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FAC 2005-06 SUMMARY of ITEMS 
 

 Federal Acquisition Circular (FAC) 2005-06 amends the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) as specified below: 
 
Item I—Information Technology Security (FAR Case 2004-018) 
 
 This interim rule amends the FAR to implement the 
Information Technology (IT) Security provisions of the Federal 
Information Security Management Act of 2002 (FISMA) (Title III 
of the E-Government Act of 2002 (E-Gov Act)). 
 
 This interim rule focuses on the importance of system and 
data security by contracting officials and other members of the 
acquisition team.  The intent of adding specific guidance in 
the FAR is to provide clear, consistent guidance to acquisition 
officials and program managers; and to encourage and strengthen 
communication with IT security officials, chief information 
officers, and other affected parties. 
 
Replacement pages:  1.6-1 and 1.6-2; 2.1-7 and 2.1-8; 2.1-11 thru 
2.1-14 (2.1-15 and 2.1-16 added); 7.1-1 thru 7.1-6; 11.1-1 thru 
11.1-4; 11.2-1 and 11.2-2; and 39.1-1 thru 39.1-4. 
 
Item II—Improvements in Contracting for Architect-Engineer 
Services (FAR Case 2004-001) 
 

This final rule implements Section 1427(b) of the Services 
Acquisition Reform Act of 2003, which prohibits architect-
engineering services from being offered under GSA multiple-
award schedule contracts or under Governmentwide task and 
delivery order contracts unless they are awarded using the 
procedures of the Brooks Architect-Engineer Act and the 
services are performed under the direct supervision of a 
professional architect or engineer licensed, registered, or 
certified in the State, Federal district or outlying area, in 
which the services are to be performed.  This rule is of 
interest to agencies and contracting officers that use GSA 
schedules and Governmentwide task and delivery order contracts. 
 
Replacement pages:  None. 
 
Item III—Title 40 of United States Code Reference Corrections 
(FAR Case 2005-010) 
 
 This final rule amends the FAR to reflect the most recent 
codification of Title 40 of the United States Code.  No 
substantive changes are being made to the FAR. 
 

 i



 

Replacement pages:  2.1-7 thru 2.1-10; 4.7-1 and 4.7-2; 6.1-1 and 
6.1-2; 7.1-1 thru 7.1-4; 8.1-1 and 8.1-2; 12.5-1 and 12.5-2; 
13.1-1 and 13.1-2; 22.4-3 and 22.4-4; 28.1-3 and 28.1-4; 28.1-5 
and 28.1-6; 36.6-1 and 36.6-2; 37.2-1 and 37.2-2; 37.3-1 and 
37.3-2; 39.1-1 and 39.1-2; 41.1-1 and 41.1-2; 47.1-1 and 47.1-2; 
52.2-33 thru 52.2-36; 52.2-183 thru 52.2-186; 52.2-221 and 52.2-
222; and 52.2-225 and 52.2-226. 
 
Item IV—Implementation of the Anti-Lobbying Statute  
(FAR Case 1989-093) 
 
 This final rule amends the FAR to implement section 319 of 
the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriation 
Act, Public Law 101-121, which added a new section 1352 to Title 
31 of the United States Code, entitled “Limitations on the use of 
funds to influence certain Federal contracting and financial 
transactions.”  Section 319 generally prohibits recipients of 
Federal contracts, grants, and loans from using appropriated 
funds for lobbying the executive or legislative branches of the 
Federal Government in connection with a specific contract, grant 
or loan.  It also requires that each person who requests or 
receives a contract, grant or cooperative agreement in excess of 
$100,000 or a Federal commitment to insure or guarantee a loan in 
excess of $150,000 must disclose lobbying with other than 
appropriated funds.  The rule requires contracting officers, in 
accordance with FAR 3.808, to insert in all solicitations and 
contracts expected to exceed $100,000 the provision at FAR 
52.203-11, “Certification and Disclosure Regarding Payments to 
Influence Certain Federal Transaction,” and the clause at FAR 
52.203-12, “Limitations on Payments to Influence Certain Federal 
Transactions.” 
 
Replacement pages:  3.8-3 and 3.8-4. 
 
Item V—Increased Justification and Approval Threshold for DoD, 
NASA, and Coast Guard (FAR Case 2004-037) 
 
 This final rule converts the interim rule published in the 
Federal Register at 70 FR 11739, March 9, 2005, to a final rule 
with minor changes.  The rule amended the FAR by increasing the 
justification and approval thresholds for DoD, NASA, and the U.S. 
Coast Guard from $50 million to $75 million.  This change 
implemented section 815 of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005, which amends 10 U.S.C. 
2304(f)(1)(B).  In addition, corresponding changes have been made 
to FAR 13.501.  The rule will reduce administrative burden for 
ordering activities. 
 
Replacement pages:  13.5-1 and 13.5-2 
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Item VI—Addition of Landscaping and Pest Control Services to  
the Small Business Competitiveness Demonstration Program  
(FAR Case 2004-036) 
 
 This final rule finalizes, without change, the interim rule 
published in the Federal Register at 70 FR 11740, March 9, 2005.  
The rule implements Section 821 of the Ronald W. Reagan National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005.  Section 821 
amended Section 717 of the Small Business Competitiveness 
Demonstration Program Act of 1988 by adding landscaping and pest 
control services to the program.  As a result, agencies are 
precluded from considering acquisitions for landscaping and pest 
control services over the emerging small business reserve amount, 
currently $25,000, for small business set-asides unless the set-
asides are needed to meet their assigned goals.  The change may 
impact small businesses because these awards were previously set-
aside for small businesses. 
 
Replacement pages:  None. 
 
Item VII—Powers of Attorney for Bid Bonds (FAR Case 2003-029) 
 
 This final rule is of particular interest to contracting 
officers and offerors in acquisitions of construction that 
require a bid bond.  This rule was initiated at the request of 
the Office of Federal Procurement Policy to resolve the 
controversy surrounding contracting officers’ decisions regarding 
the evaluation of bid bonds and accompanying powers of attorney.  
This rule amends the FAR to revise the policy relating to 
acceptance of copies of powers of attorney accompanying bid 
bonds.  This revision to FAR parts 19 and 28 removes the matter 
of authenticity and enforceability of powers of attorney from a 
contracting officer’s responsiveness determination, which is 
based solely on documents available at the time of bid opening.  
Instead, the rule instructs contracting officers to address these 
issues after bid opening. 
 
Replacement pages:  19.6-1 and 19.6-2; Part 28 TOC 28-1 and 28-2; 
nd 28.1-1 and 28.1-2. a
 
Item VIII—Expiration of the Price Evaluation Adjustment 
(Interim) (FAR Case 2005-002) 
 
 This interim rule cancels the authority for civilian 
agencies, other than NASA and the U.S. Coast Guard, to apply the 
price evaluation adjustment to certain small disadvantaged 
business concerns in competitive acquisitions.  The change is 
required because the statutory authority for the adjustments has 
expired.  As a result, certain small disadvantaged business 
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concerns will no longer benefit from the adjustments.  DoD, NASA, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard are authorized to continue applying the 
price evaluation adjustment. 
 
Replacement pages:  19.11-1 and 19.11-2; 52.2-37 and 52.2-38; and 
52.2-101 and 52.2-102. 
 
Item IX—Accounting for Unallowable Costs (FAR Case 2004-006) 
 
 This final rule amends FAR 31.201-6, Accounting for 
unallowable costs, by adding paragraphs (c)(2) through (c)(5) to 
provide specific criteria on the use of statistical sampling as 
an acceptable practice to identify unallowable costs, including 
the applicability of penalties for failure to exclude certain 
projected unallowable costs.  The final rule also amends FAR 
31.109, Advance agreements, by adding “statistical sampling 
methods” as an example of the type of item for which an advance 
agreement may be appropriate.  The case was initiated by the 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy, who 
established an interagency ad hoc committee to perform a 
comprehensive review of FAR Part 31, Contract Cost Principles and 
Procedures.  The rule is of particular importance to contracting 
officers and contractors who negotiate contracts and 
modifications, and determine costs in accordance with the FAR 
Part 31. 
 
Replacement pages:  31.1-5 thru 31.1-8; and 31.2-1 thru 31.2-4 
(31.2-4.1 and 31.2-4.2 added). 
 
Item X—Reimbursement of Relocation Costs on a Lump-Sum Basis 
(FAR Case 2003-002) 
 
 This final rule amends FAR 31.205-35 to permit contractors 
the option of being reimbursed on a lump-sum basis for three 
types of employee relocation costs: (1) costs of finding a new 
home, (2) costs of travel to the new location, and (3) costs of 
temporary lodging.  These three types of costs are in addition to 
the miscellaneous relocation costs for which lump-sum 
reimbursements are already permitted. 
 
Replacement pages:  31.2-19 thru 31.2-24. 
 
Item XI—Training and Education Cost Principle  
(FAR Case 2001-021) 
 
 This final rule amends the FAR by revising the contract cost 
principle at FAR 31.205-44, Training and education costs.  The 
amendment streamlines the cost principle and increases clarity by 
eliminating restrictive and confusing language, and by 
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restructuring the rule to list only specifically unallowable 
costs. 
 
Replacement pages:  31.2-25 thru 31.2-28 (31.2-29 and 31.2-30 
removed). 
 

LOOSELEAF ONLY CORRECTIONS 
 

52.301   [Corrected] 
 
 1.  The Matrix is corrected at entries 52.216-16 and 
Alternate I in the “Prescribed In” column by removing “16.405(a)” 
and adding “16.406(a)” in its place. 
 
Replacement pages:  52.3-9 and 52.3-10. 
 
 2.  The Matrix is corrected at entries 52.216-17 and 
Alternate I in the “Prescribed In” column by removing “16.405(b)” 
and adding “16.406(b)” in its place. 
 
Replacement pages:  52.3-9 and 52.3-10. 
 
 3.  The Matrix is corrected at entry 52.222-5 in the “IBR” 
column by removing “Yes” and adding “No” in its place; and in the 
“UCF” column by removing “I” and adding “L” in its place. 
 
Replacement pages:  52.3-13 and 52.3-14. 
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NOTE: The FAR is now segmented by subparts. The FAR page numbers 

reflect FAR Subparts. For example, "1.6-1" is page one of 
Subpart 1.6, and "11.1-4" is page four of Subpart 11.1. 
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SUBPART 1.6—CAREER DEVELOPMENT, CONTRACTING AUTHORITY, AND RESPONSIBILITIES 1.602-3

FAC 2005–06 SEPTEMBER 30, 2005
1.6-1
Subpart 1.6—Career Development, 
Contracting Authority, and Responsibilities

1.601 General.
(a) Unless specifically prohibited by another provision of

law, authority and responsibility to contract for authorized
supplies and services are vested in the agency head. The
agency head may establish contracting activities and delegate
broad authority to manage the agency’s contracting functions
to heads of such contracting activities. Contracts may be
entered into and signed on behalf of the Government only by
contracting officers. In some agencies, a relatively small num-
ber of high level officials are designated contracting officers
solely by virtue of their positions. Contracting officers below
the level of a head of a contracting activity shall be selected
and appointed under 1.603.

(b) Agency heads may mutually agree to—
(1) Assign contracting functions and responsibilities

from one agency to another; and
(2) Create joint or combined offices to exercise acqui-

sition functions and responsibilities.

1.602 Contracting officers.

1.602-1 Authority.
(a) Contracting officers have authority to enter into, admin-

ister, or terminate contracts and make related determinations
and findings. Contracting officers may bind the Government
only to the extent of the authority delegated to them. Contract-
ing officers shall receive from the appointing authority (see
1.603-1) clear instructions in writing regarding the limits of
their authority. Information on the limits of the contracting
officers’ authority shall be readily available to the public and
agency personnel.

(b) No contract shall be entered into unless the contracting
officer ensures that all requirements of law, executive orders,
regulations, and all other applicable procedures, including
clearances and approvals, have been met.

1.602-2 Responsibilities.
Contracting officers are responsible for ensuring perfor-

mance of all necessary actions for effective contracting,
ensuring compliance with the terms of the contract, and safe-
guarding the interests of the United States in its contractual
relationships. In order to perform these responsibilities, con-
tracting officers should be allowed wide latitude to exercise
business judgment. Contracting officers shall—

(a) Ensure that the requirements of 1.602-1(b) have been
met, and that sufficient funds are available for obligation;

(b) Ensure that contractors receive impartial, fair, and equi-
table treatment; and

(c) Request and consider the advice of specialists in audit,
law, engineering, information security, transportation, and
other fields, as appropriate.

1.602-3 Ratification of unauthorized commitments.
(a) Definitions.
“Ratification,” as used in this subsection, means the act of

approving an unauthorized commitment by an official who
has the authority to do so.

“Unauthorized commitment,” as used in this subsection,
means an agreement that is not binding solely because the
Government representative who made it lacked the authority
to enter into that agreement on behalf of the Government.

(b) Policy. (1) Agencies should take positive action to pre-
clude, to the maximum extent possible, the need for ratifica-
tion actions. Although procedures are provided in this section
for use in those cases where the ratification of an unauthorized
commitment is necessary, these procedures may not be used
in a manner that encourages such commitments being made
by Government personnel.

(2) Subject to the limitations in paragraph (c) of this
subsection, the head of the contracting activity, unless a higher
level official is designated by the agency, may ratify an unau-
thorized commitment.

(3) The ratification authority in paragraph (b)(2) of this
subsection may be delegated in accordance with agency pro-
cedures, but in no case shall the authority be delegated below
the level of chief of the contracting office.

(4) Agencies should process unauthorized commit-
ments using the ratification authority of this subsection
instead of referring such actions to the General Accounting
Office for resolution. (See 1.602-3(d).)

(5) Unauthorized commitments that would involve
claims subject to resolution under the Contract Disputes Act
of 1978 should be processed in accordance with Subpart 33.2,
Disputes and Appeals.

(c) Limitations. The authority in paragraph (b)(2) of this
subsection may be exercised only when—

(1) Supplies or services have been provided to and
accepted by the Government, or the Government otherwise
has obtained or will obtain a benefit resulting from perfor-
mance of the unauthorized commitment;

(2) The ratifying official has the authority to enter into
a contractual commitment;

(3) The resulting contract would otherwise have been
proper if made by an appropriate contracting officer;

(4) The contracting officer reviewing the unauthorized
commitment determines the price to be fair and reasonable;

(5) The contracting officer recommends payment and
legal counsel concurs in the recommendation, unless agency
procedures expressly do not require such concurrence;

(6) Funds are available and were available at the time
the unauthorized commitment was made; and
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(7) The ratification is in accordance with any other lim-
itations prescribed under agency procedures.

(d) Nonratifiable commitments. Cases that are not ratifi-
able under this subsection may be subject to resolution as rec-
ommended by the General Accounting Office under its claim
procedure (GAO Policy and Procedures Manual for Guidance
of Federal Agencies, Title 4, Chapter 2), or as authorized by
FAR Part 50. Legal advice should be obtained in these cases.

1.603 Selection, appointment, and termination of 
appointment.

1.603-1 General.
Subsection 414(4) of Title 41, United States Code,

requires agency heads to establish and maintain a procure-
ment career management program and a system for the selec-
tion, appointment, and termination of appointment of
contracting officers. Agency heads or their designees may
select and appoint contracting officers and terminate their
appointments. These selections and appointments shall be
consistent with Office of Federal Procurement Policy’s
(OFPP) standards for skill-based training in performing con-
tracting and purchasing duties as published in OFPP Policy
Letter No. 92-3, Procurement Professionalism Program Pol-
icy—Training for Contracting Personnel, June 24, 1992.

1.603-2 Selection.
In selecting contracting officers, the appointing official

shall consider the complexity and dollar value of the acquisi-
tions to be assigned and the candidate’s experience, training,
education, business acumen, judgment, character, and reputa-
tion. Examples of selection criteria include—

(a) Experience in Government contracting and administra-
tion, commercial purchasing, or related fields;

(b) Education or special training in business administra-
tion, law, accounting, engineering, or related fields;

(c) Knowledge of acquisition policies and procedures,
including this and other applicable regulations;

(d) Specialized knowledge in the particular assigned field
of contracting; and

(e) Satisfactory completion of acquisition training courses.

1.603-3 Appointment.
(a) Contracting officers shall be appointed in writing on an

SF 1402, Certificate of Appointment, which shall state any
limitations on the scope of authority to be exercised, other
than limitations contained in applicable law or regulation.
Appointing officials shall maintain files containing copies of
all appointments that have not been terminated.

(b) Agency heads are encouraged to delegate micro-pur-
chase authority to individuals who are employees of an exec-
utive agency or members of the Armed Forces of the United
States who will be using the supplies or services being pur-
chased. Individuals delegated this authority are not required to
be appointed on an SF 1402, but shall be appointed in writing
in accordance with agency procedures.

1.603-4 Termination.
Termination of a contracting officer appointment will be by

letter, unless the Certificate of Appointment contains other
provisions for automatic termination. Terminations may be
for reasons such as reassignment, termination of employment,
or unsatisfactory performance. No termination shall operate
retroactively.



SUBPART 2.1—DEFINITIONS 2.101

2.1-7

“Federally Funded Research and Development Centers
(FFRDC’s)” means activities that are sponsored under a broad
charter by a Government agency (or agencies) for the purpose
of performing, analyzing, integrating, supporting, and/or
managing basic or applied research and/or development, and
that receive 70 percent or more of their financial support from
the Government; and—

(1) A long-term relationship is contemplated;
(2) Most or all of the facilities are owned or funded by

the Government; and
(3) The FFRDC has access to Government and supplier

data, employees, and facilities beyond that common in a nor-
mal contractual relationship.

“Final indirect cost rate” means the indirect cost rate estab-
lished and agreed upon by the Government and the contractor
as not subject to change. It is usually established after the close
of the contractor’s fiscal year (unless the parties decide upon
a different period) to which it applies. For cost-reimbursement
research and development contracts with educational institu-
tions, it may be predetermined; that is, established for a future
period on the basis of cost experience with similar contracts,
together with supporting data.

“First article” means a preproduction model, initial pro-
duction sample, test sample, first lot, pilot lot, or pilot models.

“First article testing” means testing and evaluating the first
article for conformance with specified contract requirements
before or in the initial stage of production.

“F.o.b.” means free on board. This term is used in conjunc-
tion with a physical point to determine—

(1) The responsibility and basis for payment of freight
charges; and

(2) Unless otherwise agreed, the point where title for
goods passes to the buyer or consignee.

“F.o.b. destination” means free on board at destination;
i.e., the seller or consignor delivers the goods on seller’s or
consignor’s conveyance at destination. Unless the contract
provides otherwise, the seller or consignor is responsible for
the cost of shipping and risk of loss. For use in the clause at
52.247-34, see the definition at 52.247-34(a).

“F.o.b. origin” means free on board at origin; i.e., the seller
or consignor places the goods on the conveyance. Unless the
contract provides otherwise, the buyer or consignee is respon-
sible for the cost of shipping and risk of loss. For use in the
clause at 52.247-29, see the definition at 52.247-29(a).

“F.o.b.”…(For other types of F.o.b., see 47.303).
“Forward pricing rate agreement” means a written agree-

ment negotiated between a contractor and the Government to
make certain rates available during a specified period for use
in pricing contracts or modifications. These rates represent
reasonable projections of specific costs that are not easily esti-
mated for, identified with, or generated by a specific contract,
contract end item, or task. These projections may include rates

for such things as labor, indirect costs, material obsolescence
and usage, spare parts provisioning, and material handling.

“Forward pricing rate recommendation” means a rate set
unilaterally by the administrative contracting officer for use
by the Government in negotiations or other contract actions
when forward pricing rate agreement negotiations have not
been completed or when the contractor will not agree to a for-
ward pricing rate agreement.

“Freight” means supplies, goods, and transportable
property.

“Full and open competition,” when used with respect to a
contract action, means that all responsible sources are permit-
ted to compete.

“General and administrative (G&A) expense” means any
management, financial, and other expense which is incurred
by or allocated to a business unit and which is for the general
management and administration of the business unit as a
whole. G&A expense does not include those management
expenses whose beneficial or causal relationship to cost
objectives can be more directly measured by a base other than
a cost input base representing the total activity of a business
unit during a cost accounting period.

“Governmentwide acquisition contract (GWAC)” means a
task-order or delivery-order contract for information technol-
ogy established by one agency for Governmentwide use that
is operated—

(1) By an executive agent designated by the Office of
Management and Budget pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 11302(e); or

(2) Under a delegation of procurement authority issued
by the General Services Administration (GSA) prior to
August 7, 1996, under authority granted GSA by former sec-
tion 40 U.S.C. 759, repealed by Pub. L. 104-106. The Econ-
omy Act does not apply to orders under a Governmentwide
acquisition contract.

“Governmentwide point of entry (GPE)” means the single
point where Government business opportunities greater than
$25,000, including synopses of proposed contract actions,
solicitations, and associated information, can be accessed
electronically by the public. The GPE is located at http://
www.fedbizopps.gov.

“Head of the agency” (see “agency head”).
“Head of the contracting activity” means the official who

has overall responsibility for managing the contracting
activity.

“Historically black college or university” means an insti-
tution determined by the Secretary of Education to meet the
requirements of 34 CFR 608.2. For the Department of
Defense, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
and the Coast Guard, the term also includes any nonprofit
research institution that was an integral part of such a college
or university before November 14, 1986.

“HUBZone” means a historically underutilized business
zone that is an area located within one or more qualified cen-
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sus tracts, qualified nonmetropolitan counties, or lands within
the external boundaries of an Indian reservation.

“HUBZone small business concern” means a small busi-
ness concern that appears on the List of Qualified HUBZone
Small Business Concerns maintained by the Small Business
Administration.

“Humanitarian or peacekeeping operation” means a mili-
tary operation in support of the provision of humanitarian or
foreign disaster assistance or in support of a peacekeeping
operation under Chapter VI or VII of the Charter of the United
Nations. The term does not include routine training, force
r o t a t i o n ,  o r  s t a t i o n i n g  ( 1 0 U . S . C . 2 3 0 2 ( 8 )  a n d
41 U.S.C. 259(d)).

“In writing,” “writing,” or “written” means any worded or
numbered expression that can be read, reproduced, and later
communicated, and includes electronically transmitted and
stored information.

“Indirect cost” means any cost not directly identified with
a single final cost objective, but identified with two or more
final cost objectives or with at least one intermediate cost
objective.

“Indirect cost rate” means the percentage or dollar factor
that expresses the ratio of indirect expense incurred in a given
period to direct labor cost, manufacturing cost, or another
appropriate base for the same period (see also “final indirect
cost rate”).

“Ineligible” means excluded from Government contract-
ing (and subcontracting, if appropriate) pursuant to statutory,
Executive order, or regulatory authority other than this regu-
lation (48 CFR Chapter 1) and its implementing and supple-
menting regulations; for example, pursuant to the Davis-
Bacon Act and its related statutes and implementing regula-
tions, the Service Contract Act, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Acts and Executive orders, the Walsh-Healey
Public Contracts Act, the Buy American Act, or the Environ-
mental Protection Acts and Executive orders.

“Information other than cost or pricing data” means any
type of information that is not required to be certified in accor-
dance with 15.406-2 and is necessary to determine price rea-
sonableness or cost realism. For example, such information
may include pricing, sales, or cost information, and includes
cost or pricing data for which certification is determined inap-
plicable after submission.

“Information security” means protecting information and
information systems from unauthorized access, use, disclo-
sure, disruption, modification, or destruction in order to pro-
vide—

(1) Integrity, which means guarding against improper
information modification or destruction, and includes ensur-
ing information nonrepudiation and authenticity;

(2) Confidentiality, which means preserving authorized
restrictions on access and disclosure, including means for pro-
tecting personal privacy and proprietary information; and

(3) Availability, which means ensuring timely and reli-
able access to, and use of, information.

“Information technology” means any equipment, or inter-
connected system(s) or subsystem(s) of equipment, that is
used in the automatic acquisition, storage, analysis, evalua-
tion, manipulation, management, movement, control, display,
switching, interchange, transmission, or reception of data or
information by the agency.

(1) For purposes of this definition, equipment is used by
an agency if the equipment is used by the agency directly or
is used by a contractor under a contract with the agency that
requires—

(i) Its use; or
(ii) To a significant extent, its use in the performance

of a service or the furnishing of a product.
(2) The term “information technology” includes com-

puters, ancillary equipment (including imaging peripherals,
input, output, and storage devices necessary for security and
surveillance), peripheral equipment designed to be controlled
by the central processing unit of a computer, software, firm-
ware and similar procedures, services (including support ser-
vices), and related resources.

(3) The term “information technology” does not include
any equipment that—

(i) Is acquired by a contractor incidental to a con-
tract; or

(ii) Contains imbedded information technology that
is used as an integral part of the product, but the principal
function of which is not the acquisition, storage, analysis,
evaluation, manipulation, management, movement, control,
display, switching, interchange, transmission, or reception of
data or information. For example, HVAC (heating, ventila-
tion, and air conditioning) equipment, such as thermostats or
temperature control devices, and medical equipment where
information technology is integral to its operation, are not
information technology.

“Inherently governmental function” means, as a matter of
policy, a function that is so intimately related to the public
interest as to mandate performance by Government employ-
ees. This definition is a policy determination, not a legal deter-
mination. An inherently governmental function includes
activities that require either the exercise of discretion in apply-
ing Government authority, or the making of value judgments
in making decisions for the Government. Governmental func-
tions normally fall into two categories: the act of governing,
i.e., the discretionary exercise of Government authority, and
monetary transactions and entitlements.

(1) An inherently governmental function involves,
among other things, the interpretation and execution of the
laws of the United States so as to—

(i) Bind the United States to take or not to take some
action by contract, policy, regulation, authorization, order, or
otherwise;

(ii) Determine, protect, and advance United States
economic, political, territorial, property, or other interests by
military or diplomatic action, civil or criminal judicial pro-
ceedings, contract management, or otherwise;
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(iii) Significantly affect the life, liberty, or property
of private persons;

(iv) Commission, appoint, direct, or control officers
or employees of the United States; or

(v) Exert ultimate control over the acquisition, use,
or disposition of the property, real or personal, tangible or
intangible, of the United States, including the collection, con-
trol, or disbursement of Federal funds.

(2) Inherently governmental functions do not normally
include gathering information for or providing advice, opin-
ions, recommendations, or ideas to Government officials.
They also do not include functions that are primarily ministe-
rial and internal in nature, such as building security, mail oper-
ations, operation of cafeterias, housekeeping, facilities
operations and maintenance, warehouse operations, motor
vehicle fleet management operations, or other routine electri-
cal or mechanical services. The list of commercial activities
included in the attachment to Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) Circular No. A-76 is an authoritative, nonexclu-
sive list of functions that are not inherently governmental
functions.

“Inspection” means examining and testing supplies or ser-
vices (including, when appropriate, raw materials, compo-
nents, and intermediate assemblies) to determine whether
they conform to contract requirements.

“Insurance” means a contract that provides that for a stip-
ulated consideration, one party undertakes to indemnify
another against loss, damage, or liability arising from an
unknown or contingent event.

“Invoice” means a contractor’s bill or written request for
payment under the contract for supplies delivered or services
performed (see also “proper invoice”).

“Irrevocable letter of credit” means a written commitment
by a federally insured financial institution to pay all or part of
a stated amount of money, until the expiration date of the let-
ter, upon the Government’s (the beneficiary) presentation of
a written demand for payment. Neither the financial institu-
tion nor the offeror/contractor can revoke or condition the let-
ter of credit.

“Labor surplus area” means a geographical area identified
by the Department of Labor in accordance with
20 CFR Part 654, Subpart A, as an area of concentrated
unemployment or underemployment or an area of labor
surplus.

“Labor surplus area concern” means a concern that
together with its first-tier subcontractors will perform sub-
stantially in labor surplus areas. Performance is substantially
in labor surplus areas if the costs incurred under the contract
on account of manufacturing, production, or performance of
appropriate services in labor surplus areas exceed 50 percent
of the contract price.

“Latent defect” means a defect that exists at the time of
acceptance but cannot be discovered by a reasonable
inspection.

“Major system” means that combination of elements that
will function together to produce the capabilities required to
fulfill a mission need. The elements may include hardware,
equipment, software, or any combination thereof, but exclude
construction or other improvements to real property. A system
is a major system if—

(1) The Department of Defense is responsible for the
system and the total expenditures for research, development,
test, and evaluation for the system are estimated to be more
than $115,000,000 (based on fiscal year 1990 constant dol-
lars) or the eventual total expenditure for the acquisition
exceeds $540,000,000 (based on fiscal year 1990 constant
dollars);

(2) A civilian agency is responsible for the system and
total expenditures for the system are estimated to exceed
$750,000 (based on fiscal year 1980 constant dollars) or the
dollar threshold for a “major system” established by the
agency pursuant to Office of Management and Budget
Circular A-109, entitled “Major System Acquisitions,”
whichever is greater; or

(3) The system is designated a “major system” by the
head of the agency responsible for the system
(10 U.S.C. 2302 and 41 U.S.C. 403).

“Make-or-buy program” means that part of a contractor’s
written plan for a contract identifying those major items to be
produced or work efforts to be performed in the prime con-
tractor’s facilities and those to be subcontracted.

“Market research” means collecting and analyzing infor-
mation about capabilities within the market to satisfy agency
needs.

“Master solicitation” means a document containing special
clauses and provisions that have been identified as essential
for the acquisition of a specific type of supply or service that
is acquired repetitively.

“May” denotes the permissive. However, the words “no
person may…” mean that no person is required, authorized, or
permitted to do the act described.

“Micro-purchase” means an acquisition of supplies or ser-
vices using simplified acquisition procedures, the aggregate
amount of which does not exceed the micro-purchase
threshold.

“Micro-purchase threshold” means $2,500, except it
means—

(1) For construction subject to the Davis-Bacon Act,
$2,000; and

(2) For acquisitions of supplies or services that, as deter-
mined by the head of the agency, are to be used to support a
contingency operation or to facilitate defense against or
recovery from nuclear, biological, chemical, or radiological
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attack, as described in 13.201(g)(1), except for construction
subject to the Davis-Bacon Act (41 U.S.C. 428a)—

(i) $15,000 in the case of any contract to be awarded
and performed, or purchase to be made, inside the United
States; and

(ii) $25,000 in the case of any contract to be awarded
and performed, or purchase to be made, outside the United
States.

“Minority Institution” means an institution of higher edu-
cation meeting the requirements of Section 1046(3) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067k), including a
Hispanic-serving institution of higher education, as defined in
Section 316(b)(1) of the Act (20 U.S.C. 1101a).

“Multi-agency contract (MAC)” means a task-order or
delivery-order contract established by one agency for use by
Government agencies to obtain supplies and services, consis-
tent with the Economy Act (see 17.500(b)). Multi-agency
contracts include contracts for information technology estab-
lished pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 11314(a)(2).

“Must” (see “shall”).
“National defense” means any activity related to programs

for military or atomic energy production or construction, mil-
itary assistance to any foreign nation, stockpiling, or space.

“Neutral person” means an impartial third party, who
serves as a mediator, fact finder, or arbitrator, or otherwise
functions to assist the parties to resolve the issues in contro-
versy. A neutral person may be a permanent or temporary
officer or employee of the Federal Government or any other
individual who is acceptable to the parties. A neutral person
must have no official, financial, or personal conflict of interest
with respect to the issues in controversy, unless the interest is
fully disclosed in writing to all parties and all parties agree that
the neutral person may serve (5 U.S.C. 583).

“Nondevelopmental item” means—
(1) Any previously developed item of supply used

exclusively for governmental purposes by a Federal agency,
a State or local government, or a foreign government with
which the United States has a mutual defense cooperation
agreement;

(2) Any item described in paragraph (1) of this defini-
tion that requires only minor modification or modifications of
a type customarily available in the commercial marketplace in
order to meet the requirements of the procuring department or
agency; or

(3) Any item of supply being produced that does not
meet the requirements of paragraphs (1) or (2) solely because
the item is not yet in use.

“Novation agreement” means a legal instrument—
(1) Executed by the—

(i) Contractor (transferor);
(ii) Successor in interest (transferee); and
(iii) Government; and

(2) By which, among other things, the transferor guar-
antees performance of the contract, the transferee assumes all
obligations under the contract, and the Government recog-
nizes the transfer of the contract and related assets.

“Offer” means a response to a solicitation that, if accepted,
would bind the offeror to perform the resultant contract.
Responses to invitations for bids (sealed bidding) are offers
called “bids” or “sealed bids”; responses to requests for pro-
posals (negotiation) are offers called “proposals”; however,
responses to requests for quotations (simplified acquisition)
are “quotations,” not offers. For unsolicited proposals, see
Subpart 15.6.

“Online Representations and Certifications Application
(ORCA)” means the primary Government repository for con-
tractor submitted representations and certifications required
for the conduct of business with the Government. ORCA is
part of the Business Partner Network (BPN). ORCA is located
at http://orca.bpn.gov.

“Offeror” means offeror or bidder.
“Option” means a unilateral right in a contract by which,

for a specified time, the Government may elect to purchase
additional supplies or services called for by the contract, or
may elect to extend the term of the contract.

“Organizational conflict of interest” means that because of
other activities or relationships with other persons, a person is
unable or potentially unable to render impartial assistance or
advice to the Government, or the person’s objectivity in per-
forming the contract work is or might be otherwise impaired,
or a person has an unfair competitive advantage.

“Outlying areas” means—
(1) Commonwealths. (i) Puerto Rico.

(ii) The Northern Mariana Islands;
(2) Territories. (i) American Samoa.

(ii) Guam.
(iii) U.S. Virgin Islands; and

(3) Minor outlying islands. (i) Baker Island.
(ii) Howland Island.
(iii) Jarvis Island.
(iv) Johnston Atoll.
(v) Kingman Reef.
(vi) Midway Islands.
(vii) Navassa Island.
(viii) Palmyra Atoll.
(ix) Wake Atoll.

“Overtime” means time worked by a contractor’s
employee in excess of the employee’s normal workweek.

“Overtime premium” means the difference between the
contractor’s regular rate of pay to an employee for the shift
involved and the higher rate paid for overtime. It does not
include shift premium, i.e., the difference between the con-
tractor's regular rate of pay to an employee and the higher rate
paid for extra-pay-shift work.
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“Ozone-depleting substance” means any substance the
Environmental Protection Agency designates in
40 CFR Part 82 as—

(1) Class I, including, but not limited to, chlorofluoro-
carbons, halons, carbon tetrachloride, and methyl chloroform;
or

(2) Class II, including, but not limited to,
hydrochlorofluorocarbons.

“Partial termination” means the termination of a part, but
not all, of the work that has not been completed and accepted
under a contract.

“Performance-based contracting” means structuring all
aspects of an acquisition around the purpose of the work to be
performed with the contract requirements set forth in clear,
specific, and objective terms with measurable outcomes as
opposed to either the manner by which the work is to be per-
formed or broad and imprecise statements of work.

“Personal property” means property of any kind or interest
in it except real property, records of the Federal Government,
and naval vessels of the following categories:

(1) Battleships;
(2) Cruisers;
(3) Aircraft carriers;
(4) Destroyers; and
(5) Submarines.

“Personal services contract” means a contract that, by its
express terms or as administered, makes the contractor per-
sonnel appear to be, in effect, Government employees (see
37.104).

“Plant clearance officer” means an authorized representa-
tive of the contracting officer appointed to disposition prop-
erty accountable under Government contracts.

“Pollution prevention” means any practice that—
(1)(i) Reduces the amount of any hazardous substance,

pollutant, or contaminant entering any waste stream or other-
wise released into the environment (including fugitive emis-
sions) prior to recycling, treatment, or disposal; and

(ii) Reduces the hazards to public health and the
environment associated with the release of such substances,
pollutants, and contaminants;

(2) Reduces or eliminates the creation of pollutants
through increased efficiency in the use of raw materials,
energy, water, or other resources; or

(3) Protects natural resources by conservation.
“Power of attorney” means the authority given one person

or corporation to act for and obligate another, as specified in
the instrument creating the power; in corporate suretyship, an
instrument under seal that appoints an attorney-in-fact to act
in behalf of a surety company in signing bonds (see also
“attorney-in-fact” at 28.001).

“Preaward survey” means an evaluation of a prospective
contractor’s capability to perform a proposed contract.

“Preponderance of the evidence” means proof by informa-
tion that, compared with that opposing it, leads to the conclu-
sion that the fact at issue is more probably true than not.

“Pricing” means the process of establishing a reasonable
amount or amounts to be paid for supplies or services.

“Procurement” (see “acquisition”).
“Procuring activity” means a component of an executive

agency having a significant acquisition function and desig-
nated as such by the head of the agency. Unless agency regu-
lations specify otherwise, the term “procuring activity” is
synonymous with “contracting activity.”

“Projected average loss” means the estimated long-term
average loss per period for periods of comparable exposure to
risk of loss.

“Proper invoice” means an invoice that meets the mini-
mum standards specified in 32.905(b).

“Purchase order,” when issued by the Government, means
an offer by the Government to buy supplies or services,
including construction and research and development, upon
specified terms and conditions, using simplified acquisition
procedures.

“Qualification requirement” means a Government require-
ment for testing or other quality assurance demonstration that
must be completed before award of a contract.

“Qualified products list (QPL)” means a list of products
that have been examined, tested, and have satisfied all appli-
cable qualification requirements.

“Receiving report” means written evidence that indicates
Government acceptance of supplies delivered or services per-
formed (see Subpart 46.6). Receiving reports must meet the
requirements of 32.905(c).

“Recovered material” means waste materials and by-prod-
ucts recovered or diverted from solid waste, but the term does
not include those materials and by-products generated from,
and commonly reused within, an original manufacturing pro-
cess. For use in Subpart 11.3 for paper and paper products, see
the definition at 11.301.

“Registered in the CCR database” means that—
(1) The contractor has entered all mandatory informa-

tion, including the DUNS number or the DUNS+4 number,
into the CCR database; and

(2) The Government has validated mandatory data
fields and has marked the record “Active.”

“Renewable energy” means energy produced by solar,
wind, geothermal, and biomass power.

“Renewable energy technology” means—
(1) Technologies that use renewable energy to provide

light, heat, cooling, or mechanical or electrical energy for use
in facilities or other activities; or

(2) The use of integrated whole-building designs that
rely upon renewable energy resources, including passive solar
design.
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“Residual value” means the proceeds, less removal and
disposal costs, if any, realized upon disposition of a tangible
capital asset. It usually is measured by the net proceeds from
the sale or other disposition of the asset, or its fair value if the
asset is traded in on another asset. The estimated residual
value is a current forecast of the residual value.

“Responsible audit agency” means the agency that is
responsible for performing all required contract audit services
at a business unit.

“Responsible prospective contractor” means a contractor
that meets the standards in 9.104.

“Scrap” means personal property that has no value except
its basic metallic, mineral, or organic content.

“Segment” means one of two or more divisions, product
departments, plants, or other subdivisions of an organization
reporting directly to a home office, usually identified with
responsibility for profit and/or producing a product or service.
The term includes—

(1) Government-owned contractor-operated (GOCO)
facilities; and

(2) Joint ventures and subsidiaries (domestic and for-
eign) in which the organization has—

(i) A majority ownership; or
(ii) Less than a majority ownership, but over which

it exercises control.
“Self-insurance” means the assumption or retention of the

risk of loss by the contractor, whether voluntarily or involun-
tarily. Self-insurance includes the deductible portion of pur-
chased insurance.

“Senior procurement executive” means the individual
appointed pursuant to section 16(3) of the Office of Federal
Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 414(3)) who is responsi-
ble for management direction of the acquisition system of the
executive agency, including implementation of the unique
acquisition policies, regulations, and standards of the execu-
tive agency.

“Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU)” information means
unclassified information, which, if lost, misused, accessed or
modified in an unauthorized way, could adversely affect the
national interest, the conduct of Federal programs, or the pri-
vacy of individuals.  Examples include information which if
modified, destroyed or disclosed in an unauthorized manner
could cause: loss of life; loss of property or funds by unlawful
means; violation of personal privacy or civil rights; gaining of
an unfair commercial advantage; loss of advanced technol-
ogy, useful to competitor; or disclosure of proprietary infor-
mation entrusted to the Government.

“Service-disabled veteran-owned small business
concern”—

(1) Means a small business concern—
(i) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one

or more service-disabled veterans or, in the case of any pub-

licly owned business, not less than 51 percent of the stock of
which is owned by one or more service-disabled veterans; and

(ii) The management and daily business operations
of which are controlled by one or more service-disabled vet-
erans or, in the case of a service-disabled veteran with perma-
nent and severe disability, the spouse or permanent caregiver
of such veteran.

(2) Service-disabled veteran means a veteran, as
defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(2), with a disability that is service-
connected, as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(16).

“Shall” means the imperative.
“Shipment” means freight transported or to be transported.
“Shop drawings” means drawings submitted by the con-

struction contractor or a subcontractor at any tier or required
under a construction contract, showing in detail either or both
of the following:

(1) The proposed fabrication and assembly of structural
elements.

(2) The installation (i.e., form, fit, and attachment
details) of materials or equipment.

“Should” means an expected course of action or policy that
is to be followed unless inappropriate for a particular
circumstance.

“Signature” or “signed” means the discrete, verifiable
symbol of an individual that, when affixed to a writing with
the knowledge and consent of the individual, indicates a
present intention to authenticate the writing. This includes
electronic symbols.

“Simplified acquisition procedures” means the methods
prescribed in Part 13 for making purchases of supplies or
services.

“Simplified acquisition threshold” means $100,000,
except for acquisitions of supplies or services that, as deter-
mined by the head of the agency, are to be used to support a
contingency operation or to facilitate defense against or
recovery from nuclear, biological, chemical, or radiological
attack (41 U.S.C. 428a), the term means—

(1) $250,000 for any contract to be awarded and per-
formed, or purchase to be made, inside the United States; and

(2) $1 million for any contract to be awarded and per-
formed, or purchase to be made, outside the United States.

“Single, Governmentwide point of entry,” means the one
point of entry to be designated by the Administrator of OFPP
that will allow the private sector to electronically access pro-
curement opportunities Governmentwide.

“Small business subcontractor” means a concern, includ-
ing affiliates, that for subcontracts valued at—

(1) $10,000 or less, does not have more than
500 employees; and

(2) More than $10,000, does not have employees or
average annual receipts exceeding the size standard in
13 CFR Part 121 (see 19.102) for the product or service it is
providing on the subcontract.
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“Small disadvantaged business concern” (except for
52.212-3(c)(2) and 52.219-1(b)(2) for general statistical pur-
poses and 52.212-3(c)(7)(ii), 52.219-22(b)(2), and
52.219-23(a) for joint ventures under the price evaluation
adjustment for small disadvantaged business concerns),
means an offeror that represents, as part of its offer, that it is
a small business under the size standard applicable to the
acquisition; and either—

(1) It has received certification as a small disadvantaged
business concern consistent with 13 CFR Part 124,
Subpart B; and

(i) No material change in disadvantaged ownership
and control has occurred since its certification;

(ii) Where the concern is owned by one or more dis-
advantaged individuals, the net worth of each individual upon
whom the certification is based does not exceed $750,000
after taking into account the applicable exclusions set forth at
13 CFR 124.104(c)(2); and

(iii) It is identified, on the date of its representation,
as a certified small disadvantaged business concern in the data
base maintained by the Small Business Administration
(PRO-Net); or

(2) For a prime contractor, it has submitted a completed
application to the Small Business Administration or a private
certifier to be certified as a small disadvantaged business con-
cern in accordance with 13 CFR Part 124, Subpart B, and a
decision on that application is pending, and that no material
change in disadvantaged ownership and control has occurred
since it submitted its application. In this case, a contractor
must receive certification as a small disadvantaged business
by the Small Business Administration prior to contract award.

“Sole source acquisition” means a contract for the pur-
chase of supplies or services that is entered into or proposed
to be entered into by an agency after soliciting and negotiating
with only one source.

“Solicitation” means any request to submit offers or quo-
tations to the Government. Solicitations under sealed bid pro-
cedures are called “invitations for bids.” Solicitations under
negotiated procedures are called “requests for proposals.”
Solicitations under simplified acquisition procedures may
require submission of either a quotation or an offer.

“Solicitation provision or provision” means a term or con-
dition used only in solicitations and applying only before con-
tract award.

“Source selection information” means any of the following
information that is prepared for use by an agency for the pur-
pose of evaluating a bid or proposal to enter into an agency
procurement contract, if that information has not been previ-
ously made available to the public or disclosed publicly:

(1) Bid prices submitted in response to an agency invi-
tation for bids, or lists of those bid prices before bid opening.

(2) Proposed costs or prices submitted in response to an
agency solicitation, or lists of those proposed costs or prices.

(3) Source selection plans.
(4) Technical evaluation plans.
(5) Technical evaluations of proposals.
(6) Cost or price evaluations of proposals.
(7) Competitive range determinations that identify pro-

posals that have a reasonable chance of being selected for
award of a contract.

(8) Rankings of bids, proposals, or competitors.
(9) Reports and evaluations of source selection panels,

boards, or advisory councils.
(10) Other information marked as “Source Selection

Information—See FAR 2.101 and 3.104” based on a case-by-
case determination by the head of the agency or the contract-
ing officer, that its disclosure would jeopardize the integrity or
successful completion of the Federal agency procurement to
which the information relates.

“Special competency” means a special or unique capabil-
ity, including qualitative aspects, developed incidental to the
primary functions of the Federally Funded Research and
Development Centers to meet some special need.

“State and local taxes” means taxes levied by the States, the
District of Columbia, outlying areas of the United States, or
their political subdivisions.

“Substantial evidence” means information sufficient to
support the reasonable belief that a particular act or omission
has occurred.

“Substantially as follows” or “substantially the same as,”
when used in the prescription and introductory text of a pro-
vision or clause, means that authorization is granted to prepare
and utilize a variation of that provision or clause to accommo-
date requirements that are peculiar to an individual acquisi-
tion; provided that the variation includes the salient features
of the FAR provision or clause, and is not inconsistent with the
intent, principle, and substance of the FAR provision or clause
or related coverage of the subject matter.

“Supplemental agreement” means a contract modification
that is accomplished by the mutual action of the parties.

“Supplies” means all property except land or interest in
land. It includes (but is not limited to) public works, buildings,
and facilities; ships, floating equipment, and vessels of every
character, type, and description, together with parts and acces-
sories; aircraft and aircraft parts, accessories, and equipment;
machine tools; and the alteration or installation of any of the
foregoing.

“Surety” means an individual or corporation legally liable
for the debt, default, or failure of a principal to satisfy a con-
tractual obligation. The types of sureties referred to are as
follows:

(1) An individual surety is one person, as distinguished
from a business entity, who is liable for the entire penal
amount of the bond.
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(2) A corporate surety is licensed under various insur-
ance laws and, under its charter, has legal power to act as
surety for others.

(3) A cosurety is one of two or more sureties that are
jointly liable for the penal sum of the bond. A limit of liability
for each surety may be stated.

“Suspension” means action taken by a suspending official
under 9.407 to disqualify a contractor temporarily from Gov-
ernment contracting and Government-approved subcontract-
ing; a contractor that is disqualified is “suspended.”

“Task order” means an order for services placed against an
established contract or with Government sources.

“Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)” means the num-
ber required by the IRS to be used by the offeror in reporting
income tax and other returns. The TIN may be either a Social
Security Number or an Employer Identification Number.

“Termination for convenience” means the exercise of the
Government’s right to completely or partially terminate per-
formance of work under a contract when it is in the Govern-
ment’s interest.

“Termination for default” means the exercise of the Gov-
ernment’s right to completely or partially terminate a contract
because of the contractor’s actual or anticipated failure to per-
form its contractual obligations.

“Termination inventory” means any property purchased,
supplied, manufactured, furnished, or otherwise acquired for
the performance of a contract subsequently terminated and
properly allocable to the terminated portion of the contract. It
includes Government-furnished property. It does not include
any facilities, material, special test equipment, or special tool-
ing that are subject to a separate contract or to a special con-
tract requirement governing their use or disposition.

“Terminated portion of the contract” means the portion of
a contract that the contractor is not to perform following a par-
tial termination. For construction contracts that have been
completely terminated for convenience, it means the entire
contract, notwithstanding the completion of, and payment for,
individual items of work before termination.

“Unallowable cost” means any cost that, under the provi-
sions of any pertinent law, regulation, or contract, cannot be
included in prices, cost-reimbursements, or settlements under
a Government contract to which it is allocable.

“Unique and innovative concept,” when used relative to an
unsolicited research proposal, means that—

(1) In the opinion and to the knowledge of the Govern-
ment evaluator, the meritorious proposal—

(i) Is the product of original thinking submitted con-
fidentially by one source;

(ii) Contains new, novel, or changed concepts,
approaches, or methods;

(iii) Was not submitted previously by another; and
(iv) Is not otherwise available within the Federal

Government.

(2) In this context, the term does not mean that the
source has the sole capability of performing the research.

“United States,” when used in a geographic sense, means
the 50 States and the District of Columbia, except as follows:

(1) For use in Subpart 22.8, see the definition at 22.801.
(2) For use in Subpart 22.10, see the definition at

22.1001.
(3) For use in Subpart 22.13, see the definition at

22.1301.
(4) For use in Subpart 22.16, see the definition at

22.1601.
(5) For use in Part 25, see the definition at 25.003.
(6) For use in Subpart 47.4, see the definition at 47.401.

“Unsolicited proposal” means a written proposal for a new
or innovative idea that is submitted to an agency on the initia-
tive of the offeror for the purpose of obtaining a contract with
the Government, and that is not in response to a request for
proposals, Broad Agency Announcement, Small Business
Innovation Research topic, Small Business Technology
Transfer Research topic, Program Research and Development
Announcement, or any other Government-initiated solicita-
tion or program.

“Value engineering” means an analysis of the functions of
a program, project, system, product, item of equipment, build-
ing, facility, service, or supply of an executive agency, per-
formed by qualified agency or contractor personnel, directed
at improving performance, reliability, quality, safety, and life-
cycle costs (Section 36 of the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy Act, 41 U.S.C. 401, et seq.). For use in the clause at
52.248-2, see the definition at 52.248-2(b).

“Value engineering change proposal (VECP)”—
(1) Means a proposal that—

(i) Requires a change to the instant contract to imple-
ment; and

(ii) Results in reducing the overall projected cost to
the agency without impairing essential functions or character-
istics, provided, that it does not involve a change—

(A) In deliverable end item quantities only;
(B) In research and development (R&D) items or

R&D test quantities that are due solely to results of previous
testing under the instant contract; or

(C) To the contract type only.
(2) For use in the clauses at—

(i) 52.248-2, see the definition at 52.248-2(b); and
(ii) 52.248-3, see the definition at 52.248-3(b).

“Veteran-owned small business concern” means a small
business concern—

(1) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one
or more veterans (as defined at 38 U.S.C. 101(2)) or, in the
case of any publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent
of the stock of which is owned by one or more veterans; and

(2) The management and daily business operations of
which are controlled by one or more veterans.
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“Virgin material” means—
(1) Previously unused raw material, including previ-

ously unused copper, aluminum, lead, zinc, iron, other metal
or metal ore; or

(2) Any undeveloped resource that is, or with new tech-
nology will become, a source of raw materials.

“Warranty” means a promise or affirmation given by a con-
tractor to the Government regarding the nature, usefulness, or
condition of the supplies or performance of services furnished
under the contract.

“Waste reduction” means preventing or decreasing the
amount of waste being generated through waste prevention,

recycling, or purchasing recycled and environmentally pref-
erable products.

“Women-owned small business concern” means a small
business concern—

(1) That is at least 51 percent owned by one or more
women; or, in the case of any publicly owned business, at least
51 percent of the stock of which is owned by one or more
women; and

(2) Whose management and daily business operations
are controlled by one or more women.

“Writing” or “written” (see “in writing”).
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(iii) Requirements imposed by or pursuant to law as
a condition for receiving a covered Federal award include
those required by law or regulation and any other require-
ments in the actual award documents.

(iv) Only those services expressly authorized by
paragraphs (c)(2)(i)(A) and (B) of this section are permitted
under this section.

(d) The reporting requirements of 3.803(a) shall not apply
with respect to payments of reasonable compensation made to
regularly employed officers or employees of a person.

3.803 Certification and disclosure.
(a) Any contractor who requests or receives a Federal con-

tract exceeding $100,000 shall submit the certification and
disclosures required by the provision at 52.203-11, Certifica-
tion and Disclosure Regarding Payments to Influence Certain
Federal Transactions, with its offer. Disclosures under this
section shall be submitted to the contracting officer using
OMB standard form LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities.

(b) The contractor shall file a disclosure form at the end of
each calendar quarter in which there occurs any event that
materially affects the accuracy of the information contained in
any disclosure form previously filed by such person under
paragraph (a) of this section. An event that materially affects
the accuracy of the information reported includes—

(1) A cumulative increase of $25,000 or more in the
amount paid or expected to be paid for influencing or attempt-
ing to influence a covered Federal action; or

(2) A change in the person(s) or individual(s) influenc-
ing or attempting to influence a covered Federal action; or

(3) A change in the officer(s), employee(s), or Mem-
ber(s) of Congress contacted to influence or attempt to influ-
ence a covered Federal action.

(c) The contractor shall require the submittal of a certifica-
tion, and if required, a disclosure form, by any person who
requests or receives any subcontract exceeding $100,000
under the Federal contract.

(d) All subcontractor disclosure forms (but not certifica-
tions), shall be forwarded from tier to tier until received by the
prime contractor. The prime contractor shall submit all disclo-
sure forms to the contracting officer at the end of the calendar
quarter in which the disclosure form is submitted by the sub-
contractor. Each subcontractor certification shall be retained
in the subcontract file of the awarding contractor.

3.804 Policy.
(a) The contracting officer shall obtain certifications and

disclosures as required by the provision at 52.203-11, Certifi-
cation and Disclosure Regarding Payments to Influence Cer-
tain Federal Transactions, prior to the award of any contract
exceeding $100,000.

(b) The contracting officer shall forward a copy of all con-
tractor disclosures furnished pursuant to the clause at
52.203-12, Limitation on Payments to Influence Certain Fed-
eral Transactions, to the official designated in accordance
with agency procedures, for subsequent submission to Con-
gress. The original of the disclosure shall be retained in the
contract file.

3.805 Exemption.
The Secretary of Defense may exempt, on a case-by-case

basis, a covered Federal action from the prohibitions of this
section whenever the Secretary determines, in writing, that
such an exemption is in the national interest. The Secretary
shall transmit a copy of such exemption to Congress immedi-
ately after making such a determination.

3.806 Processing suspected violations.
Suspected violations of the requirements of the Act shall be

referred to the official designated in agency procedures.

3.807 Civil penalties.
Agencies shall impose and collect civil penalties pursuant

to the provisions of the Program Fraud and Civil Remedies
Act, 31 U.S.C. 3803 (except subsection (c)), 3804-3808, and
3812, insofar as the provisions therein are not inconsistent
with the requirements of this subpart.

3.808 Solicitation provision and contract clause.
(a) The provision at 52.203-11, Certification and Disclo-

sure Regarding Payments to Influence Certain Federal Trans-
actions, shall be included in solicitations expected to exceed
$100,000.

(b) The clause at 52.203-12, Limitation on Payments to
Influence Certain Federal Transactions, shall be included in
solicitations and contracts expected to exceed $100,000.
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Subpart 4.7—Contractor Records Retention

4.700 Scope of subpart.
This subpart provides policies and procedures for retention

of records by contractors to meet the records review require-
ments of the Government. In this subpart, the terms “con-
tracts” and “contractors” include “subcontracts” and
“subcontractors.”

4.701 Purpose.
The purpose of this subpart is to generally describe records

retention requirements and to allow reductions in the retention
period for specific classes of records under prescribed
circumstances.

4.702 Applicability.
(a) This subpart applies to records generated under con-

tracts that contain one of the following clauses:
(1) Audit and Records—Sealed Bidding (52.214-26).
(2) Audit and Records—Negotiation (52.215-2).

(b) This subpart is not mandatory on Department of Energy
contracts for which the Comptroller General allows alterna-
tive records retention periods. Apart from this exception, this
subpart applies to record retention periods under contracts that
are subject to Chapter 137, Title 10, U.S.C., or 40 U.S.C. 101,
et seq.

4.703 Policy.
(a) Except as stated in 4.703(b), contractors shall make

available records, which includes books, documents, account-
ing procedures and practices, and other data, regardless of
type and regardless of whether such items are in written form,
in the form of computer data, or in any other form, and other
supporting evidence to satisfy contract negotiation, adminis-
tration, and audit requirements of the contracting agencies and
the Comptroller General for—

(1) 3 years after final payment or, for certain records;
(2) The period specified in 4.705 through 4.705-3,

whichever of these periods expires first.
(b) Contractors shall make available the foregoing records

and supporting evidence for a longer period of time than is
required in 4.703(a) if—

(1) A retention period longer than that cited in 4.703(a)
is specified in any contract clause; or

(2) The contractor, for its own purposes, retains the
foregoing records and supporting evidence for a longer
period. Under this circumstance, the retention period shall be
the period of the contractor’s retention or 3 years after final
payment, whichever period expires first.

(3) The contractor does not meet the original due date
for submission of final indirect cost rate proposals specified
in paragraph (d)(2) of the clause at 52.216-7, Allowable Cost

and Payment, and paragraph (c)(2) of the clause at 52.216-13,
Allowable Cost and Payment—Facilities. Under these cir-
cumstances, the retention periods in 4.705 shall be automati-
cally extended one day for each day the proposal is not
submitted after the original due date.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to preclude a
contractor from duplicating or storing original records in elec-
tronic form unless they contain significant information not
shown on the record copy. Original records need not be main-
tained or produced in an audit if the contractor or subcontrac-
tor provides photographic or electronic images of the original
records and meets the following requirements:

(1) The contractor or subcontractor has established pro-
cedures to ensure that the imaging process preserves accurate
images of the original records, including signatures and other
written or graphic images, and that the imaging process is reli-
able and secure so as to maintain the integrity of the records.

(2) The contractor or subcontractor maintains an effec-
tive indexing system to permit timely and convenient access
to the imaged records.

(3) The contractor or subcontractor retains the original
records for a minimum of one year after imaging to permit
periodic validation of the imaging systems.

(d) If the information described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion is maintained on a computer, contractors shall retain the
computer data on a reliable medium for the time periods pre-
scribed. Contractors may transfer computer data in machine
readable form from one reliable computer medium to another.
Contractors’ computer data retention and transfer procedures
shall maintain the integrity, reliability, and security of the
original computer data. Contractors shall also retain an audit
trail describing the data transfer. For the record retention time
periods prescribed, contractors shall not destroy, discard,
delete, or write over such computer data.

4.704 Calculation of retention periods.
(a) The retention periods in 4.705 are calculated from the

end of the contractor’s fiscal year in which an entry is made
charging or allocating a cost to a Government contract or sub-
contract. If a specific record contains a series of entries, the
retention period is calculated from the end of the contractor’s
fiscal year in which the final entry is made. The contractor
should cut off the records in annual blocks and retain them for
block disposal under the prescribed retention periods.

(b) When records generated during a prior contract are
relied upon by a contractor for cost or pricing data in negoti-
ating a succeeding contract, the prescribed periods shall run
from the date of the succeeding contract.

(c) If two or more of the record categories described in
4.705 are interfiled and screening for disposal is not practical,
the contractor shall retain the entire record series for the long-
est period prescribed for any category of records.
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4.705 Specific retention periods.
The contractor shall retain the records identified in 4.705-1

through 4.705-3 for the periods designated, provided retention
is required under 4.702. Records are identified in this subpart
in terms of their purpose or use and not by specific name or
form number. Although the descriptive identifications may
not conform to normal contractor usage or filing practices,
these identifications apply to all contractor records that come
within the description.

4.705-1 Financial and cost accounting records.
(a) Accounts receivable invoices, adjustments to the

accounts, invoice registers, carrier freight bills, shipping
orders, and other documents which detail the material or ser-
vices billed on the related invoices: Retain 4 years.

(b) Material, work order, or service order files, consisting
of purchase requisitions or purchase orders for material or ser-
vices, or orders for transfer of material or supplies: Retain
4 years.

(c) Cash advance recapitulations, prepared as posting
entries to accounts receivable ledgers for amounts of expense
vouchers prepared for employees’ travel and related
expenses: Retain 4 years.

(d) Paid, canceled, and voided checks, other than those
issued for the payment of salary and wages: Retain 4 years.

(e) Accounts payable records to support disbursements of
funds for materials, equipment, supplies, and services, con-
taining originals or copies of the following and related docu-
ments: remittance advices and statements, vendors’ invoices,
invoice audits and distribution slips, receiving and inspection
reports or comparable certifications of receipt and inspection
of material or services, and debit and credit memoranda:
Retain 4 years.

(f) Labor cost distribution cards or equivalent documents:
Retain 2 years.

(g) Petty cash records showing description of expenditures,
to whom paid, name of person authorizing payment, and date,

including copies of vouchers and other supporting documents:
Retain 2 years.

4.705-2 Pay administration records.
(a) Payroll sheets, registers, or their equivalent, of salaries

and wages paid to individual employees for each payroll
period; change slips; and tax withholding statements: Retain
4 years.

(b) Clock cards or other time and attendance cards: Retain
2 years.

(c) Paid checks, receipts for wages paid in cash, or other
evidence of payments for services rendered by employees:
Retain 2 years.

4.705-3 Acquisition and supply records.
(a) Store requisitions for materials, supplies, equipment,

and services: Retain 2 years.
(b) Work orders for maintenance and other services: Retain

4 years.
(c) Equipment records, consisting of equipment usage and

status reports and equipment repair orders: Retain 4 years.
(d) Expendable property records, reflecting accountability

for the receipt and use of material in the performance of a con-
tract: Retain 4 years.

(e) Receiving and inspection report records, consisting of
reports reflecting receipt and inspection of supplies, equip-
ment, and materials: Retain 4 years.

(f) Purchase order files for supplies, equipment, material,
or services used in the performance of a contract; supporting
documentation and backup files including, but not limited to,
invoices, and memoranda; e.g., memoranda of negotiations
showing the principal elements of subcontract price negotia-
tions (see 52.244-2): Retain 4 years.

(g) Production records of quality control, reliability, and
inspection: Retain 4 years.
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6.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policies and procedures to promote

full and open competition in the acquisition process and to
provide for full and open competition, full and open compe-
tition after exclusion of sources, other than full and open com-
petition, and competition advocates. This part does not deal
with the results of competition (e.g., adequate price competi-
tion), that are addressed in other parts (e.g., Part 15).

6.001 Applicability.
This part applies to all acquisitions except—
(a) Contracts awarded using the simplified acquisition pro-

cedures of Part 13 (but see 13.501 for requirements pertaining
to sole source acquisitions of commercial items under
Subpart 13.5);

(b) Contracts awarded using contracting procedures (other
than those addressed in this part) that are expressly authorized
by statute;

(c) Contract modifications, including the exercise of priced
options that were evaluated as part of the initial competition
(see 17.207(f)), that are within the scope and under the terms
of an existing contract;

(d) Orders placed under requirements contracts or definite-
quantity contracts;

(e) Orders placed under indefinite-quantity contracts that
were entered into pursuant to this part when—

(1) The contract was awarded under Subpart 6.1 or 6.2
and all responsible sources were realistically permitted to
compete for the requirements contained in the order; or

(2) The contract was awarded under Subpart 6.3 and the
required justification and approval adequately covers the
requirements contained in the order; or

(f) Orders placed against task order and delivery order con-
tracts entered into pursuant to Subpart 16.5.

6.002 Limitations.
No agency shall contract for supplies or services from

another agency for the purpose of avoiding the requirements
of this part.

6.003 [Reserved]

Subpart 6.1—Full and Open Competition

6.100 Scope of subpart.
This subpart prescribes the policy and procedures that are

to be used to promote and provide for full and open
competition.

6.101 Policy.
(a) 10 U.S.C. 2304 and 41 U.S.C. 253 require, with certain

limited exceptions (see Subparts 6.2 and 6.3), that contracting
officers shall promote and provide for full and open competi-
tion in soliciting offers and awarding Government contracts.

(b) Contracting officers shall provide for full and open
competition through use of the competitive procedure(s) con-
tained in this subpart that are best suited to the circumstances
of the contract action and consistent with the need to fulfill the
Government’s requirements efficiently (10 U.S.C. 2304 and
41 U.S.C. 253).

6.102 Use of competitive procedures.
The competitive procedures available for use in fulfilling

the requirement for full and open competition are as follows:
(a) Sealed bids. (See 6.401(a).)
(b) Competitive proposals. (See 6.401(b).) If sealed bids

are not appropriate under paragraph (a) of this section, con-
tracting officers shall request competitive proposals or use the
other competitive procedures under paragraph (c) or (d) of
this section.

(c) Combination of competitive procedures. If sealed bids
are not appropriate, contracting officers may use any combi-
nation of competitive procedures (e.g., two-step sealed
bidding).

(d) Other competitive procedures. (1) Selection of sources
for architect-engineer contracts in accordance with the provi-
sions of 40 U.S.C. 1102 et seq. is a competitive procedure (see
Subpart 36.6 for procedures).

(2) Competitive selection of basic and applied research
and that part of development not related to the development
of a specific system or hardware procurement is a competitive
procedure if award results from—

(i) A broad agency announcement that is general in
nature identifying areas of research interest, including criteria
for selecting proposals, and soliciting the participation of all
offerors capable of satisfying the Government’s needs; and

(ii) A peer or scientific review.
(3) Use of multiple award schedules issued under the

procedures established by the Administrator of General Ser-
vices consistent with the requirement of
41 U.S.C. 259(b)(3)(A) for the multiple award schedule pro-
gram of the General Services Administration is a competitive
procedure.
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7.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policies and procedures for—
(a) Developing acquisition plans;
(b) Determining whether to use commercial or Govern-

ment resources for acquisition of supplies or services;
(c) Deciding whether it is more economical to lease equip-

ment rather than purchase it; and
(d) Determining whether functions are inherently

governmental.

Subpart 7.1—Acquisition Plans

7.101 Definitions.
As used in this subpart—
“Acquisition streamlining” means any effort that results in

more efficient and effective use of resources to design and
develop, or produce quality systems. This includes ensuring
that only necessary and cost-effective requirements are
included, at the most appropriate time in the acquisition cycle,
in solicitations and resulting contracts for the design, devel-
opment, and production of new systems, or for modifications
to existing systems that involve redesign of systems or
subsystems.

“Life-cycle cost” means the total cost to the Government
of acquiring, operating, supporting, and (if applicable) dispos-
ing of the items being acquired.

“Order” means an order placed under a—
(1) Federal Supply Schedule contract; or
(2) Task-order contract or delivery-order contract

awarded by another agency, (i.e., Governmentwide acquisi-
tion contract or multi-agency contract).

“Planner” means the designated person or office responsi-
ble for developing and maintaining a written plan, or for the
planning function in those acquisitions not requiring a written
plan.

7.102 Policy.
(a) Agencies shall perform acquisition planning and con-

duct market research (see Part 10) for all acquisitions in order
to promote and provide for—

(1) Acquisition of commercial items or, to the extent
that commercial items suitable to meet the agency’s needs are
not available, nondevelopmental items, to the maximum
extent practicable (10 U.S.C. 2377 and 41 U.S.C. 251,
et seq.); and

(2) Full and open competition (see Part 6) or, when full
and open competition is not required in accordance with
Part 6, to obtain competition to the maximum extent practica-
ble, with due regard to the nature of the supplies or services to
be acquired (10 U.S.C. 2301(a)(5) and 41 U.S.C. 253a(a)(1)).

(b) This planning shall integrate the efforts of all personnel
responsible for significant aspects of the acquisition. The pur-
pose of this planning is to ensure that the Government meets

its needs in the most effective, economical, and timely man-
ner. Agencies that have a detailed acquisition planning system
in place that generally meets the requirements of 7.104 and
7.105 need not revise their system to specifically meet all of
these requirements.

7.103 Agency-head responsibilities.
The agency head or a designee shall prescribe procedures

for—
(a) Promoting and providing for full and open competition

(see Part 6) or, when full and open competition is not required
in accordance with Part 6, for obtaining competition to the
maximum extent practicable, with due regard to the nature of
the supplies and services to be acquired (10 U.S.C. 2301(a)(5)
and 41 U.S.C. 253a(a)(1)).

(b) Encouraging offerors to supply commercial items, or to
the extent that commercial items suitable to meet the agency
needs are not available, nondevelopmental items in response
to agency solicitations (10 U.S.C. 2377 and 41 U.S.C. 251,
et seq.); and

(c) Ensuring that acquisition planners address the require-
ment to specify needs, develop specifications, and to solicit
offers in such a manner to promote and provide for full and
open competition with due regard to the nature of the supplies
and services to be acquired (10 U.S.C. 2305(a)(1)(A) and
41 U.S.C. 253a(a)(1)). (See Part 6 and 10.002.)

(d) Establishing criteria and thresholds at which increas-
ingly greater detail and formality in the planning process is
required as the acquisition becomes more complex and costly,
specifying those cases in which a written plan shall be
prepared.

(e) Writing plans either on a systems basis, on an individual
contract basis, or on an individual order basis, depending upon
the acquisition.

(f) Ensuring that the principles of this subpart are used, as
appropriate, for those acquisitions that do not require a written
plan as well as for those that do.

(g) Designating planners for acquisitions.
(h) Reviewing and approving acquisition plans and revi-

sions to these plans.
(i) Establishing criteria and thresholds at which design-to-

cost and life-cycle-cost techniques will be used.
(j) Establishing standard acquisition plan formats, if

desired, suitable to agency needs; and
(k) Waiving requirements of detail and formality, as nec-

essary, in planning for acquisitions having compressed deliv-
ery or performance schedules because of the urgency of the
need.

(l) Assuring that the contracting officer, prior to contract-
ing, reviews:

(1) The acquisition history of the supplies and services;
and
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(2) A description of the supplies, including, when nec-
essary for adequate description, a picture, drawing, diagram,
or other graphic representation.

(m) Ensuring that agency planners include use of the met-
ric system of measurement in proposed acquisitions in accor-
dance with 15 U.S.C. 205b (see 11.002(b)) and agency metric
plans and guidelines.

(n) Ensuring that agency planners—
(1) Specify needs for printing and writing paper consis-

tent with the minimum content standards specified in
section 505 of Executive Order 13101 of
September 14, 1998, Greening the Government through
Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition (see
11.303); and

(2) Comply with the policy in 11.002(d) regarding pro-
curement of products containing recovered materials, and
environmentally preferable and energy-efficient products and
services.

(o) Ensuring that acquisition planners specify needs and
develop plans, drawings, work statements, specifications, or
other product descriptions that address Electronic and Infor-
mation Technology Accessibility Standards (see 36 CFR
Part 1194) in proposed acquisitions (see 11.002(e)) and that
these standards are included in requirements planning, as
appropriate (see Subpart 39.2).

(p) Making a determination, prior to issuance of a solicita-
tion for advisory and assistance services involving the analy-
sis and evaluation of proposals submitted in response to a
solicitation, that a sufficient number of covered personnel
with the training and capability to perform an evaluation and
analysis of proposals submitted in response to a solicitation
are not readily available within the agency or from another
Federal agency in accordance with the guidelines at 37.204.

(q) Ensuring that no purchase request is initiated or con-
tract entered into that would result in the performance of an
inherently governmental function by a contractor and that all
contracts or orders are adequately managed so as to ensure
effective official control over contract or order performance.

(r) Ensuring that knowledge gained from prior acquisitions
is used to further refine requirements and acquisition strate-
gies. For services, greater use of performance-based contract-
ing methods and, therefore, fixed-price contracts (see
37.602-5) should occur for follow-on acquisitions.

(s) Ensuring that acquisition planners, to the maximum
extent practicable—

(1) Structure contract requirements to facilitate compe-
tition by and among small business concerns; and

(2) Avoid unnecessary and unjustified bundling that
precludes small business participation as contractors (see
7.107) (15 U.S.C. 631(j)).

(t) Ensuring that agency planners on information technol-
ogy acquisitions comply with the capital planning and invest-

ment control requirements in 40 U.S.C. 11312 and OMB
Circular A-130.

(u) Ensuring that agency planners on information technol-
ogy acquisitions comply with the information technology
security requirements in the Federal Information Security
Management Act (44 U.S.C. 3544), OMB’s implementing
policies including Appendix III of OMB Circular A-130, and
guidance and standards from the Department of Commerce’s
National Institute of Standards and Technology.

7.104 General procedures.
(a) Acquisition planning should begin as soon as the

agency need is identified, preferably well in advance of the
fiscal year in which contract award or order placement is nec-
essary. In developing the plan, the planner shall form a team
consisting of all those who will be responsible for significant
aspects of the acquisition, such as contracting, fiscal, legal,
and technical personnel. The planner should review previous
plans for similar acquisitions and discuss them with the key
personnel involved in those acquisitions. At key dates speci-
fied in the plan or whenever significant changes occur, and no
less often than annually, the planner shall review the plan and,
if appropriate, revise it.

(b) Requirements and logistics personnel should avoid
issuing requirements on an urgent basis or with unrealistic
delivery or performance schedules, since it generally restricts
competition and increases prices. Early in the planning pro-
cess, the planner should consult with requirements and logis-
tics personnel who determine type, quality, quantity, and
delivery requirements.

(c) The planner shall coordinate with and secure the con-
currence of the contracting officer in all acquisition planning.
If the plan proposes using other than full and open competition
when awarding a contract, the plan shall also be coordinated
with the cognizant competition advocate.

(d)(1) The planner shall coordinate the acquisition plan or
strategy with the cognizant small business specialist when the
strategy contemplates an acquisition meeting the dollar
amounts in paragraph (d)(2) of this section unless the contract
or order is entirely reserved or set-aside for small business
under Part 19. The small business specialist shall notify the
agency Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utiliza-
tion if the strategy involves contract bundling that is unneces-
sary, unjustified, or not identified as bundled by the agency.
If the strategy involves substantial bundling, the small busi-
ness specialist shall assist in identifying alternative strategies
that would reduce or minimize the scope of the bundling.

(2)(i) The strategy shall be coordinated with the cogni-
zant small business specialist in accordance with
paragraph (d)(1) of this section if the estimated contract or
order value is—

(A) $7 million or more for the Department of
Defense;
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(B) $5 million or more for the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration, the General Services Admin-
istration, and the Department of Energy; and

(C) $2 million or more for all other agencies.
(ii) If the strategy contemplates the award of multiple

contracts or orders, the thresholds in paragraph (d)(2)(i) of
this section apply to the cumulative maximum potential value,
including options, of the contracts and orders.

7.105 Contents of written acquisition plans.
In order to facilitate attainment of the acquisition objec-

tives, the plan must identify those milestones at which deci-
sions should be made (see paragraph (b)(18) of this section).
The plan must address all the technical, business, manage-
ment, and other significant considerations that will control the
acquisition. The specific content of plans will vary, depending
on the nature, circumstances, and stage of the acquisition. In
preparing the plan, the planner must follow the applicable
instructions in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, together
with the agency’s implementing procedures. Acquisition
plans for service contracts or orders must describe the strate-
gies for implementing performance-based contracting meth-
ods or must provide rationale for not using those methods (see
Subpart 37.6).

(a) Acquisition background and objectives— (1) State-
ment of need. Introduce the plan by a brief statement of need.
Summarize the technical and contractual history of the acqui-
sition. Discuss feasible acquisition alternatives, the impact of
prior acquisitions on those alternatives, and any related in-
house effort.

(2) Applicable conditions. State all significant condi-
tions affecting the acquisition, such as—

(i) Requirements for compatibility with existing or
future systems or programs; and

(ii) Any known cost, schedule, and capability or per-
formance constraints.

(3) Cost. Set forth the established cost goals for the
acquisition and the rationale supporting them, and discuss
related cost concepts to be employed, including, as appropri-
ate, the following items:

(i) Life-cycle cost. Discuss how life-cycle cost will
be considered. If it is not used, explain why. If appropriate,
discuss the cost model used to develop life-cycle-cost
estimates.

(ii) Design-to-cost. Describe the design-to-cost
objective(s) and underlying assumptions, including the ratio-
nale for quantity, learning-curve, and economic adjustment
factors. Describe how objectives are to be applied, tracked,
and enforced. Indicate specific related solicitation and con-
tractual requirements to be imposed.

(iii) Application of should-cost. Describe the appli-
cation of should-cost analysis to the acquisition (see
15.407-4).

(4) Capability or performance. Specify the required
capabilities or performance characteristics of the supplies or
the performance standards of the services being acquired and
state how they are related to the need.

(5) Delivery or performance-period requirements.
Describe the basis for establishing delivery or performance-
period requirements (see Subpart 11.4). Explain and provide
reasons for any urgency if it results in concurrency of devel-
opment and production or constitutes justification for not pro-
viding for full and open competition.

(6) Trade-offs. Discuss the expected consequences of
trade-offs among the various cost, capability or performance,
and schedule goals.

(7) Risks. Discuss technical, cost, and schedule risks
and describe what efforts are planned or underway to reduce
risk and the consequences of failure to achieve goals. If con-
currency of development and production is planned, discuss
its effects on cost and schedule risks.

(8) Acquisition streamlining. If specifically designated
by the requiring agency as a program subject to acquisition
streamlining, discuss plans and procedures to—

(i) Encourage industry participation by using draft
solicitations, presolicitation conferences, and other means of
stimulating industry involvement during design and develop-
ment in recommending the most appropriate application and
tailoring of contract requirements;

(ii) Select and tailor only the necessary and cost-
effective requirements; and

(iii) State the timeframe for identifying which of
those specifications and standards, originally provided for
guidance only, shall become mandatory.

(b) Plan of action— (1) Sources. Indicate the prospective
sources of supplies or services that can meet the need. Con-
sider required sources of supplies or services (see Part 8) and
sources identifiable through databases including the Govern-
mentwide database of contracts and other procurement instru-
ments intended for use by multiple agencies available at
www.contractdirectory.gov. Include consideration of small
business, veteran-owned small business, service-disabled vet-
eran-owned small business, HUBZone small business, small
disadvantaged business, and women-owned small business
concerns (see Part 19), and the impact of any bundling that
might affect their participation in the acquisition (see 7.107)
(15 U.S.C. 644(e)). When the proposed acquisition strategy
involves bundling, identify the incumbent contractors and
contracts affected by the bundling. Address the extent and
results of the market research and indicate their impact on the
various elements of the plan (see Part 10).

(2) Competition. (i) Describe how competition will be
sought, promoted, and sustained throughout the course of the
acquisition. If full and open competition is not contemplated,
cite the authority in 6.302, discuss the basis for the application
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of that authority, identify the source(s), and discuss why full
and open competition cannot be obtained.

(ii) Identify the major components or subsystems.
Discuss component breakout plans relative to these major
components or subsystems. Describe how competition will be
sought, promoted, and sustained for these components or
subsystems.

(iii) Describe how competition will be sought, pro-
moted, and sustained for spares and repair parts. Identify the
key logistic milestones, such as technical data delivery sched-
ules and acquisition method coding conferences, that affect
competition.

(iv) When effective subcontract competition is both
feasible and desirable, describe how such subcontract compe-
tition will be sought, promoted, and sustained throughout the
course of the acquisition. Identify any known barriers to
increasing subcontract competition and address how to over-
come them.

(3) Source-selection procedures. Discuss the source-
selection procedures for the acquisition, including the timing
for submission and evaluation of proposals, and the relation-
ship of evaluation factors to the attainment of the acquisition
objectives (see Subpart 15.3).

(4) Acquisition considerations. (i) For each contract
contemplated, discuss contract type selection (see Part 16);
use of multiyear contracting, options, or other special con-
tracting methods (see Part 17); any special clauses, special
solicitation provisions, or FAR deviations required (see
Subpart 1.4); whether sealed bidding or negotiation will be
used and why; whether equipment will be acquired by lease
or purchase (see Subpart 7.4) and why; and any other con-
tracting considerations. Provide rationale if a performance-
based contract will not be used or if a performance-based con-
tract for services is contemplated on other than a firm fixed
price basis (see 37.102(a) and 16.505(a)(3)).

(ii) For each order contemplated, discuss—
(A) For information technology acquisitions, how

the capital planning and investment control requirements of
40 U.S.C. 11312 and OMB Circular A-130 will be met (see
7.103(t) and Part 39); and

(B) Why this action benefits the Government,
such as when—

(1) The agency can accomplish its mission
more efficiently and effectively (e.g., take advantage of the
servicing agency’s specialized expertise; or gain access to
contractors with needed expertise); or

(2) Ordering through an indefinite delivery
contract facilitates access to small business concerns, includ-
ing small disadvantaged business concerns, 8(a) contractors,
women-owned small business concerns, HUBZone small
business concerns, veteran-owned small business concerns, or
service-disabled veteran-owned small business concerns.

(5) Budgeting and funding. Include budget estimates,
explain how they were derived, and discuss the schedule for
obtaining adequate funds at the time they are required (see
Subpart 32.7).

(6) Product or service descriptions. Explain the choice
of product or service description types (including perfor-
mance-based contracting descriptions) to be used in the
acquisition.

(7) Priorities, allocations, and allotments. When
urgency of the requirement dictates a particularly short deliv-
ery or performance schedule, certain priorities may apply. If
so, specify the method for obtaining and using priorities, allo-
cations, and allotments, and the reasons for them (see
Subpart 11.6).

(8) Contractor versus Government performance.
Address the consideration given to OMB Circular No. A-76
(see Subpart 7.3).

(9) Inherently governmental functions. Address the con-
sideration given to OFPP Policy Letter 92-1 (see Subpart 7.5).

(10) Management information requirements. Discuss,
as appropriate, what management system will be used by the
Government to monitor the contractor’s effort.

(11) Make or buy. Discuss any consideration given to
make-or-buy programs (see 15.407-2).

(12) Test and evaluation. To the extent applicable,
describe the test program of the contractor and the Govern-
ment. Describe the test program for each major phase of a
major system acquisition. If concurrency is planned, discuss
the extent of testing to be accomplished before production
release.

(13) Logistics considerations. Describe—
(i) The assumptions determining contractor or

agency support, both initially and over the life of the acquisi-
tion, including consideration of contractor or agency mainte-
nance and servicing (see Subpart 7.3) and distribution of
commercial items;

(ii) The reliability, maintainability, and quality assur-
ance requirements, including any planned use of warranties
(see Part 46);

(iii) The requirements for contractor data (including
repurchase data) and data rights, their estimated cost, and the
use to be made of the data (see Part 27); and

(iv) Standardization concepts, including the neces-
sity to designate, in accordance with agency procedures, tech-
nical equipment as “standard” so that future purchases of the
equipment can be made from the same manufacturing source.

(14) Government-furnished property. Indicate any
property to be furnished to contractors, including material and
facilities, and discuss any associated considerations, such as
its availability or the schedule for its acquisition (see Part 45).

(15) Government-furnished information. Discuss any
Government information, such as manuals, drawings, and test
data, to be provided to prospective offerors and contractors.
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(16) Environmental and energy conservation objec-
tives. Discuss all applicable environmental and energy con-
servation objectives associated with the acquisition (see
Part 23), the applicability of an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement (see 40 CFR 1502), the pro-
posed resolution of environmental issues, and any environ-
mentally-related requirements to be included in solicitations
and contracts.

(17) Security considerations. For acquisitions dealing
with classified matters, discuss how adequate security will be
established, maintained, and monitored (see Subpart 4.4). For
Information Technology acquisitions, discuss how agency
information security requirements will be met.

(18) Contract administration. Describe how the con-
tract will be administered. In contracts for services, include
how inspection and acceptance corresponding to the work
statement’s performance criteria will be enforced.

(19) Other considerations. Discuss, as applicable, stan-
dardization concepts, the industrial readiness program, the
Defense Production Act, the Occupational Safety and Health
Act, foreign sales implications, and any other matters ger-
mane to the plan not covered elsewhere.

(20) Milestones for the acquisition cycle. Address the
following steps and any others appropriate:

Acquisition plan approval.
Statement of work.
Specifications.
Data requirements.
Completion of acquisition-package preparation.
Purchase request.
Justification and approval for other than full and open
competition where applicable and/or any required D&F
approval.
Issuance of synopsis.
Issuance of solicitation.
Evaluation of proposals, audits, and field reports.
Beginning and completion of negotiations.
Contract preparation, review, and clearance.
Contract award.

(21) Identification of participants in acquisition plan
preparation. List the individuals who participated in prepar-
ing the acquisition plan, giving contact information for each.

7.106 Additional requirements for major systems.
(a) In planning for the solicitation of a major system (see

Part 34) development contract, planners shall consider requir-
ing offerors to include, in their offers, proposals to incorporate
in the design of a major system—

(1) Items which are currently available within the sup-
ply system of the agency responsible for the major system,
available elsewhere in the national supply system, or commer-
cially available from more than one source; and

(2) Items which the Government will be able to acquire
competitively in the future if they are likely to be needed in
substantial quantities during the system’s service life.

(b) In planning for the solicitation of a major system (see
Part 34) production contract, planners shall consider requiring
offerors to include, in their offers, proposals identifying
opportunities to assure that the Government will be able to
obtain, on a competitive basis, items acquired in connection
with the system that are likely to be acquired in substantial
quantities during the service life of the system. Proposals sub-
mitted in response to such requirements may include the
following:

(1) Proposals to provide the Government the right to use
technical data to be provided under the contract for competi-
tive future acquisitions, together with the cost to the Govern-
ment, if any, of acquiring such technical data and the right to
use such data.

(2) Proposals for the qualification or development of
multiple sources of supply for competitive future acquisitions.

(c) In determining whether to apply paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, planners shall consider the purposes for which
the system is being acquired and the technology necessary to
meet the system’s required capabilities. If such proposals are
required, the contracting officer shall consider them in evalu-
ating competing offers. In noncompetitive awards, the factors
in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, may be considered by
the contracting officer as objectives in negotiating the
contract.

7.107 Additional requirements for acquisitions involving 
bundling.
(a) Bundling may provide substantial benefits to the Gov-

ernment. However, because of the potential impact on small
business participation, the head of the agency must conduct
market research to determine whether bundling is necessary
and justified (15 U.S.C. 644(e)(2)). Market research may
indicate that bundling is necessary and justified if an agency
or the Government would derive measurably substantial ben-
efits (see 10.001(a)(2)(iv) and (a)(3)(vi)).

(b) Measurably substantial benefits may include, individ-
ually or in any combination or aggregate, cost savings or price
reduction, quality improvements that will save time or
improve or enhance performance or efficiency, reduction in
acquisition cycle times, better terms and conditions, and any
other benefits. The agency must quantify the identified bene-
fits and explain how their impact would be measurably sub-
stantial. Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section,
the agency may determine bundling to be necessary and jus-
tified if, as compared to the benefits that it would derive from
contracting to meet those requirements if not bundled, it
would derive measurably substantial benefits equivalent to—

(1) Ten percent of the estimated contract or order value
(including options) if the value is $75 million or less; or
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(2) Five percent of the estimated contract or order value
(including options) or $7.5 million, whichever is greater, if the
value exceeds $75 million.

(c) Without power of delegation, the service acquisition
executive for the military departments, the Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics for the
defense agencies, or the Deputy Secretary or equivalent for
the civilian agencies may determine that bundling is necessary
and justified when—

(1) The expected benefits do not meet the thresholds in
paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this section but are critical to
the agency’s mission success; and

(2) The acquisition strategy provides for maximum
practicable participation by small business concerns.

(d) Reduction of administrative or personnel costs alone is
not sufficient justification for bundling unless the cost savings
are expected to be at least 10 percent of the estimated contract
or order value (including options) of the bundled
requirements.

(e) Substantial bundling is any bundling that results in a
contract or order that meets the dollar amounts specified in
7.104(d)(2). When the proposed acquisition strategy involves
substantial bundling, the acquisition strategy must
additionally—

(1) Identify the specific benefits anticipated to be
derived from bundling;

(2) Include an assessment of the specific impediments
to participation by small business concerns as contractors that
result from bundling;

(3) Specify actions designed to maximize small busi-
ness participation as contractors, including provisions that
encourage small business teaming;

(4) Specify actions designed to maximize small busi-
ness participation as subcontractors (including suppliers) at
any tier under the contract, or order, that may be awarded to
meet the requirements;

(5) Include a specific determination that the anticipated
benefits of the proposed bundled contract or order justify its
use; and

(6) Identify alternative strategies that would reduce or
minimize the scope of the bundling, and the rationale for not
choosing those alternatives.

(f) The contracting officer must justify bundling in acqui-
sition strategy documentation.

(g) In assessing whether cost savings would be achieved
through bundling, the contracting officer must consider the
cost that has been charged or, where data is available, could
be charged by small business concerns for the same or similar
work.

(h) The requirements of this section, except for
paragraph (e), do not apply if a cost comparison analysis will
be performed in accordance with OMB Circular A-76.

7.108 Additional requirements for telecommuting.
In accordance with section 1428 of Public Law 108-136,

an agency shall generally not discourage a contractor from
allowing its employees to telecommute in the performance of
Government contracts. Therefore, agencies shall not—

(a) Include in a solicitation a requirement that prohibits an
offeror from permitting its employees to telecommute unless
the contracting officer first determines that the requirements
of the agency, including security requirements, cannot be met
if telecommuting is permitted. The contracting officer shall
document the basis for the determination in writing and spec-
ify the prohibition in the solicitation; or

(b) When telecommuting is not prohibited, unfavorably
evaluate an offer because it includes telecommuting, unless
the contracting officer first determines that the requirements
of the agency, including security requirements, would be
adversely impacted if telecommuting is permitted. The con-
tracting officer shall document the basis for the determination
in writing and address the evaluation procedures in the
solicitation.
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8.000 Scope of part.
This part deals with the acquisition of supplies and services

from or through Government supply sources.

8.001 General.
Regardless of the source of supplies or services to be

acquired, information technology acquisitions shall comply
with capital planning and investment control requirements in
40 U.S.C. 11312 and OMB Circular A-130.

8.002 Priorities for use of Government supply sources.
(a) Except as required by 8.003, or as otherwise provided

by law, agencies shall satisfy requirements for supplies and
services from or through the sources and publications listed
below in descending order of priority—

(1) Supplies. (i) Agency inventories;
(ii) Excess from other agencies (see Subpart 8.1);
(iii) Federal Prison Industries, Inc. (see Subpart 8.6);
(iv) Supplies which are on the Procurement List

maintained by the Committee for Purchase From People Who
Are Blind or Severely Disabled (see Subpart 8.7);

(v) Wholesale supply sources, such as stock pro-
grams of the General Services Administration (GSA) (see
41 CFR 101-26.3), the Defense Logistics Agency (see
41 CFR 101-26.6), the Department of Veterans Affairs (see
41 CFR 101-26.704), and military inventory control points;

(vi) Mandatory Federal Supply Schedules (see
Subpart 8.4);

(vii) Optional use Federal Supply Schedules (see
Subpart 8.4); and

(viii) Commercial sources (including educational
and nonprofit institutions).

(2) Services. (i) Services which are on the Procurement
List maintained by the Committee for Purchase From People
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled (see Subpart 8.7);

(ii) Mandatory Federal Supply Schedules (see
Subpart 8.4);

(iii) Optional use Federal Supply Schedules (see
Subpart 8.4); and

(iv) Federal Prison Industries, Inc. (see Subpart 8.6),
or commercial sources (including educational and nonprofit
institutions).

(b) Sources other than those listed in paragraph (a) of this
section may be used as prescribed in 41 CFR 101-26.301 and
in an unusual and compelling urgency as prescribed in 6.302-2
and in 41 CFR 101-25.101-5.

(c) The statutory obligation for Government agencies to
satisfy their requirements for supplies or services available
from the Committee for Purchase From People Who Are
Blind or Severely Disabled also applies when contractors pur-
chase the supplies or services for Government use.

8.003 Use of other Government supply sources.
Agencies shall satisfy requirements for the following sup-

plies or services from or through specified sources, as
applicable:

(a) Public utility services (see Part 41);
(b) Printing and related supplies (see Subpart 8.8);
(c) Leased motor vehicles (see Subpart 8.11);
(d) Strategic and critical materials (e.g., metals and ores)

from inventories exceeding Defense National Stockpile
requirements (detailed information is available from the—

Defense National Stockpile Center
8725 John J. Kingman Rd., Suite 3229
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-6223; and

(e) Helium (see Subpart 8.5—Acquisition of Helium).

8.004 Contract clause.
Insert the clause at 52.208-9, Contractor Use of Mandatory

Sources of Supply and Services, in solicitations and contracts
that require a contractor to provide supplies or services for
Government use that are on the Procurement List maintained
by the Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind
or Severely Disabled. The contracting officer shall identify in
the contract schedule the supplies or services that shall be pur-
chased from a mandatory source and the specific source.

Subpart 8.1—Excess Personal Property

8.101 [Reserved]

8.102 Policy.
When practicable, agencies must use excess personal prop-

erty as the first source of supply for agency and cost-reim-
bursement contractor requirements. Agency personnel must
make positive efforts to satisfy agency requirements by
obtaining and using excess personal property (including that
suitable for adaptation or substitution) before initiating a
contract action.

8.103 Information on available excess personal property.
Information regarding the availability of excess personal

property can be obtained through—
(a) Review of excess personal property catalogs and bulle-

tins issued by the General Services Administration (GSA);
(b) Personal contact with GSA or the activity holding the

property;
(c) Submission of supply requirements to the regional

offices of GSA (GSA Form 1539, Request for Excess Per-
sonal Property, is available for this purpose); and

(d) Examination and inspection of reports and samples of
excess personal property in GSA regional offices.
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8.104 Obtaining nonreportable property.
GSA will assist agencies in meeting their requirements for

supplies of the types excepted from reporting as excess by the

Federal Management Regulations (41 CFR 102-36.90). Fed-
eral agencies requiring such supplies should contact the
appropriate GSA regional office.
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11.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policies and procedures for describing

agency needs.

11.001 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Reconditioned” means restored to the original normal

operating condition by readjustments and material
replacement.

“Remanufactured” means factory rebuilt to original
specifications.

11.002 Policy.
(a) In fulfilling requirements of 10 U.S.C. 2305(a)(1),

10 U.S.C. 2377, 41 U.S.C. 253a(a), and 41 U.S.C. 264b,
agencies shall—

(1) Specify needs using market research in a manner
designed to—

(i) Promote full and open competition (see Part 6), or
maximum practicable competition when using simplified
acquisition procedures, with due regard to the nature of the
supplies or services to be acquired; and

(ii) Only include restrictive provisions or conditions
to the extent necessary to satisfy the needs of the agency or as
authorized by law.

(2) To the maximum extent practicable, ensure that
acquisition officials—

(i) State requirements with respect to an acquisition
of supplies or services in terms of—

(A) Functions to be performed;
(B) Performance required; or
(C) Essential physical characteristics;

(ii) Define requirements in terms that enable and
encourage offerors to supply commercial items, or, to the
extent that commercial items suitable to meet the agency’s
needs are not available, nondevelopmental items, in response
to the agency solicitations;

(iii) Provide offerors of commercial items and non-
developmental items an opportunity to compete in any acqui-
sition to fill such requirements;

(iv) Require prime contractors and subcontractors at
all tiers under the agency contracts to incorporate commercial
items or nondevelopmental items as components of items sup-
plied to the agency; and

(v) Modify requirements in appropriate cases to
ensure that the requirements can be met by commercial items
or, to the extent that commercial items suitable to meet the
agency’s needs are not available, nondevelopmental items.

(b) The Metric Conversion Act of 1975, as amended by the
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988
(15 U.S.C. 205a, et seq.), designates the metric system of
measurement as the preferred system of weights and measures
for United States trade and commerce, and it requires that each

agency use the metric system of measurement in its acquisi-
tions, except to the extent that such use is impracticable or is
likely to cause significant inefficiencies or loss of markets to
United States firms. Requiring activities are responsible for
establishing guidance implementing this policy in formulat-
ing their requirements for acquisitions.

(c) To the extent practicable and consistent with
Subpart 9.5, potential offerors should be given an opportunity
to comment on agency requirements or to recommend appli-
cation and tailoring of requirements documents and alterna-
tive approaches. Requiring agencies should apply
specifications, standards, and related documents initially for
guidance only, making final decisions on the application and
tailoring of these documents as a product of the design and
development process. Requiring agencies should not dictate
detailed design solutions prematurely (see 7.101 and
7.105(a)(8)).

(d)(1) The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6901, et seq.), Executive Order 13101 of
September 14, 1998, Greening the Government through
Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition, Exec-
utive Order 13123 of June 3, 1999, Greening the Government
through Efficient Energy Management, and Executive
Order 13221 of July 31, 2001, Energy-Efficient Standby
Power Devices, establish requirements for acquiring—

(i) Products containing recovered materials;
(ii) Environmentally preferable products and

services;
(iii) Energy-efficient products and services;
(iv) Products and services that utilize renewable

energy technologies; and
(v) Products containing energy-efficient standby

power devices.
(2) Executive agencies shall consider use of recovered

materials, energy- and water-efficient products and services,
products containing energy-efficient standby power devices,
environmentally preferable purchasing criteria developed by
the EPA, and environmental objectives (see Subparts 23.2 and
23.4, and 23.703(b)) when—

(i) Developing, reviewing, or revising Federal and
military specifications, product descriptions (including com-
mercial item descriptions) and standards;

(ii) Describing Government requirements for sup-
plies and services; and

(iii) Developing source-selection factors.
(e) Some or all of the performance levels or performance

specifications in a solicitation may be identified as targets
rather than as fixed or minimum requirements.

(f) In accordance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794d), requiring activities must pre-
pare requirements documents for electronic and information
technology that comply with the applicable accessibility stan-
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dards issued by the Architectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board at 36 CFR Part 1194 (see Subpart 39.2)

(g) Agencies shall not include in a solicitation a require-
ment that prohibits an offeror from permitting its employees
to telecommute unless the contracting officer executes a writ-
ten determination in accordance with FAR 7.108(a).

Subpart 11.1—Selecting and Developing 
Requirements Documents

11.101 Order of precedence for requirements documents.
(a) Agencies may select from existing requirements docu-

ments, modify or combine existing requirements documents,
or create new requirements documents to meet agency needs,
consistent with the following order of precedence:

(1) Documents mandated for use by law.
(2) Performance-oriented documents.
(3) Detailed design-oriented documents.
(4) Standards, specifications and related publications

issued by the Government outside the Defense or Federal
series for the non-repetitive acquisition of items.

(b) Agencies shall prepare requirements documents to
achieve maximum practicable—

(1) Energy efficiency, including using products contain-
ing energy-efficient standby power devices and renewable
energy technologies; and

(2) Use of recovered material, other materials that are
environmentally preferable, energy- and water-efficient prod-
ucts, and renewable energy technologies (see Subparts 23.2,
23.4, and 23.7).

(c) In accordance with OMB Circular A-119, “Federal Par-
ticipation in the Development and Use of Voluntary Consen-
sus Standards and in Conformity Assessment Activities,”
agencies must use voluntary consensus standards, when they
exist, in lieu of Government-unique standards, except where
inconsistent with law or otherwise impractical. The private
sector manages and administers voluntary consensus stan-
dards. Such standards are not mandated by law (e.g., industry
standards such as ISO 9000).

11.102 Standardization program.
Agencies shall select existing requirements documents or

develop new requirements documents that meet the needs of
the agency in accordance with the guidance contained in the
Federal Standardization Manual, FSPM-0001; for DoD com-
ponents, DoD 4120.24-M, Defense Standardization Program
Policies and Procedures; and for IT standards and guidance,
the Federal Information Processing Standards Publications
(FIPS PUBS).  The Federal Standardization Manual may be
obtained from the General Services Administration (see
address in 11.201(d)(1)).  DoD 4120.24-M may be obtained
from DoD (see address in 11.201(d)(2)).  FIPS PUBS may be
obtained from the Government Printing Office (GPO), or the

Department of Commerce’s National Technical Information
Service (NTIS) (see address in 11.201(d)(3)).

11.103 Market acceptance.
(a) Section 8002(c) of Pub. L. 103-355 provides that, in

accordance with agency procedures, the head of an agency
may, under appropriate circumstances, require offerors to
demonstrate that the items offered—

(1) Have either—
(i) Achieved commercial market acceptance; or
(ii) Been satisfactorily supplied to an agency under

current or recent contracts for the same or similar
requirements; and

(2) Otherwise meet the item description, specifications,
or other criteria prescribed in the public notice and
solicitation.

(b) Appropriate circumstances may, for example, include
situations where the agency’s minimum need is for an item
that has a demonstrated reliability, performance or product
support record in a specified environment. Use of market
acceptance is inappropriate when new or evolving items may
meet the agency’s needs.

(c) In developing criteria for demonstrating that an item
has achieved commercial market acceptance, the contracting
officer shall ensure the criteria in the solicitation—

(1) Reflect the minimum need of the agency and are rea-
sonably related to the demonstration of an item’s acceptability
to meet the agency’s minimum need;

(2) Relate to an item’s performance and intended use,
not an offeror’s capability;

(3) Are supported by market research;
(4) Include consideration of items supplied satisfacto-

rily under recent or current Government contracts, for the
same or similar items; and

(5) Consider the entire relevant commercial market,
including small business concerns.

(d) Commercial market acceptance shall not be used as a
sole criterion to evaluate whether an item meets the Govern-
ment’s requirements.

(e) When commercial market acceptance is used, the con-
tracting officer shall document the file to—

(1) Describe the circumstances justifying the use of
commercial market acceptance criteria; and

(2) Support the specific criteria being used.

11.104 Use of brand name or equal purchase descriptions.
(a) While the use of performance specifications is pre-

ferred to encourage offerors to propose innovative solutions,
the use of brand name or equal purchase descriptions may be
advantageous under certain circumstances.

(b) Brand name or equal purchase descriptions must
include, in addition to the brand name, a general description
of those salient physical, functional, or performance charac-
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teristics of the brand name item that an “equal” item must
meet to be acceptable for award. Use brand name or equal
descriptions when the salient characteristics are firm
requirements.

11.105 Items peculiar to one manufacturer.
Agency requirements shall not be written so as to require

a particular brand name, product, or a feature of a product,
peculiar to one manufacturer, thereby precluding consider-
ation of a product manufactured by another company,
unless—

(a) The particular brand name, product, or feature is essen-
tial to the Government’s requirements, and market research
indicates other companies’ similar products, or products lack-
ing the particular feature, do not meet, or cannot be modified
to meet, the agency’s needs;

(b) The authority to contract without providing for full and
open competition is supported by the required justifications
and approvals (see 6.302-1); and

(c) The basis for not providing for maximum practicable
competition is documented in the file when the acquisition is
awarded using simplified acquisition procedures.

11.106 Purchase descriptions for service contracts.
In drafting purchase descriptions for service contracts,

agency requiring activities shall ensure that inherently gov-
ernmental functions (see Subpart 7.5) are not assigned to a
contractor. These purchase descriptions shall—

(a) Reserve final determination for Government officials;

(b) Require proper identification of contractor personnel
who attend meetings, answer Government telephones, or
work in situations where their actions could be construed as
acts of Government officials unless, in the judgment of the
agency, no harm can come from failing to identify themselves;
and

(c) Require suitable marking of all documents or reports
produced by contractors.

11.107 Solicitation provision.
(a) Insert the provision at 52.211-6, Brand Name or Equal,

when brand name or equal purchase descriptions are included
in a solicitation.

(b) Insert the provision at 52.211-7, Alternatives to Gov-
ernment-Unique Standards, in solicitations that use Govern-
ment-unique standards when the agency uses the transaction-
based reporting method to report its use of voluntary consen-
sus standards to the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (see OMB Circular A-119, “Federal Participation in
the Development and Use of Voluntary Consensus Standards
and in Conformity Assessment Activities”). Use of the provi-
sion is optional for agencies that report their use of voluntary
consensus standards to the National Institute of Standards and
Technology using the categorical reporting method. Agencies
that manage their specifications on a contract-by-contract
basis use the transaction-based method of reporting. Agencies
that manage their specifications centrally use the categorical
method of reporting. Agency regulations regarding specifica-
tion management describe which method is used.
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Subpart 11.2—Using and Maintaining 
Requirements Documents

11.201 Identification and availability of specifications.
(a) Solicitations citing requirements documents listed in

the General Services Administration (GSA) Index of Federal
Specifications, Standards and Commercial Item Descriptions,
the DoD Index of Specifications and Standards (DoDISS), or
other agency index shall identify each document’s approval
date and the dates of any applicable amendments and revi-
sions. Do not use general identification references, such as “the
issue in effect on the date of the solicitation.” Contracting offices
will not normally furnish these cited documents with the solic-
itation, except when—

(1) The requirements document must be furnished with
the solicitation to enable prospective contractors to make a
competent evaluation of the solicitation;

(2) In the judgment of the contracting officer, it would
be impracticable for prospective contractors to obtain the doc-
uments in reasonable time to respond to the solicitation; or

(3) A prospective contractor requests a copy of a Gov-
ernment promulgated requirements document.

(b) Contracting offices shall clearly identify in the solici-
tation any pertinent documents not listed in the GSA Index of
Federal Specifications, Standards and Commercial Item
Descriptions or DoDISS. Such documents shall be furnished
with the solicitation or specific instructions shall be furnished
for obtaining or examining such documents.

(c) When documents refer to other documents, such refer-
ences shall—

(1) Be restricted to documents, or appropriate portions
of documents, that apply in the acquisition;

(2) Cite the extent of their applicability;
(3) Not conflict with other documents and provisions of

the solicitation; and
(4) Identify all applicable first tier references.

(d)(1) The GSA Index of Federal Specifications, Standards
and Commercial Item Descriptions, FPMR Part 101-29, may
be purchased from the—

General Services Administration
Federal Supply Service
Specifications Section
Suite 8100
470 East L’Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20407
Telephone (202) 619-8925.

(2) The DoDISS may be obtained from the—
(i) ASSIST database via the Internet at http://

assist.daps.dla.mil; or

Department of Defense Single Stock Point
(DoDSSP)
Building 4, Section D

700 Robbins Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111-5094
Telephone (215) 697-2667/2179
Facsimile (215) 697-1462.

(3) The FIPS PUBS may be obtained from—

http://www.itl.nist.gov/fipspubs/, or purchased from the—

Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC  20402, 
Telephone (202) 512-1800, 
Facsimile (202) 512-2250; or 

National Technical Information Service (NTIS), 
5285 Port Royal Road, 
Springfield, VA  22161, 
Telephone (703) 605-6000, 
Facsimile (703) 605-6900, 
Email: orders@ntis.gov.

(e) Agencies may purchase some nongovernment stan-
dards, including voluntary consensus standards, from the
National Technical Information Service’s Fedworld Informa-
tion Network. Agencies may also obtain nongovernment stan-
dards from the standards developing organization responsible
for the preparation, publication, or maintenance of the stan-
dard, or from an authorized document reseller. The National
Institute of Standards and Technology can assist agencies in
identifying sources for, and content of, nongovernment stan-
dards. DoD activities may obtain from the DoDSSP those
nongovernment standards, including voluntary consensus
standards, adopted for use by defense activities.

11.202 Maintenance of standardization documents.
(a) Recommendations for changes to standardization doc-

uments listed in the GSA Index of Federal Specifications,
Standards and Commercial Item Descriptions should be sub-
mitted to the—

General Services Administration
Federal Supply Service
Office of Acquisition
Washington, DC 20406.

Agencies shall submit recommendations for changes to stan-
dardization documents listed in the DoDISS to the cognizant
preparing activity.

(b) When an agency cites an existing standardization doc-
ument but modifies it to meet its needs, the agency shall fol-
low the guidance in Federal Standardization Manual and, for
Defense components, DoD 4120.24-M, Defense Standardiza-
tion Program Policies and Procedures.

11.203 Customer satisfaction.
Acquisition organizations shall communicate with cus-

tomers to determine how well the requirements document
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reflects the customer’s needs and to obtain suggestions for
corrective actions. Whenever practicable, the agency may
provide affected industry an opportunity to comment on the
requirements documents.

11.204 Solicitation provisions and contract clauses.
(a) The contracting officer shall insert the provision at

52.211-1, Availability of Specifications Listed in the GSA
Index of Federal Specifications, Standards and Commercial
Item Descriptions, FPMR Part 101-29, in solicitations that
cite specifications listed in the Index that are not furnished
with the solicitation.

(b) The contracting officer shall insert the provision at
52.211-2, Availability of Specifications Listed in the DoD
Index of Specifications and Standards (DoDISS) and Descrip-
tions Listed in the Acquisition Management Systems and Data
Requirements Control List, DoD 5010.12-L, in solicitations

that cite specifications listed in the DoDISS or DoD
5010.12-L that are not furnished with the solicitation.

(c) The contracting officer shall insert a provision substan-
tially the same as the provision at 52.211-3, Availability of
Specifications Not Listed in the GSA Index of Federal Spec-
ifications, Standards and Commercial Item Descriptions, in
solicitations that cite specifications that are not listed in the
Index and are not furnished with the solicitation, but may be
obtained from a designated source.

(d) The contracting officer shall insert a provision substan-
tially the same as the provision at 52.211-4, Availability for
Examination of Specifications Not Listed in the GSA Index of
Federal Specifications, Standards and Commercial Item
Descriptions, in solicitations that cite specifications that are
not listed in the Index and are available for examination at a
specified location.
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Subpart 12.5—Applicability of Certain Laws 
to the Acquisition of Commercial Items

12.500 Scope of subpart.
As required by Section 34 of the Office of Federal Procure-

ment Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 430), this subpart lists provisions
of laws that are not applicable to contracts for the acquisition
of commercial items, or are not applicable to subcontracts, at
any tier, for the acquisition of a commercial item. This subpart
also lists provisions of law that have been amended to elimi-
nate or modify their applicability to either contracts or sub-
contracts for the acquisition of commercial items.

12.501 Applicability.
(a) This subpart applies to any contract or subcontract at

any tier for the acquisition of commercial items.
(b) Nothing in this subpart shall be construed to authorize

the waiver of any provision of law with respect to any subcon-
tract if the prime contractor is reselling or distributing com-
mercial items of another contractor without adding value.
This limitation is intended to preclude establishment of
unusual contractual arrangements solely for the purpose of
Government sales.

(c) For purposes of this subpart, contractors awarded sub-
contracts under Subpart 19.8, Contracting with the Small
Business Administration (the 8(a) Program), shall be consid-
ered prime contractors.

12.502 Procedures.
(a) The FAR prescription for the provision or clause for

each of the laws listed in 12.503 has been revised in the appro-
priate part to reflect its proper application to prime contracts
for the acquisition of commercial items.

(b) For subcontracts for the acquisition of commercial
items or commercial components, the clauses at 52.212-5,
Contract Terms and Conditions Required to Implement Stat-
utes or Executive Orders—Commercial Items, and 52.244-6,
Subcontracts for Commercial Items and Commercial Compo-
nents, reflect the applicability of the laws listed in 12.504 by
identifying the only provisions and clauses that are required
to be included in a subcontract at any tier for the acquisition
of commercial items or commercial components.

12.503 Applicability of certain laws to Executive agency 
contracts for the acquisition of commercial items.
(a) The following laws are not applicable to Executive

agency contracts for the acquisition of commercial items:
(1) 41 U.S.C. 43, Walsh-Healey Act (see Subpart 22.6).
(2) 41 U.S.C. 254(a) and 10 U.S.C. 2306(b), Contin-

gent Fees (see 3.404).
(3) 41 U.S.C. 416(a)(6), Minimum Response Time for

Offers under Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act (see
5.203).

(4) 41 U.S.C. 701, et seq., Drug-Free Workplace Act
of 1988 (see 23.501).

(5) 31 U.S.C. 1354(a), Limitation on use of appropri-
ated funds for contracts with entities not meeting veterans’
employment reporting requirements (see 22.1302).

(b) Certain requirements of the following laws are not
applicable to executive agency contracts for the acquisition of
commercial items:

(1) 40 U.S.C. 3701 et seq., Requirement for a certifi-
cate and clause under the Contract Work Hours and Safety
Standards Act (see 22.305).

(2) 41 U.S.C. 57(a) and (b), and 58, Requirement for a
clause and certain other requirements related to the Anti-
Kickback Act of 1986 (see 3.502).

(3) 49 U.S.C. 40118, Requirement for a clause under
the Fly American provisions (see 47.405).

(c) The applicability of the following laws have been mod-
ified in regards to Executive agency contracts for the acquisi-
tion of commercial items:

(1) 41 U.S.C. 253g and 10 U.S.C. 2402, Prohibition on
Limiting Subcontractor Direct Sales to the United States (see
3.503).

(2) 41 U.S.C. 254(d) and 10 U.S.C. 2306a, Truth in
Negotiations Act (see 15.403).

(3) 41 U.S.C. 422, Cost Accounting Standards (48 CFR
Chapter 99) (see 12.214).

12.504 Applicability of certain laws to subcontracts for 
the acquisition of commercial items.
(a) The following laws are not applicable to subcontracts

at any tier for the acquisition of commercial items or commer-
cial components at any tier:

(1) 10 U.S.C. 2631, Transportation of Supplies by Sea
(except for the types of subcontracts listed at 47.504(d)).

(2) 15 U.S.C. 644(d), Requirements relative to labor
surplus areas under the Small Business Act (see
Subpart 19.2).

(3) 31 U.S.C. 1352, Limitation on Payments to Influ-
ence Certain Federal Transactions (see Subpart 3.8).

(4) 41 U.S.C. 43, Walsh-Healey Act (see Subpart 22.6).
(5) 41 U.S.C. 253d, Validation of Proprietary Data

Restrictions (see Subpart 27.4).
(6) 41 U.S.C. 254(a) and 10 U.S.C. 2306(b), Contin-

gent Fees (see Subpart 3.4).
(7) 41 U.S.C. 254d(c) and 10 U.S.C. 2313(c), Exami-

nation of Records of Contractor, when a subcontractor is not
required to provide cost or pricing data (see 15.209(b)).

(8) 41 U.S.C. 416(a)(6), Minimum Response Time for
Offers under Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act (see
Subpart 5.2).

(9) 41 U.S.C. 418a, Rights in Technical Data (see
Subpart 27.4).
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(10) 41 U.S.C. 701, et seq., Drug-Free Workplace Act
of 1988 (see Subpart 23.5).

(11) 46 U.S.C. App. 1241(b), Transportation in Ameri-
can Vessels of Government Personnel and Certain Cargo (see
Subpart 47.5) (except for the types of subcontracts listed at
47.504(d)).

(12) 49 U.S.C. 40118, Fly American provisions (see
Subpart 47.4).

(b) The requirements for a certificate and clause under the
Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act,
40 U.S.C. 3701 et seq., (see Subpart 22.3) are not applicable

to subcontracts at any tier for the acquisition of commercial
items or commercial components.

(c) The applicability of the following laws has been mod-
ified in regards to subcontracts at any tier for the acquisition
of commercial items or commercial components:

(1) 41 U.S.C. 253g and 10 U.S.C. 2402, Prohibition on
Limiting Subcontractor Direct Sales to the United States (see
Subpart 3.5).

(2) 41 U.S.C. 254(d) and 10 U.S.C. 2306a, Truth in
Negotiations Act (see Subpart 15.4).

(3) 41 U.S.C. 422, Cost Accounting Standards (48 CFR
Chapter 99) (see 12.214).
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13.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policies and procedures for the acqui-

sition of supplies and services, including construction,
research and development, and commercial items, the aggre-
gate amount of which does not exceed the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold (see 2.101). Subpart 13.5 provides special
authority for acquisitions of commercial items exceeding the
simplified acquisition threshold but not exceeding $5 million
($10 million for acquisitions as described in 13.500(e)),
including options. See Part 12 for policies applicable to the
acquisition of commercial items exceeding the micro-pur-
chase threshold. See 36.602-5 for simplified procedures to be
used when acquiring architect-engineer services.

13.001 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Authorized individual” means a person who has been

granted authority, in accordance with agency procedures, to
acquire supplies and services in accordance with this part.

“Governmentwide commercial purchase card” means a
purchase card, similar in nature to a commercial credit card,
issued to authorized agency personnel to use to acquire and to
pay for supplies and services.

“Imprest fund” means a cash fund of a fixed amount estab-
lished by an advance of funds, without charge to an appropri-
ation, from an agency finance or disbursing officer to a duly
appointed cashier, for disbursement as needed from time to
time in making payment in cash for relatively small amounts.

“Third party draft” means an agency bank draft, similar to
a check, that is used to acquire and to pay for supplies and ser-
vices. (See Treasury Financial Management Manual,
Section 3040.70.)

13.002 Purpose.
The purpose of this part is to prescribe simplified acquisi-

tion procedures in order to—
(a) Reduce administrative costs;
(b) Improve opportunities for small, small disadvantaged,

women-owned, veteran-owned, HUBZone, and service-dis-
abled veteran-owned small business concerns to obtain a fair
proportion of Government contracts;

(c) Promote efficiency and economy in contracting; and
(d) Avoid unnecessary burdens for agencies and

contractors.

13.003 Policy.
(a) Agencies shall use simplified acquisition procedures to

the maximum extent practicable for all purchases of supplies
or services not exceeding the simplified acquisition threshold
(including purchases at or below the micro-purchase thresh-
old). This policy does not apply if an agency can meet its
requirement using—

(1) Required sources of supply under Part 8
(e.g., Federal Prison Industries, Committee for Purchase from
People Who are Blind or Severely Disabled, and Federal Sup-
ply Schedule contracts);

(2) Existing indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity
contracts; or

(3) Other established contracts.
(b)(1) Each acquisition of supplies or services that has an

anticipated dollar value exceeding $2,500 ($15,000 for acqui-
sitions as described in 13.201(g)(1)) and not exceeding
$100,000 ($250,000 for acquisitions described in
paragraph (1) of the Simplified Acquisition Threshold defini-
tion at 2.101) is reserved exclusively for small business con-
cerns and shall be set aside (see 19.000 and Subpart 19.5).
See 19.502-2 for exceptions.

(2) The contracting officer may set aside for HUBZone
small business concerns (see 19.1305) or service-disabled
veteran-owned small business concerns (see 19.1405) an
acquisition of supplies or services that has an anticipated dol-
lar value exceeding the micro-purchase threshold and not
exceeding the simplified acquisition threshold. The contract-
ing officer’s decision not to set aside an acquisition for HUB-
Zone small business or service-disabled veteran-owned small
business concerns participation below the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold is not subject to review under Subpart 19.4.

(3) Each written solicitation under a set-aside shall con-
tain the appropriate provisions prescribed by Part 19. If the
solicitation is oral, however, information substantially identi-
cal to that in the provision shall be given to potential quoters.

(c)(1) The contracting officer shall not use simplified
acquisition procedures to acquire supplies and services if the
anticipated award will exceed—

(i) The simplified acquisition threshold; or
(ii) $5 million ($10 million for acquisitions as

described in 13.500(e)), including options, for acquisitions of
commercial items using Subpart 13.5.

(2) Do not break down requirements aggregating more
than the simplified acquisition threshold (or for commercial
items, the threshold in Subpart 13.5) or the micro-purchase
threshold into several purchases that are less than the applica-
ble threshold merely to—

(i) Permit use of simplified acquisition procedures;
or

(ii) Avoid any requirement that applies to purchases
exceeding the micro-purchase threshold.

(d) An agency that has specific statutory authority to
acquire personal services (see 37.104) may use simplified
acquisition procedures to acquire those services.

(e) Agencies shall use the Governmentwide commercial
purchase card and electronic purchasing techniques to the
maximum extent practicable in conducting simplified
acquisitions.
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(f) Agencies shall maximize the use of electronic com-
merce when practicable and cost-effective (see Subpart 4.5).
Drawings and lengthy specifications can be provided off-line
in hard copy or through other appropriate means.

(g) Authorized individuals shall make purchases in the
simplified manner that is most suitable, efficient, and eco-
nomical based on the circumstances of each acquisition. For
acquisitions not expected to exceed—

(1) The simplified acquisition threshold for other than
commercial items, use any appropriate combination of the
procedures in Parts 13, 14, 15, 35, or 36, including the use of
Standard Form 1442, Solicitation, Offer, and Award (Con-
struction, Alteration, or Repair), for construction contracts
(see 36.701(a)); or

(2) $5 million ($10 million for acquisitions as described
in 13.500(e)), for commercial items, use any appropriate com-
bination of the procedures in Parts 12, 13, 14, and 15 (see
paragraph (d) of this section).

(h) In addition to other considerations, contracting officers
shall—

(1) Promote competition to the maximum extent prac-
ticable (see 13.104);

(2) Establish deadlines for the submission of responses
to solicitations that afford suppliers a reasonable opportunity
to respond (see 5.203);

(3) Consider all quotations or offers that are timely
received. For evaluation of quotations or offers received elec-
tronically, see 13.106-2(b)(3); and

(4) Use innovative approaches, to the maximum extent
practicable, in awarding contracts using simplified acquisi-
tion procedures.

13.004 Legal effect of quotations.
(a) A quotation is not an offer and, consequently, cannot be

accepted by the Government to form a binding contract.
Therefore, issuance by the Government of an order in
response to a supplier’s quotation does not establish a con-
tract. The order is an offer by the Government to the supplier
to buy certain supplies or services upon specified terms and
conditions. A contract is established when the supplier
accepts the offer.

(b) When appropriate, the contracting officer may ask the
supplier to indicate acceptance of an order by notification to
the Government, preferably in writing, as defined at 2.101. In
other circumstances, the supplier may indicate acceptance by
furnishing the supplies or services ordered or by proceeding
with the work to the point where substantial performance has
occurred.

(c) If the Government issues an order resulting from a quo-
tation, the Government may (by written notice to the supplier,
at any time before acceptance occurs) withdraw, amend, or
cancel its offer. (See 13.302-4 for procedures on termination
or cancellation of purchase orders.)

13.005 Federal Acquisition Streamlining Act of 1994 list 
of inapplicable laws.
(a) The following laws are inapplicable to all contracts and

subcontracts (if otherwise applicable to subcontracts) at or
below the simplified acquisition threshold:

(1) 41 U.S.C. 57(a) and (b) (Anti-Kickback Act
of 1986). (Only the requirement for the incorporation of the
contractor procedures for the prevention and detection of vio-
lations, and the contractual requirement for contractor coop-
eration in investigations are inapplicable.)

(2) 40 U.S.C. 3131 (Miller Act). (Although the Miller
Act does not apply to contracts at or below the simplified
acquisition threshold, alternative forms of payment protection
for suppliers of labor and material (see 28.102) are still
required if the contract exceeds $25,000.)

(3) 40 U.S.C. 3701 et seq. (Contract Work Hours and
Safety Standards Act—Overtime Compensation).

(4) 41 U.S.C. 701(a)(1) (Section 5152 of the Drug-Free
Workplace Act of 1988), except for individuals.

(5) 42 U.S.C. 6962 (Solid Waste Disposal Act). (The
requirement to provide an estimate of recovered material uti-
lized in contract performance does not apply unless the con-
tract value exceeds $100,000.)

(6) 10 U.S.C. 2306(b) and 41 U.S.C. 254(a) (Contract
Clause Regarding Contingent Fees).

(7) 10 U.S.C. 2313 and 41 U.S.C. 254(c) (Authority to
Examine Books and Records of Contractors).

(8) 10 U.S.C. 2402 and 41 U.S.C. 253g (Prohibition on
Limiting Subcontractor Direct Sales to the United States).

(9) 15 U.S.C. 631 note (HUBZone Act of 1997), except
for 15 U.S.C. 657a(b)(2)(B), which is optional for the agen-
cies subject to the requirements of the Act.

(10) 31 U.S.C. 1354(a) (Limitation on use of appropri-
ated funds for contracts with entities not meeting veterans’
employment reporting requirements).

(b) The Federal Acquisition Regulatory (FAR) Council
will include any law enacted after October 13, 1994, that sets
forth policies, procedures, requirements, or restrictions for the
acquisition of property or services, on the list set forth in
paragraph (a) of this section. The FAR Council may make
exceptions when it determines in writing that it is in the best
interest of the Government that the enactment should apply to
contracts or subcontracts not greater than the simplified acqui-
sition threshold.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of this section do not
apply to laws that—

(1) Provide for criminal or civil penalties; or
(2) Specifically state that notwithstanding the language

of Section 4101, Public Law 103-355, the enactment will be
applicable to contracts or subcontracts in amounts not greater
than the simplified acquisition threshold.

(d) Any individual may petition the Administrator, Office
of Federal Procurement Policy (OFPP), to include any appli-
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Subpart 13.5—Test Program for Certain 
Commercial Items

13.500 General.
(a) This subpart authorizes, as a test program, use of sim-

plified procedures for the acquisition of supplies and services
in amounts greater than the simplified acquisition threshold
but not exceeding $5 million ($10 million for acquisitions as
described in 13.500(e)), including options, if the contracting
officer reasonably expects, based on the nature of the supplies
or services sought, and on market research, that offers will
include only commercial items. Under this test program, con-
tracting officers may use any simplified acquisition procedure
in this part, subject to any specific dollar limitation applicable
to the particular procedure. The purpose of this test program
is to vest contracting officers with additional procedural dis-
cretion and flexibility, so that commercial item acquisitions in
this dollar range may be solicited, offered, evaluated, and
awarded in a simplified manner that maximizes efficiency and
economy and minimizes burden and administrative costs for
both the Government and industry (10 U.S.C. 2304(g) and
2305 and 41 U.S.C. 253(g) and 253a and 253b).

(b) For the period of this test, contracting activities must
employ the simplified procedures authorized by the test to the
maximum extent practicable.

(c) When acquiring commercial items using the procedures
in this part, the requirements of Part 12 apply subject to the
order of precedence provided at 12.102(c). This includes use
of the provisions and clauses in Subpart 12.3.

(d) The authority to issue solicitations under this subpart
expires on January 1, 2008. Contracting officers may award
contracts after the expiration of this authority for solicitations
issued before the expiration of the authority.

(e) Under 41 U.S.C. 428a, the simplified acquisition pro-
cedures authorized by this test program may be used for acqui-
sitions that do not exceed $10 million when—

(1) The acquisition is for commercial items that, as
determined by the head of the agency, are to be used in support
of a contingency operation or to facilitate the defense against
or recovery from nuclear, biological, chemical, or radiological
attack; or

(2) The acquisition will be treated as an acquisition of
commercial items in accordance with 12.102(f)(1).

13.501 Special documentation requirements.
(a) Sole source acquisitions. (1) Acquisitions conducted

under simplified acquisition procedures are exempt from the
requirements in Part 6. However, contracting officers must—

(i) Conduct sole source acquisitions, as defined in
2.101, under this subpart only if the need to do so is justified
in writing and approved at the levels specified in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section; and

(ii) Prepare sole source justifications using the for-
mat at 6.303-2, modified to reflect an acquisition under the
authority of the test program for commercial items
(section 4202 of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996) or the
authority of the Services Acquisition Reform Act of 2003
(41 U.S.C. 428a).

(2) Justifications and approvals are required under this
subpart only for sole source acquisitions.

(i) For a proposed contract exceeding $100,000, but
not exceeding $500,000, the contracting officer’s certification
that the justification is accurate and complete to the best of the
contracting officer’s knowledge and belief will serve as
approval, unless a higher approval level is established in
accordance with agency procedures.

(ii) For a proposed contract exceeding $500,000, but
not exceeding $10,000,000, the competition advocate for the
procuring activity, designated pursuant to 6.501; or an official
described in 6.304(a)(3) or (a)(4) must approve the justifica-
tion and approval. This authority is not delegable.

(iii) For a proposed contract exceeding $10,000,000
but not exceeding $50,000,000 or, for DoD, NASA, and the
Coast Guard, not exceeding $75,000,000, the head of the pro-
curing activity or the official described in 6.304(a)(3) or (a)(4)
must approve the justification and approval. This authority is
not delegable.

(iv) For a proposed contract exceeding $50,000,000
or, for DoD, NASA, and the Coast Guard, $75,000,000, the
official described in 6.304(a)(4) must approve the justification
and approval. This authority is not delegable except as pro-
vided in 6.304(a)(4).

(b) Contract file documentation. The contract file must
include—

(1) A brief written description of the procedures used in
awarding the contract, including the fact that the test proce-
dures in FAR Subpart 13.5 were used;

(2) The number of offers received;
(3) An explanation, tailored to the size and complexity

of the acquisition, of the basis for the contract award decision;
and

(4) Any justification approved under paragraph (a) of
this section.

*       *       *       *       *       *

FAC 2005–06 SEPTEMBER 30, 2005



13.5-2

This page intentionally left blank.

(FAC 2005–06)



SUBPART 19.6—CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY AND DETERMINATIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY 19.602-2

19.6-1

Subpart 19.6—Certificates of Competency 
and Determinations of Responsibility

19.601 General.
(a) A Certificate of Competency (COC) is the certificate

issued by the Small Business Administration (SBA) stating
that the holder is responsible (with respect to all elements of
responsibility, including, but not limited to, capability, com-
petency, capacity, credit, integrity, perseverance, tenacity, and
limitations on subcontracting) for the purpose of receiving
and performing a specific Government contract.

(b) The COC program empowers the Small Business
Administration (SBA) to certify to Government contracting
officers as to all elements of responsibility of any small busi-
ness concern to receive and perform a specific Government
contract. The COC program does not extend to questions con-
cerning regulatory requirements imposed and enforced by
other Federal agencies.

(c) The COC program is applicable to all Government
acquisitions. A contracting officer shall, upon determining an
apparent successful small business offeror to be nonresponsi-
ble, refer that small business to the SBA for a possible COC,
even if the next acceptable offer is also from a small business.

(d) When a solicitation requires a small business to adhere
to the limitations on subcontracting, a contracting officer’s
finding that a small business cannot comply with the limita-
tion shall be treated as an element of responsibility and shall
be subject to the COC process. When a solicitation requires a
small business to adhere to the definition of a nonmanufac-
turer, a contracting officer’s determination that the small busi-
ness does not comply shall be processed in accordance with
Subpart 19.3.

(e) Contracting officers, including those located overseas,
are required to comply with this subpart for U.S. small busi-
ness concerns.

19.602 Procedures.

19.602-1 Referral.
(a) Upon determining and documenting that an apparent

successful small business offeror lacks certain elements of
responsibility (including, but not limited to, capability, com-
petency, capacity, credit, integrity, perseverance, tenacity, and
limitations on subcontracting, but for sureties see 28.101-3(f)
and 28.203(c)), the contracting officer shall—

(1) Withhold contract award (see 19.602-3); and
(2) Refer the matter to the cognizant SBA Government

Contracting Area Office (Area Office) serving the area in
which the headquarters of the offeror is located, in accordance
with agency procedures, except that referral is not necessary
if the small business concern—

(i) Is determined to be unqualified and ineligible
because it does not meet the standard in 9.104-1(g), provided,

that the determination is approved by the chief of the contract-
ing office; or

(ii) Is suspended or debarred under Executive
Order 11246 or Subpart 9.4.

(b) If a partial set-aside is involved, the contracting officer
shall refer to the SBA the entire quantity to which the concern
may be entitled, if responsible.

(c) The referral shall include—
(1) A notice that a small business concern has been

determined to be nonresponsible, specifying the elements of
responsibility the contracting officer found lacking; and

(2) If applicable, a copy of the following:
(i) Solicitation.
(ii) Final offer submitted by the concern whose

responsibility is at issue for the procurement.
(iii) Abstract of bids or the contracting officer’s price

negotiation memorandum.
(iv) Preaward survey.
(v) Technical data package (including drawings,

specifications and statement of work).
(vi) Any other justification and documentation used

to arrive at the nonresponsibility determination.
(d) For any single acquisition, the contracting officer shall

make only one referral at a time regarding a determination of
nonresponsibility.

(e) Contract award shall be withheld by the contracting
officer for a period of 15 business days (or longer if agreed to
by the SBA and the contracting officer) following receipt by
the appropriate SBA Area Office of a referral that includes all
required documentation.

19.602-2 Issuing or denying a Certificate of Competency 
(COC).
Within 15 business days (or a longer period agreed to by

the SBA and the contracting agency) after receiving a notice
that a small business concern lacks certain elements of respon-
sibility, the SBA Area Office will take the following actions:

(a) Inform the small business concern of the contracting
officer’s determination and offer it an opportunity to apply to
the SBA for a COC. (A concern wishing to apply for a COC
should notify the SBA Area Office serving the geographical
area in which the headquarters of the offeror is located.)

(b) Upon timely receipt of a complete and acceptable appli-
cation, elect to visit the applicant’s facility to review its
responsibility.

(1) The COC review process is not limited to the areas
of nonresponsibility cited by the contracting officer.

(2) The SBA may, at its discretion, independently eval-
uate the COC applicant for all elements of responsibility, but
may presume responsibility exists as to elements other than
those cited as deficient.

(c) Consider denying a COC for reasons of nonresponsi-
bility not originally cited by the contracting officer.
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(d) When the Area Director determines that a COC is war-
ranted (for contracts valued at $25,000,000 or less), notify the
contracting officer and provide the following options:

(1) Accept the Area Director’s decision to issue a COC
and award the contract to the concern. The COC issuance let-
ter will then be sent, including as an attachment a detailed
rationale for the decision; or

(2) Ask the Area Director to suspend the case for one or
more of the following purposes:

(i) To permit the SBA to forward a detailed rationale
for the decision to the contracting officer for review within a
specified period of time.

(ii) To afford the contracting officer the opportunity
to meet with the Area Office to review all documentation con-
tained in the case file and to attempt to resolve any issues.

(iii) To submit any information to the SBA Area
Office that the contracting officer believes the SBA did not
consider (at which time, the SBA Area Office will establish a
new suspense date mutually agreeable to the contracting
officer and the SBA).

(iv) To permit resolution of an appeal by the con-
tracting agency to SBA Headquarters under 19.602-3. How-
ever, there is no contracting officer’s appeal when the Area
Office proposes to issue a COC valued at $100,000 or less.

(e) At the completion of the process, notify the concern and
the contracting officer that the COC is denied or is being
issued.

(f) Refer recommendations for issuing a COC on contracts
greater than $25,000,000 to SBA Headquarters.

19.602-3 Resolving differences between the agency and 
the Small Business Administration.
(a) COCs valued between $100,000 and $25,000,000.

(1) When disagreements arise about a concern’s ability to per-
form, the contracting officer and the SBA shall make every
effort to reach a resolution before the SBA takes final action
on a COC. This shall be done through the complete exchange
of information and in accordance with agency procedures. If
agreement cannot be reached between the contracting officer
and the SBA Area Office, the contracting officer shall request
that the Area Office suspend action and refer the matter to
SBA Headquarters for review. The SBA Area Office shall
honor the request for a review if the contracting officer agrees
to withhold award until the review process is concluded.
Without an agreement to withhold award, the SBA Area
Office will issue the COC in accordance with applicable SBA
regulations.

(2) SBA Headquarters will furnish written notice to the
procuring agency’s Director, Office of Small and Disadvan-
taged Business Utilization (OSDBU) or other designated offi-
cial (with a copy to the contracting officer) that the case file
has been received and that an appeal decision may be
requested by an authorized official.

(3) If the contracting agency decides to file an appeal,
it must notify SBA Headquarters through its procuring
agency’s Director, OSDBU, or other designated official,
within 10 business days (or a time period agreed upon by both
agencies) that it intends to appeal the issuance of the COC.

(4) The appeal and any supporting documentation shall
be filed by the procuring agency’s Director, OSDBU, or other
designated official, within 10 business days (or a period
agreed upon by both agencies) after SBA Headquarters
receives the agency’s notification in accordance with
paragraph (a)(3) of this subsection.

(5) The SBA Associate Administrator for Government
Contracting will make a final determination, in writing, to
issue or to deny the COC.

(b) SBA Headquarters’ decisions on COCs valued over
$25,000,000. (1) Prior to taking final action, SBA Headquar-
ters will contact the contracting agency and offer it the follow-
ing options:

(i) To request that the SBA suspend case processing
to allow the agency to meet with SBA Headquarters personnel
and review all documentation contained in the case file; or

(ii) To submit to SBA Headquarters for evaluation
any information that the contracting agency believes has not
been considered.

(2) After reviewing all available information, the SBA
will make a final decision to either issue or deny the COC.

(c) Reconsideration of a COC after issuance. (1) The
SBA reserves the right to reconsider its issuance of a COC,
prior to contract award, if—

(i) The COC applicant submitted false information
or omitted materially adverse information; or

(ii) The COC has been issued for more than 60 days
(in which case the SBA may investigate the firm’s current
circumstances).

(2) When the SBA reconsiders and reaffirms the COC,
the procedures in subsection 19.602-2 do not apply.

(3) Denial of a COC by the SBA does not preclude a
contracting officer from awarding a contract to the referred
concern, nor does it prevent the concern from making an offer
on any other procurement.

19.602-4 Awarding the contract.
(a) If new information causes the contracting officer to

determine that the concern referred to the SBA is actually
responsible to perform the contract, and award has not already
been made under paragraph (c) of this subsection, the con-
tracting officer shall reverse the determination of nonrespon-
sibility, notify the SBA of this action, withdraw the referral,
and proceed to award the contract.

(b) The contracting officer shall award the contract to the
concern in question if the SBA issues a COC after receiving
the referral. An SBA-certified concern shall not be required to
meet any other requirements of responsibility. SBA COC’s
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19.11-1

Subpart 19.11—Price Evaluation 
Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged 

Business Concerns

19.1101 General.
A price evaluation adjustment for small disadvantaged

business concerns shall be applied as determined by the
Department of Commerce (see 19.201(b)). Joint ventures
may qualify provided the requirements set forth in
13 CFR 124.1002(f) are met.

19.1102 Applicability.
(a) This subpart applies to the Department of Defense,

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and the
U.S. Coast Guard. Civilian agencies do not have the statutory
authority (originally authorized in the Federal Acquisition
Streamlining Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-355, Sec. 7102))
for use of the Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB) price
evaluation adjustment.

(b) Use the price evaluation adjustment in competitive
acquisitions in the authorized NAICS Industry Subsector.

(c) Do not use the price evaluation adjustment in
acquisitions—

(1) That are less than or equal to the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold;

(2) That are awarded pursuant to the 8(a) Program;
(3) That are set aside for small business concerns;
(4) That are set aside for HUBZone small business

concerns;
(5) That are set-aside for service-disabled veteran-

owned small business concerns;
(6) Where price is not a selection factor so that a price

evaluation adjustment would not be considered
(e.g., architect/engineer acquisitions); or

(7) Where all fair and reasonable offers are accepted
(e.g., the award of multiple award schedule contracts).

19.1103 Procedures.
(a) Give offers from small disadvantaged business con-

cerns a price evaluation adjustment by adding the factor deter-
mined by the Department of Commerce to all offers, except—

(1) Offers from small disadvantaged business concerns
that have not waived the evaluation adjustment; or, if a price
evaluation adjustment for small disadvantaged business con-
cerns is authorized on a regional basis, offers from small dis-
advantaged business concerns, whose address is in such a
region, that have not waived the evaluation adjustment; or

(2) An otherwise successful offer from a historically
black college or university or minority institution.

(b) Apply the factor to a line item or a group of line items
on which award may be made. Add other evaluation factors
such as transportation costs or rent-free use of Government
facilities to the offers before applying the price evaluation
adjustment.

(c) Do not evaluate offers using the price evaluation adjust-
ment when it would cause award, as a result of this adjust-
ment, to be made at a price that exceeds fair market price by
more than the factor as determined by the Department of
Commerce (see 19.202-6(a)).

19.1104 Contract clause.
Insert the clause at 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation

Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns, in
solicitations and contracts when the circumstances in 19.1101
and 19.1102 apply. If a price evaluation adjustment is autho-
rized on a regional basis, the clause shall be included in the
solicitation even if the place of performance is outside an
authorized region. The contracting officer shall insert the
authorized price evaluation adjustment factor. The clause
shall be used with its Alternate I when the contracting officer
determines that there are no small disadvantaged business
manufacturers that can meet the requirements of the solicita-
tion. The clause shall be used with its Alternate II when a price
evaluation adjustment is authorized on a regional basis.
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SUBPART 22.3—CONTRACT WORK HOURS AND SAFETY STANDARDS ACT 22.305

22.3-1

Subpart 22.3—Contract Work Hours and 
Safety Standards Act

22.300 Scope of subpart.
This subpart prescribes policies and procedures for apply-

ing the requirements of the Contract Work Hours and Safety
Standards Act (40 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.) (the Act) to contracts
that may require or involve laborers or mechanics. In this sub-
part, the term “laborers or mechanics” includes apprentices,
trainees, helpers, watchmen, guards, firefighters, fireguards,
and workmen who perform services in connection with dredg-
ing or rock excavation in rivers or harbors, but does not
include any employee employed as a seaman.

22.301 Statutory requirement.
The Act requires that certain contracts contain a clause

specifying that no laborer or mechanic doing any part of the
work contemplated by the contract shall be required or per-
mitted to work more than 40 hours in any workweek unless
paid for all such overtime hours at not less than 1 1/2 times the
basic rate of pay.

22.302 Liquidated damages and overtime pay.
(a) When an overtime computation discloses under-pay-

ments, the responsible contractor or subcontractor must pay
the affected employee any unpaid wages and pay liquidated
damages to the Government. The contracting officer must
assess liquidated damages at the rate of $10 per affected
employee for each calendar day on which the employer
required or permitted the employee to work in excess of the
standard workweek of 40 hours without paying overtime
wages required by the Act.

(b) If the contractor or subcontractor fails or refuses to
comply with overtime pay requirements of the Act and the
funds withheld by Federal agencies for labor standards viola-
tions do not cover the unpaid wages due laborers and mechan-
ics and the liquidated damages due the Government, make
payments in the following order—

(1) Pay laborers and mechanics the wages they are owed
(or prorate available funds if they do not cover the entire
amount owed); and

(2) Pay liquidated damages.
(c) If the head of an agency finds that the administratively

determined liquidated damages due under paragraph (a) of
this section are incorrect, or that the contractor or subcontrac-
tor inadvertently violated the Act despite the exercise of due
care, the agency head may—

(1) Reduce the amount of liquidated damages assessed
for liquidated damages of $500 or less;

(2) Release the contractor or subcontractor from the lia-
bility for liquidated damages of $500 or less; or

(3) Recommend that the Secretary of Labor reduce or
waive liquidated damages over $500.

(d) After the contracting officer determines the liquidated
damages and the contractor makes appropriate payments, dis-
burse any remaining assessments in accordance with agency
procedures.

22.303 Administration and enforcement.
The procedures and reports required for construction con-

tracts in Subpart 22.4 also apply to investigations of alleged
violations of the Act on other than construction contracts.

22.304 Variations, tolerances, and exemptions.
(a) The Secretary of Labor, under 40 U.S.C. 3706, upon

the Secretary’s initiative or at the request of any Federal
agency, may provide reasonable limitations and allow varia-
tions, tolerances, and exemptions to and from any or all pro-
visions of the Act (see 29 CFR 5.15).

(b) The Secretary of Labor may make variations, toler-
ances, and exemptions from the regulatory requirements of
applicable parts of 29 CFR when the Secretary finds that such
action is necessary and proper in the public interest or to pre-
vent injustice and undue hardship (see 29 CFR 5.14).

22.305 Contract clause.
Insert the clause at 52.222-4, Contract Work Hours and

Safety Standards Act—Overtime Compensation, in solicita-
tions and contracts (including, for this purpose, basic ordering
agreements) when the contract may require or involve the
employment of laborers or mechanics. However, do not
include the clause in solicitations and contracts—

(a) Valued at or below the simplified acquisition threshold;
(b) For commercial items;
(c) For transportation or the transmission of intelligence;
(d) To be performed outside the United States, Puerto Rico,

American Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Johnston
Island, Wake Island, and Outer Continental Shelf lands as
defined in the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act
(43 U.S.C. 1331) (29 CFR 5.15);

(e) For work to be done solely in accordance with the
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act (see Subpart 22.6);

(f) For supplies that include incidental services that do not
require substantial employment of laborers or mechanics; or

(g) Exempt under regulations of the Secretary of Labor
(29 CFR 5.15).
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SUBPART 22.4—LABOR STANDARDS FOR CONTRACTS INVOLVING CONSTRUCTION 22.403-4

22.4-3

(ii) The contract contains specific requirements for a
substantial amount of construction work exceeding the mon-
etary threshold for application of the Davis-Bacon Act (the
word “substantial” relates to the type and quantity of construc-
tion work to be performed and not merely to the total value of
construction work as compared to the total value of the con-
tract); and

(iii) The construction work is physically or function-
ally separate from, and is capable of being performed on a seg-
regated basis from, the other work required by the contract.

(2) The requirements of this subpart do not apply if—
(i) The construction work is incidental to the furnish-

ing of supplies, equipment, or services (for example, the
requirements do not apply to simple installation or alteration
at a public building or public work that is incidental to fur-
nishing supplies or equipment under a supply contract; how-
ever, if a substantial and segregable amount of construction,
alteration, or repair is required, such as for installation of
heavy generators or large refrigerator systems or for plant
modification or rearrangement, the requirements of this sub-
part apply); or

(ii) The construction work is so merged with non-
construction work or so fragmented in terms of the locations
or time spans in which it is to be performed, that it is not capa-
ble of being segregated as a separate contractual requirement.

22.403 Statutory and regulatory requirements.

22.403-1 Davis-Bacon Act.
The Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. 3141 et seq.) provides

that contracts in excess of $2,000 to which the United States
or the District of Columbia is a party for construction, alter-
ation, or repair (including painting and decorating) of public
buildings or public works within the United States, shall con-
tain a clause (see 52.222-6) that no laborer or mechanic
employed directly upon the site of the work shall receive less
than the prevailing wage rates as determined by the Secretary
of Labor.

22.403-2 Copeland Act.
The Copeland (Anti-Kickback) Act (18 U.S.C. 874 and

40 U.S.C. 3145) makes it unlawful to induce, by force, intim-
idation, threat of procuring dismissal from employment, or
otherwise, any person employed in the construction or repair
of public buildings or public works, financed in whole or in
part by the United States, to give up any part of the compen-
sation to which that person is entitled under a contract of
employment. The Copeland Act also requires each contractor
and subcontractor to furnish weekly a statement of compli-
ance with respect to the wages paid each employee during the
preceding week. Contracts subject to the Copeland Act shall

contain a clause (see 52.222-10) requiring contractors and
subcontractors to comply with the regulations issued by the
Secretary of Labor under the Copeland Act.

22.403-3 Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards 
Act.
The Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act

(40 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.) requires that certain contracts (see
22.305) contain a clause (see 52.222-4) specifying that no
laborer or mechanic doing any part of the work contemplated
by the contract shall be required or permitted to work more
than 40 hours in any workweek unless paid for all additional
hours at not less than 1 1/2 times the basic rate of pay (see
22.301).

22.403-4 Department of Labor regulations.
(a) Under the statutes referred to in this 22.403 and Reor-

ganization Plan No. 14 of 1950 (3 CFR 1949-53 Comp, p.
1007), the Secretary of Labor has issued regulations in
Title 29, Subtitle A, Code of Federal Regulations, prescribing
standards and procedures to be observed by the Department of
Labor and the Federal contracting agencies. Those standards
and procedures applicable to contracts involving construction
are implemented in this subpart.

(b) The Department of Labor regulations include—
(1) Part 1, relating to Davis-Bacon Act minimum wage

rates;
(2) Part 3, relating to the Copeland (Anti-Kickback) Act

and requirements for submission of weekly statements of
compliance and the preservation and inspection of weekly
payroll records;

(3) Part 5, relating to enforcement of the Davis-Bacon
Act, Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, and
Copeland (Anti-Kickback) Act;

(4) Part 6, relating to rules of practice for appealing the
findings of the Administrator, Wage and Hour Division, in
enforcement cases under the Davis-Bacon Act, Contract Work
Hours and Safety Standards Act, Copeland (Anti-Kickback)
Act, and Service Contract Act, and by which Administrative
Law Judge hearings are held; and

(5) Part 7, relating to rules of practice by which contrac-
tors and other interested parties may appeal to the Department
of Labor Administrative Review Board, decisions issued by
the Administrator, Wage and Hour Division, or administrative
law judges under the Davis-Bacon Act, Contract Work Hours
and Safety Standards Act, or Copeland (Anti-Kickback) Act.

(c) Refer all questions relating to the application and inter-
pretation of wage determinations (including the classifica-
tions therein) and the interpretation of the Department of
Labor regulations in this subsection to the Administrator,
Wage and Hour Division.
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22.404 Davis-Bacon Act wage determinations.
The Department of Labor is responsible for issuing wage

determinations reflecting prevailing wages, including fringe
benefits. The wage determinations apply only to those labor-
ers and mechanics employed by a contractor upon the site of
the work including drivers who transport to or from the site
materials and equipment used in the course of contract oper-
ations. Determinations are issued for different types of con-
struction, such as building, heavy, highway, and residential
(referred to as rate schedules), and apply only to the types of
construction designated in the determination.

22.404-1 Types of wage determinations.
(a) General wage determinations. (1) A general wage

determination contains prevailing wage rates for the types of
construction designated in the determination, and is used in
contracts performed within a specified geographical area.
General wage determinations contain no expiration date and
remain valid until modified, superseded, or canceled by a
notice in the Federal Register by the Department of Labor.
Once incorporated in a contract, a general wage determination
normally remains effective for the life of the contract, unless
the contracting officer exercises an option to extend the term
of the contract (see 22.404-12). They are issued at the discre-
tion of the Department of Labor either upon receipt of an
agency request or on the Department of Labor’s own
initiative.

(2) General wage determinations are published weekly
in the Government Printing Office (GPO) document entitled
“General Wage Determinations Issued Under the Davis-
Bacon and Related Acts.” Notices of general wage determi-
nations are published in the Federal Register. General wage
determinations are effective on the publication date of the
notice or upon receipt of the determination by the contracting
agency, whichever occurs first.

(3) The GPO publication is available for examination at
each of the 50 Regional Government Depository Libraries and
many other of the 1,400 Government Depository Libraries
across the country. Subscriptions may be obtained by
contacting:

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402.

The GPO publication is divided into three volumes East, Cen-
tral, and West, which may be ordered separately. The States
covered by each volume are as follows:

(4) On or about January 1 of each year, an annual edi-
tion will be issued that includes all current general wage deter-
minations for the States covered by each volume. Throughout
the remainder of the year, regular weekly updates will be dis-
tributed providing any modifications or superseded wage
determinations issued. Each volume’s annual and weekly edi-
tions will be provided in loose-leaf format.

(b) Project wage determinations. A project wage determi-
nation is issued at the specific request of a contracting agency.
It is used only when no general wage determination applies,
and is effective for 180 calendar days from the date of the
determination. However, if a determination expires before
contract award, it may be possible to obtain an extension to the
180-day life of the determination (see 22.404-5(b)(2)). Once
incorporated in a contract, a project wage determination nor-
mally remains effective for the life of the contract, unless the
contracting officer exercises an option to extend the term of
the contract (see 22.404-12).

22.404-2 General requirements.
(a) The contracting officer must incorporate only the

appropriate wage determinations in solicitations and contracts
and must designate the work to which each determination or
part thereof applies. The contracting officer must not include
project wage determinations in contracts or options other than
those for which they are issued. When exercising an option to
extend the term of a contract, the contracting officer must
select the most current wage determination(s) from the same
schedule(s) as the wage determination(s) incorporated into the
contract.

(b) If the wage determination is a general wage determina-
tion or a project wage determination containing more than one
rate schedule, the contracting officer shall either include only
the rate schedules that apply to the particular types of con-
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28.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes requirements for obtaining financial

protection against losses under contracts that result from the
use of the sealed bid or negotiated methods. It covers bid guar-
antees, bonds, alternative payment protections, security for
bonds, and insurance.

28.001 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Attorney-in-fact” means an agent, independent agent,

underwriter, or any other company or individual holding a
power of attorney granted by a surety (see also “power of
attorney” at 2.101).

“Bid” means any response to a solicitation, including a pro-
posal under a negotiated acquisition. See the definition of
“offer” at 2.101.

“Bid guarantee” means a form of security assuring that the
bidder—

(1) Will not withdraw a bid within the period specified
for acceptance; and

(2) Will execute a written contract and furnish required
bonds, including any necessary coinsurance or reinsurance
agreements, within the time specified in the bid, unless a
longer time allowed, after receipt of the specified forms.

“Bidder” means any entity that is responding or has
responded to a solicitation, including an offeror under a nego-
tiated acquisition.

“Bond” means a written instrument executed by a bidder
or contractor (the “principal”), and a second party (the
“surety” or “sureties”) (except as provided in 28.204), to
assure fulfillment of the principal’s obligations to a third party
(the “obligee” or “Government”), identified in the bond. If the
principal’s obligations are not met, the bond assures payment,
to the extent stipulated, of any loss sustained by the obligee.
The types of bonds and related documents are as follows:

(1) An advance payment bond secures fulfillment of the
contractor’s obligations under an advance payment provision.

(2) An annual bid bond is a single bond furnished by a
bidder, in lieu of separate bonds, which secure all bids (on
other than construction contracts) requiring bonds submitted
during a specific Government fiscal year.

(3) An annual performance bond is a single bond fur-
nished by a contractor, in lieu of separate performance bonds,
to secure fulfillment of the contractor’s obligations under con-
tracts (other than construction contracts) requiring bonds
entered into during a specific Government fiscal year.

(4) A patent infringement bond secures fulfillment of
the contractor’s obligations under a patent provision.

(5) A payment bond assures payments as required by
law to all persons supplying labor or material in the prosecu-
tion of the work provided for in the contract.

(6) A performance bond secures performance and ful-
fillment of the contractor’s obligations under the contract.

“Consent of surety” means an acknowledgment by a surety
that its bond given in connection with a contract continues to
apply to the contract as modified.

“Penal sum” or “penal amount” means the amount of
money specified in a bond (or a percentage of the bid price in
a bid bond) as the maximum payment for which the surety is
obligated or the amount of security required to be pledged to
the Government in lieu of a corporate or individual surety for
the bond.

“Reinsurance” means a transaction which provides that a
surety, for a consideration, agrees to indemnify another surety
against loss which the latter may sustain under a bond which
it has issued.

Subpart 28.1—Bonds and Other Financial 
Protections

28.100 Scope of subpart.
This subpart prescribes requirements and procedures for

the use of bonds, alternative payment protections, and all
types of bid guarantees.

28.101 Bid guarantees.

28.101-1 Policy on use.
(a) A contracting officer shall not require a bid guarantee

unless a performance bond or a performance and payment
bond is also required (see 28.102 and 28.103). Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this subsection, bid guarantees shall
be required whenever a performance bond or a performance
and payment bond is required.

(b) All types of bid guarantees are acceptable for supply or
service contracts (see annual bid bonds and annual perfor-
mance bonds coverage in 28.001). Only separate bid guaran-
tees are acceptable in connection with construction contracts.
Agencies may specify that only separate bid bonds are accept-
able in connection with construction contracts.

(c) The chief of the contracting office may waive the
requirement to obtain a bid guarantee when a performance
bond or a performance and payment bond is required if it is
determined that a bid guarantee is not in the best interest of the
Government for a specific acquisition (e.g., overseas con-
struction, emergency acquisitions, sole-source contracts).
Class waivers may be authorized by the agency head or
designee.

28.101-2 Solicitation provision or contract clause.
(a) The contracting officer shall insert a provision or clause

substantially the same as the provision at 52.228-1, Bid Guar-
antee, in solicitations or contracts that require a bid guarantee
or similar guarantee. For example, the contracting officer may
modify this provision—
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(1) To set a period of time that is other than 10 days for
the return of executed bonds;

(2) For use in connection with construction solicitations
when the agency has specified that only separate bid bonds are
acceptable in accordance with 28.101-1(b);

(3) For use in solicitations for negotiated contracts; or
(4) For use in service contracts containing options for

extended performance.
(b) The contracting officer shall determine the amount of

the bid guarantee for insertion in the provision at 52.228-1
(see 28.102-2(a)). The amount shall be adequate to protect the
Government from loss should the successful bidder fail to
execute further contractual documents and bonds as required.
The bid guarantee amount shall be at least 20 percent of the
bid price but shall not exceed $3 million. When the penal sum
is expressed as a percentage, a maximum dollar limitation
may be stated.

28.101-3 Authority of an attorney-in-fact for a bid bond.
(a) Any person signing a bid bond as an attorney-in-fact

shall include with the bid bond evidence of authority to bind
the surety.

(b) An original, or a photocopy or facsimile of an original,
power of attorney is sufficient evidence of such authority.

(c) For purposes of this section, electronic, mechanically-
applied and printed signatures, seals and dates on the power
of attorney shall be considered original signatures, seals and
dates, without regard to the order in which they were affixed.

(d) The contracting officer shall—
(1) Treat the failure to provide a signed and dated power

of attorney at the time of bid opening as a matter of respon-
siveness; and

(2) Treat questions regarding the authenticity and
enforceability of the power of attorney at the time of bid open-
ing as a matter of responsibility.  These questions are handled
after bid opening.

(e)(1) If the contracting officer contacts the surety to vali-
date the power of attorney, the contracting officer shall docu-
ment the file providing, at a minimum, the following
information:

(i) Name of person contacted.
(ii) Date and time of contact.
(iii) Response of the surety.

(2) If, upon investigation, the surety declares the power
of attorney to have been valid at the time of bid opening, the
contracting officer may require correction of any technical
error.

(3) If the surety declares the power of attorney to have
been invalid, the contracting officer shall not allow the bidder
to substitute a replacement power of attorney or a replacement
surety.

(f) Determinations of non-responsibility based on the
unacceptability of a power of attorney are not subject to the

Certificate of Competency process of subpart 19.6 if the
surety has disavowed the validity of the power of attorney.

28.101-4 Noncompliance with bid guarantee 
requirements.
(a) In sealed bidding, noncompliance with a solicitation

requirement for a bid guarantee requires rejection of the bid,
except in the situations described in paragraph (c) of this sub-
section when the noncompliance shall be waived.

(b) In negotiation, noncompliance with a solicitation
requirement for a bid guarantee requires rejection of an initial
proposal as unacceptable, if a determination is made to award
the contract based on initial proposals without discussion,
except in the situations described in paragraph (c) of this sub-
section when noncompliance shall be waived. (See
15.306(a)(2) for conditions regarding making awards based
on initial proposals.) If the conditions for awarding based on
initial proposals are not met, deficiencies in bid guarantees
submitted by offerors determined to be in the competitive
range shall be addressed during discussions and the offeror
shall be given an opportunity to correct the deficiency.

(c) Noncompliance with a solicitation requirement for a
bid guarantee shall be waived in the following circumstances
unless the contracting officer determines in writing that
acceptance of the bid would be detrimental to the Govern-
ment’s interest when—

(1) Only one offer is received. In this case, the contract-
ing officer may require the furnishing of the bid guarantee
before award;

(2) The amount of the bid guarantee submitted is less
than required, but is equal to or greater than the difference
between the offer price and the next higher acceptable offer;

(3) The amount of the bid guarantee submitted,
although less than that required by the solicitation for the max-
imum quantity offered, is sufficient for a quantity for which
the offeror is otherwise eligible for award. Any award to the
offeror shall not exceed the quantity covered by the bid
guarantee;

(4) The bid guarantee is received late, and late receipt
is waived under 14.304;

(5) A bid guarantee becomes inadequate as a result of
the correction of a mistake under 14.407 (but only if the bidder
will increase the bid guarantee to the level required for the cor-
rected bid);

(6) A telegraphic offer modification is received without
corresponding modification of the bid guarantee, if the mod-
ification expressly refers to the previous offer and the offeror
corrects any deficiency in bid guarantee;

(7) An otherwise acceptable bid bond was submitted
with a signed offer, but the bid bond was not signed by the
offeror;

(8) An otherwise acceptable bid bond is erroneously
dated or bears no date at all; or
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(9) A bid bond does not list the United States as obligee,
but correctly identifies the offeror, the solicitation number,
and the name and location of the project involved, so long as
it is acceptable in all other respects.

28.102 Performance and payment bonds and alternative 
payment protections for construction contracts.

28.102-1 General.
(a) The Miller Act (40 U.S.C. 3131 et seq.) requires per-

formance and payment bonds for any construction contract
exceeding $100,000, except that this requirement may be
waived—

(1) By the contracting officer for as much of the work
as is to be performed in a foreign country upon finding that it
is impracticable for the contractor to furnish such bond; or

(2) As otherwise authorized by the Miller Act or other
law.

(b)(1) Pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 3132, for construction con-
tracts greater than $25,000, but not greater than $100,000, the
contracting officer shall select two or more of the following
payment protections, giving particular consideration to inclu-
sion of an irrevocable letter of credit as one of the selected
alternatives:

(i) A payment bond.
(ii) An irrevocable letter of credit (ILC).
(iii) A tripartite escrow agreement. The prime con-

tractor establishes an escrow account in a federally insured
financial institution and enters into a tripartite escrow agree-
ment with the financial institution, as escrow agent, and all of
the suppliers of labor and material. The escrow agreement
shall establish the terms of payment under the contract and of
resolution of disputes among the parties. The Government
makes payments to the contractor’s escrow account, and the
escrow agent distributes the payments in accordance with the
agreement, or triggers the disputes resolution procedures if
required.

(iv) Certificates of deposit. The contractor deposits
certificates of deposit from a federally insured financial insti-
tution with the contracting officer, in an acceptable form, exe-
cutable by the contracting officer.

(v) A deposit of the types of security listed in
28.204-1 and 28.204-2.

(2) The contractor shall submit to the Government one
of the payment protections selected by the contracting officer.

(c) The contractor shall furnish all bonds or alternative
payment protection, including any necessary reinsurance
agreements, before receiving a notice to proceed with the
work or being allowed to start work.

28.102-2 Amount required.
(a) Definition. As used in this subsection—

“Original contract price” means the award price of the con-
tract; or, for requirements contracts, the price payable for the
estimated total quantity; or, for indefinite-quantity contracts,
the price payable for the specified minimum quantity. Origi-
nal contract price does not include the price of any options,
except those options exercised at the time of contract award.

(b) Contracts exceeding $100,000 (Miller Act)— (1) Per-
formance bonds. Unless the contracting officer determines
that a lesser amount is adequate for the protection of the Gov-
ernment, the penal amount of performance bonds must
equal—

(i) 100 percent of the original contract price; and
(ii) If the contract price increases, an additional

amount equal to 100 percent of the increase.
(2) Payment bonds. (i) Unless the contracting officer

makes a written determination supported by specific findings
that a payment bond in this amount is impractical, the amount
of the payment bond must equal—

(A) 100 percent of the original contract price; and
(B) If the contract price increases, an additional

amount equal to 100 percent of the increase.
(ii) The amount of the payment bond must be no less

than the amount of the performance bond.
(c) Contracts exceeding $25,000 but not exceeding

$100,000. Unless the contracting officer determines that a
lesser amount is adequate for the protection of the Govern-
ment, the penal amount of the payment bond or the amount of
alternative payment protection must equal—

(1) 100 percent of the original contract price; and
(2) If the contract price increases, an additional amount

equal to 100 percent of the increase.
(d) Securing additional payment protection. If the contract

price increases, the Government must secure any needed addi-
tional protection by directing the contractor to—

(1) Increase the penal sum of the existing bond;
(2) Obtain an additional bond; or
(3) Furnish additional alternative payment protection.

(e) Reducing amounts. The contracting officer may reduce
the amount of security to support a bond, subject to the con-
ditions of 28.203-5(c) or 28.204(b).

28.102-3 Contract clauses.
(a) Insert a clause substantially the same as the clause at

52.228-15, Performance and Payment Bonds—Construction,
in solicitations and contracts for construction that contain a
requirement for performance and payment bonds if the result-
ant contract is expected to exceed $100,000. The contracting
officer may revise paragraphs (b)(1) and/or (b)(2) of the
clause to establish a lower percentage in accordance with
28.102-2(b). If the provision at 52.228-1 is not included in the
solicitation, the contracting officer must set a period of time
for return of executed bonds.
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(b) Insert the clause at 52.228-13, Alternative Payment
Protections, in solicitations and contracts for construction,
when the estimated or actual value exceeds $25,000 but does
not exceed $100,000. Complete the clause by specifying the
payment protections selected (see 28.102-1(b)(1)) and the
deadline for submission. The contracting officer may revise
paragraph (b) of the clause to establish a lower percentage in
accordance with 28.102-2(c).

28.103 Performance and payment bonds for other than 
construction contracts.

28.103-1 General.
(a) Generally, agencies shall not require performance and

payment bonds for other than construction contracts. How-
ever, performance and payment bonds may be used as permit-
ted in 28.103-2 and 28.103-3.

(b) The contractor shall furnish all bonds before receiving
a notice to proceed with the work.

(c) No bond shall be required after the contract has been
awarded if it was not specifically required in the contract,
except as may be determined necessary for a contract
modification.

28.103-2 Performance bonds.
(a) Performance bonds may be required for contracts

exceeding the simplified acquisition threshold when neces-
sary to protect the Government’s interest. The following situ-
ations may warrant a performance bond:

(1) Government property or funds are to be provided to
the contractor for use in performing the contract or as partial
compensation (as in retention of salvaged material).

(2) A contractor sells assets to or merges with another
concern, and the Government, after recognizing the latter con-
cern as the successor in interest, desires assurance that it is
financially capable.

(3) Substantial progress payments are made before
delivery of end items starts.

(4) Contracts are for dismantling, demolition, or
removal of improvements.

(b) The Government may require additional performance
bond protection when a contract price is increased.

(c) The contracting officer must determine the contractor’s
responsibility (see Subpart 9.1) even though a bond has been
or can be obtained.

28.103-3 Payment bonds.
(a) A payment bond is required only when a performance

bond is required, and if the use of payment bond is in the Gov-
ernment’s interest.

(b) When a contract price is increased, the Government
may require additional bond protection in an amount adequate
to protect suppliers of labor and material.

28.103-4 Contract clause.
The contracting officer shall insert a clause substantially

the same as the clause at 52.228-16, Performance and Pay-
ment Bonds—Other than Construction, in solicitations and
contracts that contain a requirement for both payment and per-
formance bonds. The contracting officer shall determine the
amount of each bond for insertion in the clause. The amount
shall be adequate to protect the interest of the Government.
The contracting officer shall also set a period of time (nor-
mally 10 days) for return of executed bonds. Alternate I shall
be used when only performance bonds are required.

28.104 Annual performance bonds.
(a) Annual performance bonds only apply to nonconstruc-

tion contracts. They shall provide a gross penal sum applica-
ble to the total amount of all covered contracts.

(b) When the penal sums obligated by contracts are
approximately equal to or exceed the penal sum of the annual
performance bond, an additional bond will be required to
cover additional contracts.

28.105 Other types of bonds.
The head of the contracting activity may approve using

other types of bonds in connection with acquiring particular
supplies or services. These types include advance payment
bonds and patent infringement bonds.

28.105-1 Advance payment bonds.
Advance payment bonds may be required only when the

contract contains an advance payment provision and a perfor-
mance bond is not furnished. The contracting officer shall
determine the amount of the advance payment bond necessary
to protect the Government.

28.105-2 Patent infringement bonds.
(a) Contracts providing for patent indemnity may require

these bonds only if—
(1) A performance bond is not furnished; and
(2) The financial responsibility of the contractor is

unknown or doubtful.
(b) The contracting officer shall determine the penal sum.

28.106 Administration.

28.106-1 Bonds and bond-related forms.
The following Standard Forms (SF’s) and Optional Forms

(OF’s) shown in 53.301 and 53.302, shall be used, except in
foreign countries, when a bid bond, performance or payment
bond, or an individual surety is required. The bond forms shall
be used as indicated in the instruction portion of each form:

(a) SF 24, Bid Bond (see 28.101).
(b) SF 25, Performance Bond (see 28.102-1 and

28.106-3(b)).
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(c) SF 25-A, Payment Bond (see 28.102-1 and
28.106-3(b)).

(d) SF 25-B, Continuation Sheet (for SF’s 24, 25, and
25-A).

(e) SF 28, Affidavit of Individual Surety (see 28.203).
(f) SF 34, Annual Bid Bond (see 28.001).
(g) SF 35, Annual Performance Bond (see 28.104).
(h) SF 273, Reinsurance Agreement for a Miller Act Per-

formance Bond (see 28.202(a)(4)).
(i) SF 274, Reinsurance Agreement for a Miller Act Pay-

ment Bond (see 28.202(a)(4)).
(j) SF 275, Reinsurance Agreement in Favor of the United

States (see 28.202(a)(4)).
(k) SF 1414, Consent of Surety (see 28.106-5).
(l) SF 1415, Consent of Surety and Increase of Penalty (see

28.106-3).
(m) SF 1416, Payment Bond for Other Than Construction

Contracts (see 28.103-3 and 28.106-3(b)).
(n) SF 1418, Performance Bond for Other Than Construc-

tion Contracts (see 28.103-2 and 28.106-3(b)).
(o) OF 90, Release of Lien on Real Property (see

28.203-5).
(p) OF 91, Release of Personal Property from Escrow (see

28.203-5).

28.106-2 Substitution of surety bonds.
(a) A new surety bond covering all or part of the obliga-

tions on a bond previously approved may be substituted for
the original bond if approved by the head of the contracting
activity, or as otherwise specified in agency regulation.

(b) When a new surety bond is approved, the contracting
officer shall notify the principal and surety of the original
bond of the effective date of the new bond.

28.106-3 Additional bond and security.
(a) When additional bond coverage is required and is

secured in whole or in part by the original surety or sureties,
agencies shall use Standard Form 1415, Consent of Surety
and Increase of Penalty. Standard Form 1415 is authorized for
local reproduction, and a copy of the form is furnished for this
purpose in Part 53 of the looseleaf edition of the FAR.

(b) When additional bond coverage is required and is
secured in whole or in part by a new surety or by one of the
alternatives described in 28.204 in lieu of corporate or indi-
vidual surety, agencies shall use Standard Form 25, Perfor-
mance Bond; Standard Form 1418, Performance Bond for
Other Than Construction Contracts; Standard Form 25-A,
Payment Bond; or Standard Form 1416, Payment Bond for
Other Than Construction Contracts.

28.106-4 Contract clause.
(a) The contracting officer shall insert the clause at

52.228-2, Additional Bond Security, in solicitations and con-
tracts when bonds are required.

(b) In accordance with Section 806(a)(3) of
Pub. L. 102-190, as amended by Sections 2091 and 8105 of
Pub. L. 103-355, the contracting officer shall insert the clause
at 52.228-12, Prospective Subcontractor Requests for Bonds,
in solicitations and contracts with respect to which a payment
bond will be furnished pursuant to the Miller Act (see
28.102-1), except for contracts for the acquisition of commer-
cial items as defined in Subpart 2.1.

28.106-5 Consent of surety.
(a) When any contract is modified, the contracting officer

shall obtain the consent of surety if—
(1) An additional bond is obtained from other than the

original surety;
(2) No additional bond is required and—

(i) The modification is for new work beyond the
scope of the original contract; or

(ii) The modification does not change the contract
scope but changes the contract price (upward or downward)
by more than 25 percent or $50,000; or

(3) Consent of surety is required for a novation agree-
ment (see Subpart 42.12).

(b) When a contract for which performance or payment is
secured by any of the types of security listed in 28.204 is mod-
ified as described in paragraph (a) of this subsection, no con-
sent of surety is required.

(c) Agencies shall use Standard Form 1414, Consent of
Surety, for all types of contracts.

28.106-6 Furnishing information.
(a) The surety on the bond, upon its written request, may

be furnished information on the progress of the work, pay-
ments, and the estimated percentage of completion, concern-
ing the contract for which the bond was furnished.

(b) When a payment bond has been provided, the contract-
ing officer shall, upon request, furnish the name and address
of the surety or sureties to any subcontractor or supplier who
has furnished or been requested to furnish labor or material for
the contract. In addition, general information concerning the
work progress, payments, and the estimated percentage of
completion may be furnished to persons who have provided
labor or materials and have not been paid.

(c) When a payment bond has been provided for a contract,
the head of the agency or designee shall furnish a certified
copy of the bond and the contract for which it was given to any
person who makes a request therefor and who furnishes an
affidavit that the requestor has supplied labor or materials for
such work and payment therefor has not been made or that the
requestor is being sued on such bond. The person who makes

(FAC 2005–06)



28.106-7 FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION

28.1-6

the request shall be required to pay such costs of preparation
as determined by the head of the agency or designee to be rea-
sonable and appropriate (see 40 U.S.C. 3133).

(d) Section 806(a)(2) of Pub. L. 102-190, as amended by
Sections 2091 and 8105 of Pub. L. 103-355, requires that the
Federal Government provide information to subcontractors
on payment bonds under contracts for other than commercial
items as defined in Subpart 2.1. Upon the written or oral
request of a subcontractor/supplier, or prospective subcon-
tractor/supplier, under a contract with respect to which a pay-
ment bond has been furnished pursuant to the Miller Act, the
contracting officer shall promptly provide to the requester,
either orally or in writing, as appropriate, any of the following:

(1) Name and address of the surety or sureties on the
payment bond.

(2) Penal amount of the payment bond.
(3) Copy of the payment bond. The contracting officer

may impose reasonable fees to cover the cost of copying and
providing a copy of the payment bond.

28.106-7 Withholding contract payments.
(a) During contract performance, agencies shall not with-

hold payments due contractors or assignees because subcon-
tractors or suppliers have not been paid.

(b) If, after completion of the contract work, the Govern-
ment receives written notice from the surety regarding the
contractor’s failure to meet its obligation to its subcontractors
or suppliers, the contracting officer shall withhold final pay-
ment. However, the surety must agree to hold the Government
harmless from any liability resulting from withholding the
final payment. The contracting officer will authorize final
payment upon agreement between the contractor and surety or
upon a judicial determination of the rights of the parties.

(c) For any withholding incident to the labor standards pro-
visions of the contract, see Part 22.

28.106-8 Payment to subcontractors or suppliers.
The contracting officer will only authorize payment to sub-

contractors or suppliers from an ILC (or any other cash equiv-
alent security) upon a judicial determination of the rights of
the parties, a signed notarized statement by the contractor that
the payment is due and owed, or a signed agreement between
the parties as to amount due and owed.
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36.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policies and procedures peculiar to

contracting for construction and architect-engineer services.
It includes requirements for using certain clauses and standard
forms that apply also to contracts for dismantling, demolition,
or removal of improvements.

Subpart 36.1—General

36.101 Applicability.
(a) Construction and architect-engineer contracts are sub-

ject to the requirements in other parts of this regulation, which
shall be followed when applicable.

(b) When a requirement in this part is inconsistent with a
requirement in another part of this regulation, this Part 36
shall take precedence if the acquisition of construction or
architect-engineer services is involved.

(c) A contract for both construction and supplies or ser-
vices shall include—

(1) Clauses applicable to the predominant part of the
work (see Subpart 22.4), or

(2) If the contract is divided into parts, the clauses appli-
cable to each portion.

36.102 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Contract” is intended to refer to a contract for construc-

tion or a contract for architect-engineer services, unless
another meaning is clearly intended.

“Design” means defining the construction requirement
(including the functional relationships and technical systems
to be used, such as architectural, environmental, structural,
electrical, mechanical, and fire protection), producing the
technical specifications and drawings, and preparing the con-
struction cost estimate.

“Design-bid-build” means the traditional delivery method
where design and construction are sequential and contracted
for separately with two contracts and two contractors.

“Design-build” means combining design and construction
in a single contract with one contractor.

“Firm” in conjunction with architect-engineer services,
means any individual, partnership, corporation, association,
or other legal entity permitted by law to practice the profes-
sions of architecture or engineering.

“Plans and specifications” means drawings, specifications,
and other data for and preliminary to the construction.

“Record drawings” means drawings submitted by a con-
tractor or subcontractor at any tier to show the construction of
a particular structure or work as actually completed under the
contract.

“Two-phase design-build selection procedures” is a selec-
tion method in which a limited number of offerors (normally
five or fewer) is selected during Phase One to submit detailed
proposals for Phase Two (see Subpart 36.3).

36.103 Methods of contracting.
(a) The contracting officer shall use sealed bid procedures

for a construction contract if the conditions in 6.401(a) apply,
unless the contract will be performed outside the United States
and its outlying areas. (See 6.401(b)(2).)

(b) Contracting officers shall acquire architect-engineer
services by negotiation, and select sources in accordance with
applicable law, Subpart 36.6, and agency regulations.

36.104 Policy.
Unless the traditional acquisition approach of design-bid-

build established under the Brooks Architect-Engineers Act
(40 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) or another acquisition procedure
authorized by law is used, the contracting officer shall use the
two-phase selection procedures authorized by
10 U.S.C. 2305a or 41 U.S.C. 253m when entering into a con-
tract for the design and construction of a public building, facil-
ity, or work, if the contracting officer makes a determination
that the procedures are appropriate for use (see Subpart 36.3).
Other acquisition procedures authorized by law include the
procedures established in this part and other parts of this chap-
ter and, for DoD, the design-build process described in
10 U.S.C. 2862.
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Subpart 36.6—Architect-Engineer Services

36.600 Scope of subpart.
This subpart prescribes policies and procedures applicable

to the acquisition of architect-engineer services, including
orders for architect-engineer services under multi-agency
contracts (see 16.505(a)(8)).

36.601 Policy.

36.601-1 Public announcement.
The Government shall publicly announce all requirements

for architect-engineer services and negotiate contracts for
these services based on the demonstrated competence and
qualifications of prospective contractors to perform the ser-
vices at fair and reasonable prices. (See 40 U.S.C. 1101 et
seq.)

36.601-2 Competition.
Acquisition of architect-engineer services in accordance

with the procedures in this subpart will constitute a competi-
tive procedure. (See 6.102(d)(1).)

36.601-3 Applicable contracting procedures.
(a) For facility design contracts, the statement of work shall

require that the architect-engineer specify, in the construction
design specifications, use of the maximum practicable
amount of recovered materials consistent with the perfor-
mance requirements, availability, price reasonableness, and
cost-effectiveness. Where appropriate, the statement of work
also shall require the architect-engineer to consider energy
conservation, pollution prevention, and waste reduction to the
maximum extent practicable in developing the construction
design specifications.

(b) Sources for contracts for architect-engineer services
shall be selected in accordance with the procedures in this sub-
part rather than the solicitation or source selection procedures
prescribed in Parts 13, 14, and 15 of this regulation.

(c) When the contract statement of work includes both
architect-engineer services and other services, the contracting
officer shall follow the procedures in this subpart if the state-
ment of work, substantially or to a dominant extent, specifies
performance or approval by a registered or licensed architect
or engineer. If the statement of work does not specify such per-
formance or approval, the contracting officer shall follow the
procedures in Parts 13, 14, or 15.

(d) Other than “incidental services” as specified in the def-
inition of architect-engineer services in 2.101 and in
36.601-4(a)(3), services that do not require performance by a
registered or licensed architect or engineer, notwithstanding
the fact that architect-engineers also may perform those ser-
vices, should be acquired pursuant to Parts 13, 14, and 15.

36.601-4 Implementation.
(a) Contracting officers should consider the following ser-

vices to be “architect-engineer services” subject to the proce-
dures of this subpart:

(1) Professional services of an architectural or engineer-
ing nature, as defined by applicable State law, which the State
law requires to be performed or approved by a registered
architect or engineer.

(2) Professional services of an architectural or engineer-
ing nature associated with design or construction of real
property.

(3) Other professional services of an architectural or
engineering nature or services incidental thereto (including
studies, investigations, surveying and mapping, tests, evalua-
tions, consultations, comprehensive planning, program man-
agement, conceptual designs, plans and specifications, value
engineering, construction phase services, soils engineering,
drawing reviews, preparation of operating and maintenance
manuals and other related services) that logically or justifiably
require performance by registered architects or engineers or
their employees.

(4) Professional surveying and mapping services of an
architectural or engineering nature. Surveying is considered
to be an architectural and engineering service and shall be pro-
cured pursuant to section 36.601 from registered surveyors or
architects and engineers. Mapping associated with the
research, planning, development, design, construction, or
alteration of real property is considered to be an architectural
and engineering service and is to be procured pursuant to
section 36.601. However, mapping services that are not con-
nected to traditionally understood or accepted architectural
and engineering activities, are not incidental to such architec-
tural and engineering activities or have not in themselves tra-
ditionally been considered architectural and engineering
services shall be procured pursuant to provisions in Parts 13,
14, and 15.

(b) Contracting officers may award contracts for architect-
engineer services to any firm permitted by law to practice the
professions of architecture or engineering.

36.602 Selection of firms for architect-engineer contracts.

36.602-1 Selection criteria.
(a) Agencies shall evaluate each potential contractor in

terms of its—
(1) Professional qualifications necessary for satisfac-

tory performance of required services;
(2) Specialized experience and technical competence in

the type of work required, including, where appropriate, expe-
rience in energy conservation, pollution prevention, waste
reduction, and the use of recovered materials;

(3) Capacity to accomplish the work in the required
time;
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(4) Past performance on contracts with Government
agencies and private industry in terms of cost control, quality
of work, and compliance with performance schedules;

(5) Location in the general geographical area of the
project and knowledge of the locality of the project; provided,
that application of this criterion leaves an appropriate number
of qualified firms, given the nature and size of the project; and

(6) Acceptability under other appropriate evaluation
criteria.

(b) When the use of design competition is approved by the
agency head or a designee, agencies may evaluate firms on the
basis of their conceptual design of the project. Design compe-
tition may be used when—

(1) Unique situations exist involving prestige projects,
such as the design of memorials and structures of unusual
national significance;

(2) Sufficient time is available for the production and
evaluation of conceptual designs; and

(3) The design competition, with its costs, will substan-
tially benefit the project.

(c) Hold discussions with at least three of the most highly
qualified firms regarding concepts, the relative utility of alter-
native methods and feasible ways to prescribe the use of
recovered materials and achieve waste reduction and energy-
efficiency in facility design (see Part 23).

36.602-2 Evaluation boards.
(a) When acquiring architect-engineer services, an agency

shall provide for one or more permanent or ad hoc architect-
engineer evaluation boards (which may include preselection
boards when authorized by agency regulations) to be com-
posed of members who, collectively, have experience in archi-
tecture, engineering, construction, and Government and
related acquisition matters. Members shall be appointed from
among highly qualified professional employees of the agency
or other agencies, and if authorized by agency procedure, pri-
vate practitioners of architecture, engineering, or related pro-
fessions. One Government member of each board shall be
designated as the chairperson.

(b) No firm shall be eligible for award of an architect-engi-
neer contract during the period in which any of its principals
or associates are participating as members of the awarding
agency’s evaluation board.

36.602-3 Evaluation board functions.
Under the general direction of the head of the contracting

activity, an evaluation board shall perform the following
functions:

(a) Review the current data files on eligible firms and
responses to a public notice concerning the particular project
(see 36.604).

(b) Evaluate the firms in accordance with the criteria in
36.602-1.

(c) Hold discussions with at least three of the most highly
qualified firms regarding concepts and the relative utility of
alternative methods of furnishing the required services.

(d) Prepare a selection report for the agency head or other
designated selection authority recommending, in order of
preference, at least three firms that are considered to be the
most highly qualified to perform the required services. The
report shall include a description of the discussions and eval-
uation conducted by the board to allow the selection authority
to review the considerations upon which the recommenda-
tions are based.

36.602-4 Selection authority.
(a) The final selection decision shall be made by the agency

head or a designated selection authority.
(b) The selection authority shall review the recommenda-

tions of the evaluation board and shall, with the advice of
appropriate technical and staff representatives, make the final
selection. This final selection shall be a listing, in order of
preference, of the firms considered most highly qualified to
perform the work. If the firm listed as the most preferred is not
the firm recommended as the most highly qualified by the
evaluation board, the selection authority shall provide for the
contract file a written explanation of the reason for the pref-
erence. All firms on the final selection list are considered
“selected firms” with which the contracting officer may nego-
tiate in accordance with 36.606.

(c) The selection authority shall not add firms to the selec-
tion report. If the firms recommended in the report are not
deemed to be qualified or the report is considered inadequate
for any reason, the selection authority shall record the reasons
and return the report through channels to the evaluation board
for appropriate revision.

(d) The board shall be promptly informed of the final
selection.

36.602-5 Short selection process for contracts not to 
exceed the simplified acquisition threshold.
When authorized by the agency, either or both of the short

processes described in this subsection may be used to select
firms for contracts not expected to exceed the simplified
acquisition threshold. Otherwise, the procedures prescribed in
36.602-3 and 36.602-4 shall be followed.

(a) Selection by the board. The board shall review and eval-
uate architect-engineer firms in accordance with 36.602-3,
except that the selection report shall serve as the final selec-
tion list and shall be provided directly to the contracting
officer. The report shall serve as an authorization for the con-
tracting officer to commence negotiations in accordance with
36.606.

(b) Selection by the chairperson of the board. When the
board decides that formal action by the board is not necessary
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37.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policy and procedures that are specific

to the acquisition and management of services by contract.
This part applies to all contracts for services regardless of the
type of contract or kind of service being acquired. This part
requires the use of performance-based contracting to the max-
imum extent practicable and prescribes policies and proce-
dures for use of performance-based contracting methods (see
Subpart 37.6). Additional guidance for research and develop-
ment services is in Part 35; architect-engineering services is in
Part 36; information technology is in Part 39; and transporta-
tion services is in Part 47. Parts 35, 36, 39, and 47 take prece-
dence over this part in the event of inconsistencies. This part
includes, but is not limited to, contracts for services to which
the Service Contract Act of 1965, as amended, applies (see
Subpart 22.10).

Subpart 37.1—Service Contracts—General

37.101 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Child care services” means child protective services

(including the investigation of child abuse and neglect
reports), social services, health and mental health care, child
(day) care, education (whether or not directly involved in
teaching), foster care, residential care, recreational or rehabil-
itative programs, and detention, correctional, or treatment
services.

“Nonpersonal services contract” means a contract under
which the personnel rendering the services are not subject,
either by the contract’s terms or by the manner of its admin-
istration, to the supervision and control usually prevailing in
relationships between the Government and its employees.

“Service contract” means a contract that directly engages
the time and effort of a contractor whose primary purpose is
to perform an identifiable task rather than to furnish an end
item of supply. A service contract may be either a nonpersonal
or personal contract. It can also cover services performed by
either professional or nonprofessional personnel whether on
an individual or organizational basis. Some of the areas in
which service contracts are found include the following:

(1) Maintenance, overhaul, repair, servicing, rehabilita-
tion, salvage, modernization, or modification of supplies, sys-
tems, or equipment.

(2) Routine recurring maintenance of real property.
(3) Housekeeping and base services.
(4) Advisory and assistance services.
(5) Operation of Government-owned equipment facili-

ties, and systems.
(6) Communications services.
(7) Architect-Engineering (see Subpart 36.6).
(8) Transportation and related services (see Part 47).
(9) Research and development (see Part 35).

37.102 Policy.
(a) Performance-based contracting (see Subpart 37.6) is

the preferred method for acquiring services (Public
Law 106-398, section 821). When acquiring services, includ-
ing those acquired under supply contracts, agencies must—

(1) Use performance-based contracting methods to the
maximum extent practicable, except for—

(i) Architect-engineer services acquired in accor-
dance with 40 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.;

(ii) Construction (see Part 36);
(iii) Utility services (see Part 41); or
(iv) Services that are incidental to supply purchases;

and
(2) Use the following order of precedence (Public

Law 106-398, section 821(a));
(i) A firm-fixed price performance-based contract or

task order.
(ii) A performance-based contract or task order that

is not firm-fixed price.
(iii) A contract or task order that is not performance-

based.
(b) Agencies shall generally rely on the private sector for

commercial services (see OMB Circular No. A-76, Perfor-
mance of Commercial Activities and Subpart 7.3).

(c) Agencies shall not award a contract for the performance
of an inherently governmental function (see Subpart 7.5).

(d) Non-personal service contracts are proper under gen-
eral contracting authority.

(e) Agency program officials are responsible for accurately
describing the need to be filled, or problem to be resolved,
through service contracting in a manner that ensures full
understanding and responsive performance by contractors
and, in so doing, should obtain assistance from contracting
officials, as needed.

(f) Agencies shall establish effective management prac-
tices in accordance with Office of Federal Procurement Policy
(OFPP) Policy Letter 93-1, Management Oversight of Service
Contracting, to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse in service
contracting.

(g) Services are to be obtained in the most cost-effective
manner, without barriers to full and open competition, and
free of any potential conflicts of interest.

(h) Agencies shall ensure that sufficiently trained and
experienced officials are available within the agency to man-
age and oversee the contract administration function.

37.103 Contracting officer responsibility.
(a) The contracting officer is responsible for ensuring that

a proposed contract for services is proper. For this purpose the
contracting officer shall—

(1) Determine whether the proposed service is for a per-
sonal or nonpersonal services contract using the definitions at
2.101 and 37.101 and the guidelines in 37.104;
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(2) In doubtful cases, obtain the review of legal counsel;
and

(3) Document the file (except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section) with—

(i) The opinion of legal counsel, if any,
(ii) A memorandum of the facts and rationale sup-

porting the conclusion that the contract does not violate the
provisions in 37.104(b), and

(iii) Any further documentation that the contracting
agency may require.

(b) Nonpersonal services contracts are exempt from the
requirements of paragraph (a)(3) of this section.

(c) Ensure that performance-based contracting methods
are used to the maximum extent practicable when acquiring
services.

(d) Ensure that contracts for child care services include
requirements for criminal history background checks on
employees who will perform child care services under the
contract in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 13041, as amended,
and agency procedures.

37.104 Personal services contracts.
(a) A personal services contract is characterized by the

employer-employee relationship it creates between the Gov-
ernment and the contractor’s personnel. The Government is
normally required to obtain its employees by direct hire under
competitive appointment or other procedures required by the
civil service laws. Obtaining personal services by contract,
rather than by direct hire, circumvents those laws unless Con-
gress has specifically authorized acquisition of the services by
contract.

(b) Agencies shall not award personal services contracts
unless specifically authorized by statute (e.g., 5 U.S.C.3109)
to do so.

(c)(1) An employer-employee relationship under a service
contract occurs when, as a result of (i) the contract’s terms or
(ii) the manner of its administration during performance, con-
tractor personnel are subject to the relatively continuous
supervision and control of a Government officer or employee.
However, giving an order for a specific article or service, with
the right to reject the finished product or result, is not the type
of supervision or control that converts an individual who is an
independent contractor (such as a contractor employee) into a
Government employee.

(2) Each contract arrangement must be judged in the
light of its own facts and circumstances, the key question
always being: Will the Government exercise relatively con-
tinuous supervision and control over the contractor personnel
performing the contract. The sporadic, unauthorized supervi-
sion of only one of a large number of contractor employees
might reasonably be considered not relevant, while relatively
continuous Government supervision of a substantial number

of contractor employees would have to be taken strongly into
account (see (d) of this section).

(d) The following descriptive elements should be used as
a guide in assessing whether or not a proposed contract is per-
sonal in nature:

(1) Performance on site.
(2) Principal tools and equipment furnished by the

Government.
(3) Services are applied directly to the integral effort of

agencies or an organizational subpart in furtherance of
assigned function or mission.

(4) Comparable services, meeting comparable needs,
are performed in the same or similar agencies using civil ser-
vice personnel.

(5) The need for the type of service provided can rea-
sonably be expected to last beyond 1 year.

(6) The inherent nature of the service, or the manner in
which it is provided, reasonably requires directly or indirectly,
Government direction or supervision of contractor employees
in order to—

(i) Adequately protect the Government’s interest;
(ii) Retain control of the function involved; or
(iii) Retain full personal responsibility for the func-

tion supported in a duly authorized Federal officer or
employee.

(e) When specific statutory authority for a personal service
contract is cited, obtain the review and opinion of legal
counsel.

(f) Personal services contracts for the services of individual
experts or consultants are limited by the Classification Act. In
addition, the Office of Personnel Management has established
requirements which apply in acquiring the personal services
of experts or consultants in this manner (e.g., benefits, taxes,
conflicts of interest). Therefore, the contracting officer shall
effect necessary coordination with the cognizant civilian per-
sonnel office.

37.105 Competition in service contracting.
(a) Unless otherwise provided by statute, contracts for ser-

vices shall be awarded through sealed bidding whenever the
conditions in 6.401(a) are met, (except see 6.401(b)).

(b) The provisions of statute and Part 6 is this regulation
requiring competition apply fully to service contracts. The
method of contracting used to provide for competition may
vary with the type of service being acquired and may not nec-
essarily be limited to price competition.

37.106 Funding and term of service contracts.
(a) When contracts for services are funded by annual

appropriations, the term of contracts so funded shall not
extend beyond the end of the fiscal year of the appropriation
except when authorized by law (see paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion for certain service contracts, 32.703-2 for contracts con-
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Subpart 37.2—Advisory and Assistance 
Services

37.200 Scope of subpart.
This subpart prescribes policies and procedures for acquir-

ing advisory and assistance services by contract. The subpart
applies to contracts, whether made with individuals or orga-
nizations, that involve either personal or nonpersonal
services.

37.201 Definition.
“Covered personnel” means—

(1) An officer or an individual who is appointed in the
civil service by one of the following acting in an official
capacity—

(i) The President;
(ii) A Member of Congress;
(iii) A member of the uniformed services;
(iv) An individual who is an employee under

5 U.S.C. 2105;
(v) The head of a Government-controlled corpora-

tion; or
(vi) An adjutant general appointed by the Secretary

concerned under 32 U.S.C. 709(c).
(2) A member of the Armed Services of the United

States.
(3) A person assigned to a Federal agency who has been

transferred to another position in the competitive service in
another agency.

37.202 Exclusions.
The following activities and programs are excluded or

exempted from the definition of advisory or assistance
services:

(a) Routine information technology services unless they
are an integral part of a contract for the acquisition of advisory
and assistance services.

(b) Architectural and engineering services as defined in the
Brooks Architect-Engineers Act (40 U.S.C. 1102).

(c) Research on theoretical mathematics and basic research
involving medical, biological, physical, social, psychological,
or other phenomena.

37.203 Policy.
(a) The acquisition of advisory and assistance services is a

legitimate way to improve Government services and opera-
tions. Accordingly, advisory and assistance services may be
used at all organizational levels to help managers achieve
maximum effectiveness or economy in their operations.

(b) Subject to 37.205, agencies may contract for advisory
and assistance services, when essential to the agency’s mis-
sion, to—

(1) Obtain outside points of view to avoid too limited
judgment on critical issues;

(2) Obtain advice regarding developments in industry,
university, or foundation research;

(3) Obtain the opinions, special knowledge, or skills of
noted experts;

(4) Enhance the understanding of, and develop alterna-
tive solutions to, complex issues;

(5) Support and improve the operation of organizations;
or

(6) Ensure the more efficient or effective operation of
managerial or hardware systems.

(c) Advisory and assistance services shall not be—
(1) Used in performing work of a policy, decision-mak-

ing, or managerial nature which is the direct responsibility of
agency officials;

(2) Used to bypass or undermine personnel ceilings, pay
limitations, or competitive employment procedures;

(3) Contracted for on a preferential basis to former Gov-
ernment employees;

(4) Used under any circumstances specifically to aid in
influencing or enacting legislation; or

(5) Used to obtain professional or technical advice
which is readily available within the agency or another Fed-
eral agency.

(d) Limitation on payment for advisory and assistance
services. Contractors may not be paid for services to conduct
evaluations or analyses of any aspect of a proposal submitted
for an initial contract award unless—

(1) Neither covered personnel from the requesting
agency, nor from another agency, with adequate training and
capabilities to perform the required proposal evaluation, are
readily available and a written determination is made in accor-
dance with 37.204;

(2) The contractor is a Federally-Funded Research and
Development Center (FFRDC) as authorized in Section 23 of
the Office of Federal Procurement Policy (OFPP) Act as
amended (41 U.S.C. 419) and the work placed under the
FFRDC’s contract meets the criteria of 35.017-3; or

(3) Such functions are otherwise authorized by law.

37.204 Guidelines for determining availability of 
personnel.
(a) The head of an agency shall determine, for each evalu-

ation or analysis of proposals, if sufficient personnel with the
requisite training and capabilities are available within the
agency to perform the evaluation or analysis of proposals sub-
mitted for the acquisition.

(b) If, for a specific evaluation or analysis, such personnel
are not available within the agency, the head of the agency
shall—

(1) Determine which Federal agencies may have per-
sonnel with the required training and capabilities; and
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(2) Consider the administrative cost and time associated
with conducting the search, the dollar value of the procure-
ment, other costs, such as travel costs involved in the use of
such personnel, and the needs of the Federal agencies to make
management decisions on the best use of available personnel
in performing the agency’s mission.

(c) If the supporting agency agrees to make the required
personnel available, the agencies shall execute an agreement
for the detail of the supporting agency’s personnel to the
requesting agency.

(d) If the requesting agency, after reasonable attempts to
obtain personnel with the required training and capabilities, is

unable to identify such personnel, the head of the agency may
make the determination required by 37.203.

(e) An agency may make a determination regarding the
availability of covered personnel for a class of proposals for
which evaluation and analysis would require expertise so
unique or specialized that it is not reasonable to expect such
personnel to be available.

37.205 Contracting officer responsibilities.
The contracting officer shall ensure that the determination

required in accordance with the guidelines at 37.204 has been
made prior to issuing a solicitation.
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Subpart 37.3—Dismantling, Demolition, or 
Removal of Improvements

37.300 Scope of subpart.
This subpart prescribes procedures for contracting for dis-

mantling or demolition of buildings, ground improvements
and other real property structures and for the removal of such
structures or portions of them (hereafter referred to as “dis-
mantling, demolition, or removal of improvements”).

37.301 Labor standards.
Contracts for dismantling, demolition, or removal of

improvements are subject to either the Service Contract Act
(4l U.S.C. 351-358) or the Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. 3141
et seq.). If the contract is solely for dismantling, demolition,
or removal of improvements, the Service Contract Act applies
unless further work which will result in the construction, alter-
ation, or repair of a public building or public work at that loca-
tion is contemplated. If such further construction work is
intended, even though by separate contract, then the Davis-
Bacon Act applies to the contract for dismantling, demolition,
or removal.

37.302 Bonds or other security.
When a contract is solely for dismantling, demolition, or

removal of improvements, the Miller Act (40 U.S.C. 3131 et
seq.) (see 28.102) does not apply. However, the contracting
officer may require the contractor to furnish a performance
bond or other security (see 28.103) in an amount that the con-
tracting officer considers adequate to—

(a) Ensure completion of the work;
(b) Protect property to be retained by the Government;
(c) Protect property to be provided as compensation to the

contractor; and
(d) Protect the Government against damage to adjoining

property.

37.303 Payments.
(a) The contract may provide that the—

(1) Government pay the contractor for the dismantling
or demolition of structures; or

(2) Contractor pay the Government for the right to sal-
vage and remove the materials resulting from the dismantling
or demolition operation.

(b) The contracting officer shall consider the usefulness to
the Government of all salvageable property. Any of the prop-

erty that is more useful to the Government than its value as sal-
vage to the contractor should be expressly designated in the
contract for retention by the Government. The contracting
officer shall determine the fair market value of any property
not so designated, since the contractor will get title to this
property, and its value will therefore be important in determin-
ing what payment, if any, shall be made to the contractor and
whether additional compensation will be made if the contract
is terminated.

37.304 Contract clauses.
(a) The contracting officer shall insert the clause at

52.237-4, Payment by Government to Contractor, in solicita-
tions and contracts solely for dismantling, demolition, or
removal of improvements whenever the contracting officer
determines that the Government shall make payment to the
contractor in addition to any title to property that the contrac-
tor may receive under the contract. If the contracting officer
determines that all material resulting from the dismantling or
demolition work is to be retained by the Government, use the
basic clause with its Alternate I.

(b) The contracting officer shall insert the clause at
52.237-5, Payment by Contractor to Government in solicita-
tions and contracts for dismantling, demolition, or removal of
improvements whenever the contractor is to receive title to
dismantled or demolished property and a net amount of com-
pensation is due to the Government, except if the contracting
officer determines that it would be advantageous to the Gov-
ernment for the contractor to pay in increments and the Gov-
ernment to transfer title to the contractor for increments of
property only upon receipt of those payments.

(c) The contracting officer shall insert the clause at
52.237-6, Incremental Payment by Contractor to Govern-
ment, in solicitations and contracts for dismantling, demoli-
tion, or removal of improvements if (l) the contractor is to
receive title to dismantled or demolished property and a net
amount of compensation is due the Government, and (2) the
contracting officer determines that it would be advantageous
to the Government for the contractor to pay in increments, and
for the Government to transfer title to the contractor for incre-
ments of property only upon receipt of those payments. This
determination may be appropriate, for example, if it encour-
ages greater competition or participation of small business
concerns.
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39.000 Scope of part.
This part prescribes acquisition policies and procedures for

use in acquiring—
(a) Information technology, including financial manage-

ment systems, consistent with other parts of this regulation,
OMB Circular No. A-127, Financial Management Systems
and OMB Circular No. A-130, Management of Federal Infor-
mation Resources.

(b) Information and information technology.

39.001 Applicability.
This part applies to the acquisition of information technol-

ogy by or for the use of agencies except for acquisitions of
information technology for national security systems. How-
ever, acquisitions of information technology for national
security systems shall be conducted in accordance with
40 U.S.C. 11302 with regard to requirements for performance
and results-based management; the role of the agency Chief
Information Officer in acquisitions; and accountability. These
requirements are addressed in OMB Circular No. A-130.

39.002 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Modular contracting” means use of one or more contracts

to acquire information technology systems in successive,
interoperable increments.

“National security system” means any telecommunica-
tions or information system operated by the United States
Government, the function, operation, or use of which—

(1) Involves intelligence activities;
(2) Involves cryptologic activities related to national

security;
(3) Involves command and control of military forces;
(4) Involves equipment that is an integral part of a

weapon or weapons system; or
(5) Is critical to the direct fulfillment of military or intel-

ligence missions. This does not include a system that is to be
used for routine administrative and business applications,
such as payroll, finance, logistics, and personnel management
applications.

“Year 2000 compliant,” with respect to information tech-
nology, means that the information technology accurately
processes date/time data (including, but not limited to, calcu-
lating, comparing, and sequencing) from, into, and between
the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and the years 1999
and 2000 and leap year calculations, to the extent that other
information technology, used in combination with the infor-
mation technology being acquired, properly exchanges date/
time data with it.

Subpart 39.1—General

39.101 Policy.
(a) Division A, Section 101(h), Title VI, Section 622 of

the Omnibus Appropriations and Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 1999 (Pub. L. 105-277) requires that agencies may not
use appropriated funds to acquire information technology that
does not comply with 39.106, unless the agency’s Chief Infor-
mation Officer determines that noncompliance with 39.106 is
necessary to the function and operation of the agency or the
acquisition is required by a contract in effect before
October 21, 1998. The Chief Information Officer must send
to the Office of Management and Budget a copy of all waivers
for forwarding to Congress.

(b) In acquiring information technology, agencies shall
identify their requirements pursuant to OMB Circular A-130,
including consideration of security of resources, protection of
privacy, national security and emergency preparedness,
accommodations for individuals with disabilities, and energy
efficiency. When developing an acquisition strategy, contract-
ing officers should consider the rapidly changing nature of
information technology through market research (see Part 10)
and the application of technology refreshment techniques.

(c) Agencies must follow OMB Circular A-127, Financial
Management Systems, when acquiring financial management
systems. Agencies may acquire only core financial manage-
ment software certified by the Joint Financial Management
Improvement Program.

(d) In acquiring information technology, agencies shall
include the appropriate information technology security poli-
cies and requirements.

39.102 Management of risk.
(a) Prior to entering into a contract for information tech-

nology, an agency should analyze risks, benefits, and costs.
(See Part 7 for additional information regarding requirements
definition.) Reasonable risk taking is appropriate as long as
risks are controlled and mitigated. Contracting and program
office officials are jointly responsible for assessing, monitor-
ing and controlling risk when selecting projects for invest-
ment and during program implementation.

(b) Types of risk may include schedule risk, risk of techni-
cal obsolescence, cost risk, risk implicit in a particular con-
tract type, technical feasibility, dependencies between a new
project and other projects or systems, the number of simulta-
neous high risk projects to be monitored, funding availability,
and program management risk.

(c) Appropriate techniques should be applied to manage
and mitigate risk during the acquisition of information tech-
nology. Techniques include, but are not limited to: prudent
project management; use of modular contracting; thorough
acquisition planning tied to budget planning by the program,
finance and contracting offices; continuous collection and
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evaluation of risk-based assessment data; prototyping prior to
implementation; post implementation reviews to determine
actual project cost, benefits and returns; and focusing on risks
and returns using quantifiable measures.

39.103 Modular contracting.
(a) This section implements Section 5202, Incremental

Acquisition of Information Technology, of the Clinger-Cohen
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-106). Modular contracting is
intended to reduce program risk and to incentivize contractor
performance while meeting the Government’s need for timely
access to rapidly changing technology. Consistent with the
agency’s information technology architecture, agencies
should, to the maximum extent practicable, use modular con-
tracting to acquire major systems (see 2.101) of information
technology. Agencies may also use modular contracting to
acquire non-major systems of information technology.

(b) When using modular contracting, an acquisition of a
system of information technology may be divided into several
smaller acquisition increments that—

(1) Are easier to manage individually than would be
possible in one comprehensive acquisition;

(2) Address complex information technology objec-
tives incrementally in order to enhance the likelihood of
achieving workable systems or solutions for attainment of
those objectives;

(3) Provide for delivery, implementation, and testing of
workable systems or solutions in discrete increments, each of
which comprises a system or solution that is not dependent on
any subsequent increment in order to perform its principal
functions;

(4) Provide an opportunity for subsequent increments to
take advantage of any evolution in technology or needs that
occur during implementation and use of the earlier incre-
ments; and

(5) Reduce risk of potential adverse consequences on
the overall project by isolating and avoiding custom-designed
components of the system.

(c) The characteristics of an increment may vary depend-
ing upon the type of information technology being acquired
and the nature of the system being developed. The following
factors may be considered:

(1) To promote compatibility, the information technol-
ogy acquired through modular contracting for each increment
should comply with common or commercially acceptable
information technology standards when available and appro-
priate, and shall conform to the agency’s master information
technology architecture.

(2) The performance requirements of each increment
should be consistent with the performance requirements of the
completed, overall system within which the information tech-
nology will function and should address interface require-
ments with succeeding increments.

(d) For each increment, contracting officers shall choose an
appropriate contracting technique that facilitates the acquisi-
tion of subsequent increments. Pursuant to Parts 16 and 17 of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation, contracting officers shall
select the contract type and method appropriate to the circum-
stances (e.g., indefinite delivery, indefinite quantity contracts,
single contract with options, successive contracts, multiple
awards, task order contracts). Contract(s) shall be structured
to ensure that the Government is not required to procure addi-
tional increments.

(e) To avoid obsolescence, a modular contract for informa-
tion technology should, to the maximum extent practicable, be
awarded within 180 days after the date on which the solicita-
tion is issued. If award cannot be made within 180 days, agen-
cies should consider cancellation of the solicitation in
accordance with 14.209 or 15.206(e). To the maximum extent
practicable, deliveries under the contract should be scheduled
to occur within 18 months after issuance of the solicitation.

39.104 Information technology services.
When acquiring information technology services, solicita-

tions must not describe any minimum experience or educa-
tional requirement for proposed contractor personnel unless
the contracting officer determines that the needs of the
agency—

(a) Cannot be met without that requirement; or
(b) Require the use of other than a performance-based con-

tract (see Subpart 37.6).

39.105 Privacy.
Agencies shall ensure that contracts for information tech-

nology address protection of privacy in accordance with the
Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a) and Part 24. In addition, each
agency shall ensure that contracts for the design, develop-
ment, or operation of a system of records using commercial
information technology services or information technology
support services include the following:

(a) Agency rules of conduct that the contractor and the con-
tractor’s employees shall be required to follow.

(b) A list of the anticipated threats and hazards that the con-
tractor must guard against.

(c) A description of the safeguards that the contractor must
specifically provide.

(d) Requirements for a program of Government inspection
during performance of the contract that will ensure the con-
tinued efficacy and efficiency of safeguards and the discovery
and countering of new threats and hazards.

39.106 Year 2000 compliance.
When acquiring information technology that will be

required to perform date/time processing involving dates sub-
sequent to December 31, 1999, agencies shall ensure that
solicitations and contracts—
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(a)(1) Require the information technology to be Year 2000
compliant; or

(2) Require that non-compliant information technology
be upgraded to be Year 2000 compliant prior to the earlier
of—

(i) The earliest date on which the information tech-
nology may be required to perform date/time processing
involving dates later than December 31, 1999, or

(ii) December 31, 1999; and
(b) As appropriate, describe existing information technol-

ogy that will be used with the information technology to be

acquired and identify whether the existing information tech-
nology is Year 2000 compliant.

39.107 Contract clause.
The contracting officer shall insert a clause substantially

the same as the clause at 52.239-1, Privacy or Security Safe-
guards, in solicitations and contracts for information technol-
ogy which require security of information technology, and/or
are for the design, development, or operation of a system of
records using commercial information technology services or
support services.
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Subpart 41.1—General

41.100 Scope of part.
This part prescribes policies, procedures, and contract for-

mat for the acquisition of utility services. (See 41.102(b) for
services that are excluded from this part.)

41.101 Definitions.
As used in this part,
“Areawide contract” means a contract entered into

between the General Services Administration (GSA) and a
utility service supplier to cover utility service needs of Federal
agencies within the franchise territory of the supplier. Each
areawide contract includes an “Authorization” form for
requesting service, connection, disconnection, or change in
service.

“Authorization” means the document executed by the
ordering agency and the utility supplier to order service under
an areawide contract.

“Connection charge” means all nonrecurring costs,
whether refundable or nonrefundable, to be paid by the Gov-
ernment to the utility supplier for the required connecting
facilities, which are installed, owned, operated, and main-
tained by the utility supplier (see Termination liability).

“Delegated agency” means an agency that has received a
written delegation of authority from GSA to contract for util-
ity services for periods not exceeding ten years (see
41.103(b)).

“Federal Power and Water Marketing Agency” means a
Government entity that produces, manages, transports, con-
trols, and sells electrical and water supply service to
customers.

“Franchise territory” means a geographical area that a util-
ity supplier has a right to serve based upon a franchise, a cer-
tificate of public convenience and necessity, or other legal
means.

“Intervention” means action by GSA or a delegated agency
to formally participate in a utility regulatory proceeding on
behalf of all Federal executive agencies.

“Multiple service locations” means the various locations or
delivery points in the utility supplier’s service area to which
it provides service under a single contract.

“Rates” may include rate schedules, riders, rules, terms and
conditions of service, and other tariff and service charges,
e.g., facilities use charges.

“Separate contract” means a utility services contract (other
than a GSA areawide contract, an Authorization under an
areawide contract, or an interagency agreement), to cover the
acquisition of utility services.

“Termination liability” means a contingent Government
obligation to pay a utility supplier the unamortized portion of
a connection charge and any other applicable nonrefundable
service charge as defined in the contract in the event the Gov-

ernment terminates the contract before the cost of connection
facilities has been recovered by the utility supplier (see “Con-
nection charge”).

“Utility service” means a service such as furnishing elec-
tricity, natural or manufactured gas, water, sewerage, thermal
energy, chilled water, steam, hot water, or high temperature
hot water. The application of Part 41 to other services
(e.g., rubbish removal, snow removal) may be appropriate
when the acquisition is not subject to the Service Contract Act
of 1965 (see 37.107).

41.102 Applicability.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, this

part applies to the acquisition of utility services for the Gov-
ernment, including connection charges and termination
liabilities.

(b) This part does not apply to—
(1) Utility services produced, distributed, or sold by

another Federal agency. In those cases, agencies shall use
interagency agreements (see 41.206);

(2) Utility services obtained by purchase, exchange, or
otherwise by a Federal power or water marketing agency inci-
dent to that agency’s marketing or distribution program;

(3) Cable television (CATV) and telecommunications
services;

(4) Acquisition of natural or manufactured gas when
purchased as a commodity;

(5) Acquisition of utilities services in foreign countries;
(6) Acquisition of rights in real property, acquisition of

public utility facilities, and on-site equipment needed for the
facility’s own distribution system, or construction/mainte-
nance of Government-owned facilities; or

(7) Third party financed shared-savings projects autho-
rized by 42 U.S.C. 8287. However, agencies may utilize
Part 41 for any energy savings or purchased utility service
directly resulting from implementation of a third party
financed shared-savings project under 42 U.S.C. 8287 for
periods not to exceed 25 years.

41.103 Statutory and delegated authority.
(a) Statutory authority. (1) The General Services Adminis-

tration (GSA) is authorized by 40 U.S.C. 501 to prescribe pol-
icies and methods governing the acquisition and supply of
utility services for Federal agencies. This authority includes
related functions such as managing public utility services and
representing Federal agencies in proceedings before Federal
and state regulatory bodies. GSA is authorized by
40 U.S.C. 501 to contract for utility services for periods not
exceeding ten years.

(2) The Department of Defense (DoD) is authorized by
10 U.S.C. 2304 and 40 U.S.C. 113(e)(3) to acquire utility ser-
vices for military facilities.
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(3) The Department of Energy (DOE) is authorized by
the Department of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7251,
et seq.) to acquire utility services. DOE is authorized by the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2204), to
enter into new contracts or modify existing contracts for elec-
tric services for periods not exceeding 25 years for uranium
enrichment installations.

(b) Delegated authority. GSA has delegated its authority to
enter into utility service contracts for periods not exceeding
ten years to DoD and DOE, and for connection charges only
to the Department of Veteran Affairs. Contracting pursuant to
this delegated authority shall be consistent with the require-
ments of this part. Other agencies requiring utility service
contracts for periods over one year, but not exceeding

ten years, may request a delegation of authority from GSA at
the address specified in 41.301(a). In keeping with its statu-
tory authority, GSA will, as necessary, conduct reviews of del-
egated agencies’ acquisitions of utility services to ensure
compliance with the terms of the delegation and applicable
laws and regulations.

(c) Requests for delegations of contracting authority from
GSA shall include a certification from the acquiring agency’s
Senior Procurement Executive that the agency has—

(1) An established acquisition program;
(2) Personnel technically qualified to deal with special-

ized utilities problems; and
(3) The ability to accomplish its own pre-award contract

review.
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47.000 Scope of part.
(a) This part prescribes policies and procedures for—

(1) Applying transportation and traffic management
considerations in the acquisition of supplies; and

(2) Acquiring transportation or transportation-related
services by contract methods other than bills of lading, trans-
portation requests, transportation warrants, and similar trans-
portation forms. Even though the FAR does not regulate the
acquisition of transportation or transportation-related services
when the bill of lading is the contract, this contract method is
widely used and, therefore, relevant guidance on the use of the
bill of lading, particularly the Government bill of lading
(GBL), is provided in this part.

(b) The definitions in this part have been condensed from
statutory definitions. In case of inconsistency between the lan-
guage of this part and the statutory requirements, the statute
shall prevail.

47.001 Definitions.
As used in this part—
“Carrier” or “commercial carrier” means a common carrier

or a contract carrier.
“Common carrier” means a person holding itself out to the

general public to provide transportation for compensation.
“Contract carrier” means a person providing transportation

for compensation under continuing agreements with one per-
son or a limited number of persons.

47.002 Applicability.
(a) All Government personnel concerned with the activi-

ties listed in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(4) of this section
shall follow the regulations in Part 47 as applicable:

(1) Acquisition of supplies.
(2) Acquisition of transportation and transportation-

related services.
(3) Transportation assistance and traffic management.
(4) The making and administration of contracts under

which payments are made from Government funds for—
(i) The transportation of supplies;
(ii) Transportation-related services; or
(iii) Transportation of contractor personnel and their

personal belongings.
(b) Subpart 42.14, Traffic and Transportation Manage-

ment, shall be used for administering transportation contracts,
transportation-related contracts, and those portions of supply
and other contracts that involve transportation.

Subpart 47.1—General

47.101 Policies.
(a) The contracting officer shall obtain traffic management

advice and assistance (see 47.105) in the consideration of
transportation factors required for—

(1) Solicitations and awards;
(2) Contract administration, modification, and termina-

tion; and
(3) Transportation of property by the Government to

and from contractors’ plants.
(b)(1) The preferred method of transporting supplies for

the Government is by commercial carriers. However, Govern-
ment-owned, leased, or chartered vehicles, aircraft, and ves-
sels may be used if—

(i) They are available and not fully utilized;
(ii) Their use will result in substantial economies;

and
(iii) Their use is in accordance with all applicable

statutes, agency policies and regulations.
(2) If the three circumstances listed in paragraph (b)(1)

of this section apply, Government vehicles may be used for
purposes such as—

(i) Local transportation of supplies between Govern-
ment installations;

(ii) Pickup and delivery services that commercial
carriers do not perform in connection with line-haul
transportation;

(iii) Transportation of supplies to meet emergencies;
and

(iv) Accomplishment of program objectives that
cannot be attained by using commercial carriers.

(c) Agencies shall not accord preferential treatment to any
mode of transportation or to any particular carrier either in
awarding or administering contracts for the acquisition of sup-
plies or in awarding contracts for the acquisition of transpor-
tation. (See Subparts 47.2 and 47.3 for situations in which the
contracting officer is permitted to use specific modes of
transportation.)

(d) Agencies shall place with small business concerns pur-
chases and contracts for transportation and transportation-
related services as prescribed in Part 19.

(e) Agencies shall comply with the Fly America Act, the
Cargo Preference Act, and related statutes as prescribed in
Subparts 47.4, Air Transportation by U.S.-Flag Carriers, and
47.5, Ocean Transportation by U.S.-Flag Vessels.

47.102 Transportation insurance.
(a) The Government generally—

(1) Retains the risk of loss of and/or damage to its prop-
erty that is not the legal liability of commercial carriers and

(2) Does not buy insurance coverage for its property in
the possession of commercial carriers (40 U.S.C. 17307).
(See Part 28, Bonds and Insurance.)

(b) Under special circumstances the Government may, if
such action is considered necessary and in the Government’s
interest, (1) buy insurance coverage for Government property
or (2) require the carrier to (i) assume full responsibility for
loss of or damage to the Government property in its posses-
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sion and (ii) buy insurance to cover the carrier’s assumed
responsibility. The cost of this insurance to the carrier shall be
part of the transportation cost. (The Secretary of the Treasury
prescribes regulations regarding shipments of valuables in
31 CFR 261 and 262.)

(c)(1) If special circumstances dictate the need for the Gov-
ernment to buy insurance coverage, the contracting officer
shall ascertain that—

(i) There is no statutory prohibition; and
(ii) Funds for insurance are available.

(2) The contracting officer shall document the need and
authorization for insurance coverage in the contract file.

47.103 Transportation Documentation and Audit 
Regulation (TDA).
(a) The United States Government bill of lading (GBL)

generally shall be used for the transportation of property of the
United States for which the Government pays the transporta-
tion charges directly to commercial carriers.

(b)(1) Regulations and procedures governing the GBL,
documentation, payment, and audit of transportation services
acquired by the United States Government are prescribed in
41 CFR 101-41, Transportation Documentation and Audit.
Included in this regulation, among others, is the limited
authority for the use of commercial forms and procedures to
acquire freight or express transportation for small shipments
of a recurring nature when transportation costs do not exceed
$100.

(2) For DoD shipments, corresponding guidance is in
Chapter 32 of the Defense Traffic Management Regulation
(DTMR).

(c) Subsection 42.1403-2 prescribes regulations and pro-
cedures for the occasional use of contractor-prepaid commer-
cial bills of lading for the transportation of supplies weighing
not more than 1,000 pounds that are acquired by the Govern-
ment on f.o.b. origin terms.

47.104 Government rate tenders under section 10721 of 
the Interstate Commerce Act.

47.104-1 Government freight.
(a) Common carriers subject to the jurisdiction of the Inter-

state Commerce Commission may under the provisions of
49 U.S.C. 10721 offer to transport persons or property for the
account of the United States without charge or at reduced
rates.

(b) Section 10721 rates are published in Government rate
tenders and apply to shipments moving for the account of the
Government; i.e., on—

(1) Government bills of lading;
(2) Commercial bills of lading endorsed to show that

such bills of lading are to be exchanged for, or converted to,

Government bills of lading at destination after delivery to the
consignees; or

(3) Commercial bills of lading endorsed to show that
total transportation charges are assignable to, and will be
reimbursed by, the Government (see the clause at 52.247-1,
Commercial Bill of Lading Notations).

(c) Government agencies may negotiate with carriers for
additional or revised section 10721 rates in appropriate situa-
tions. Only qualified transportation officers shall carry out
these negotiations. (See 47.105 for transportation assistance.)
The following are examples of situations in which negotia-
tions for additional or revised section 10721 rates may be
appropriate:

(1) Volume movements are expected.
(2) Shipments will be made on a recurring basis

between designated places, and substantial savings in trans-
portation costs appear possible even though a volume move-
ment is not involved.

(3) Transit arrangements are feasible and advantageous
to the Government.

47.104-2 Fixed-price contracts.
(a) F.o.b. destination. Section 10721 quotations do not

apply to shipments under fixed-price f.o.b. destination con-
tracts (delivered price).

(b) F.o.b. origin. Under fixed-price f.o.b. origin contracts,
shipments normally shall be made on GBL’s. However, if it is
advantageous to the Government, the contracting officer may
occasionally require the contractor to prepay the freight
charges to a specific destination. In such cases, the contractor
shall use a commercial bill of lading and be reimbursed for the
direct and actual transportation cost as a separate item in the
invoice. The clause at 52.247-1, Commercial Bill of Lading
Notations, will ensure that the Government in this type of
arrangement obtains the benefit of section 10721 rates.

47.104-3 Cost-reimbursement contracts.
(a) The Interstate Commerce Commission has ruled that

section 10721 rates may be applied to shipments other than
those made by the Government if the total benefit accrues to
the Government; i.e., the Government must pay the charges or
directly and completely reimburse the party that initially bears
the freight charges. Therefore, section 10721 rates may be
used for shipments moving on commercial bills of lading in
cost-reimbursement contracts under which the transportation
costs are direct and allowable costs under the cost principles
of Part 31.

(b) Section 10721 rates may be applied to the movement of
household goods and personal effects of contractor employees
who are relocated for the convenience and at the direction of
the Government and whose total transportation costs are reim-
bursed by the Government.
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“Person,” as used in this clause, means a corporation, part-
nership, business association of any kind, trust, joint-stock
company, or individual.

“Prime contract,” as used in this clause, means a contract
or contractual action entered into by the United States for the
purpose of obtaining supplies, materials, equipment, or ser-
vices of any kind.

“Prime Contractor” as used in this clause, means a person
who has entered into a prime contract with the United States.

“Prime Contractor employee,” as used in this clause,
means any officer, partner, employee, or agent of a prime
Contractor.

“Subcontract,” as used in this clause, means a contract or
contractual action entered into by a prime Contractor or sub-
contractor for the purpose of obtaining supplies, materials,
equipment, or services of any kind under a prime contract.

“Subcontractor,” as used in this clause, (1) means any per-
son, other than the prime Contractor, who offers to furnish or
furnishes any supplies, materials, equipment, or services of
any kind under a prime contract or a subcontract entered into
in connection with such prime contract, and (2) includes any
person who offers to furnish or furnishes general supplies to
the prime Contractor or a higher tier subcontractor.

“Subcontractor employee,” as used in this clause, means
any officer, partner, employee, or agent of a subcontractor.

(b) The Anti-Kickback Act of 1986 (41 U.S.C. 51-58) (the
Act), prohibits any person from—

(1) Providing or attempting to provide or offering to
provide any kickback;

(2) Soliciting, accepting, or attempting to accept any
kickback; or

(3) Including, directly or indirectly, the amount of any
kickback in the contract price charged by a prime Contractor
to the United States or in the contract price charged by a sub-
contractor to a prime Contractor or higher tier subcontractor.

(c)(1) The Contractor shall have in place and follow rea-
sonable procedures designed to prevent and detect possible
violations described in paragraph (b) of this clause in its own
operations and direct business relationships.

(2) When the Contractor has reasonable grounds to
believe that a violation described in paragraph (b) of this
clause may have occurred, the Contractor shall promptly
report in writing the possible violation. Such reports shall be
made to the inspector general of the contracting agency, the
head of the contracting agency if the agency does not have an
inspector general, or the Department of Justice.

(3) The Contractor shall cooperate fully with any Fed-
eral agency investigating a possible violation described in
paragraph (b) of this clause.

(4) The Contracting Officer may (i) offset the amount of
the kickback against any monies owed by the United States
under the prime contract and/or (ii) direct that the Prime Con-
tractor withhold from sums owed a subcontractor under the

prime contract the amount of the kickback. The Contracting
Officer may order that monies withheld under
subdivision (c)(4)(ii) of this clause be paid over to the Gov-
ernment unless the Government has already offset those mon-
ies under subdivision (c)(4)(i) of this clause. In either case, the
Prime Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer when
the monies are withheld.

(5) The Contractor agrees to incorporate the substance
of this clause, including paragraph (c)(5) but excepting
paragraph (c)(1), in all subcontracts under this contract which
exceed $100,000.

(End of clause)

52.203-8 Cancellation, Rescission, and Recovery of Funds 
for Illegal or Improper Activity.
As prescribed in 3.104-9(a), insert the following clause:

CANCELLATION, RESCISSION, AND RECOVERY OF FUNDS 
FOR ILLEGAL OR IMPROPER ACTIVITY (JAN 1997)

(a) If the Government receives information that a contrac-
tor or a person has engaged in conduct constituting a violation
of subsection (a), (b), (c), or (d) of section 27 of the Office of
Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 423) (the Act), as
amended by section 4304 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 1996 (Pub. L. 104-106), the Govern-
ment may—

(1) Cancel the solicitation, if the contract has not yet
been awarded or issued; or

(2) Rescind the contract with respect to which—
(i) The Contractor or someone acting for the Con-

tractor has been convicted for an offense where the conduct
constitutes a violation of subsection 27(a) or (b) of the Act for
the purpose of either—

(A) Exchanging the information covered by such
subsections for anything of value; or

(B) Obtaining or giving anyone a competitive
advantage in the award of a Federal agency procurement con-
tract; or

(ii) The head of the contracting activity has deter-
mined, based upon a preponderance of the evidence, that the
Contractor or someone acting for the Contractor has engaged
in conduct constituting an offense punishable under
subsection 27(e)(1) of the Act.

(b) If the Government rescinds the contract under
paragraph (a) of this clause, the Government is entitled to
recover, in addition to any penalty prescribed by law, the
amount expended under the contract.

(c) The rights and remedies of the Government specified
herein are not exclusive, and are in addition to any other rights
and remedies provided by law, regulation, or under this
contract.

(End of clause)
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52.203-9 [Reserved]

52.203-10 Price or Fee Adjustment for Illegal or 
Improper Activity.
As prescribed in 3.104-9(b), insert the following clause:

PRICE OR FEE ADJUSTMENT FOR ILLEGAL OR IMPROPER 
ACTIVITY (JAN 1997)

(a) The Government, at its election, may reduce the price
of a fixed-price type contract and the total cost and fee under
a cost-type contract by the amount of profit or fee determined
as set forth in paragraph (b) of this clause if the head of the
contracting activity or designee determines that there was a
violation of subsection 27(a), (b), or (c) of the Office of Fed-
eral Procurement Policy Act, as amended (41 U.S.C. 423), as
implemented in section 3.104 of the Federal Acquisition Reg-
ulation.

(b) The price or fee reduction referred to in paragraph (a)
of this clause shall be—

(1) For cost-plus-fixed-fee contracts, the amount of the
fee specified in the contract at the time of award;

(2) For cost-plus-incentive-fee contracts, the target fee
specified in the contract at the time of award, notwithstanding
any minimum fee or “fee floor” specified in the contract;

(3) For cost-plus-award-fee contracts—
(i) The base fee established in the contract at the time

of contract award;
(ii) If no base fee is specified in the contract,

30 percent of the amount of each award fee otherwise payable
to the Contractor for each award fee evaluation period or at
each award fee determination point.

(4) For fixed-price-incentive contracts, the Government
may—

(i) Reduce the contract target price and contract tar-
get profit both by an amount equal to the initial target profit
specified in the contract at the time of contract award; or

(ii) If an immediate adjustment to the contract target
price and contract target profit would have a significant
adverse impact on the incentive price revision relationship
under the contract, or adversely affect the contract financing
provisions, the Contracting Officer may defer such adjust-
ment until establishment of the total final price of the contract.
The total final price established in accordance with the incen-
tive price revision provisions of the contract shall be reduced
by an amount equal to the initial target profit specified in the
contract at the time of contract award and such reduced price
shall be the total final contract price.

(5) For firm-fixed-price contracts, by 10 percent of the
initial contract price or a profit amount determined by the
Contracting Officer from records or documents in existence
prior to the date of the contract award.

(c) The Government may, at its election, reduce a prime
contractor’s price or fee in accordance with the procedures of

paragraph (b) of this clause for violations of the Act by its sub-
contractors by an amount not to exceed the amount of profit
or fee reflected in the subcontract at the time the subcontract
was first definitively priced.

(d) In addition to the remedies in paragraphs (a) and (c) of
this clause, the Government may terminate this contract for
default. The rights and remedies of the Government specified
herein are not exclusive, and are in addition to any other rights
and remedies provided by law or under this contract.

(End of clause)

52.203-11 Certification and Disclosure Regarding 
Payments to Influence Certain Federal Transactions.
As prescribed in 3.808, insert the following provision:

CERTIFICATION AND DISCLOSURE REGARDING 
PAYMENTS TO INFLUENCE CERTAIN FEDERAL 

TRANSACTIONS (SEPT 2005)

(a) The definitions and prohibitions contained in the
clause, at FAR 52.203-12, Limitation on Payments to Influ-
ence Certain Federal Transactions, included in this solicita-
tion, are hereby incorporated by reference in paragraph (b) of
this certification.

(b) The offeror, by signing its offer, hereby certifies to the
best of his or her knowledge and belief that on or after
December 23, 1989—

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or
will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to
influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee
of a Member of Congress on his or her behalf in connection
with the awarding of this contract;

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds
(including profit or fee received under a covered Federal
transaction) have been paid, or will be paid, to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee
of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee
of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress on his
or her behalf in connection with this solicitation, the offeror
shall complete and submit, with its offer, OMB standard
form LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities, to the Con-
tracting Officer; and

(3) He or she will include the language of this certifica-
tion in all subcontract awards at any tier and require that all
recipients of subcontract awards in excess of $100,000 shall
certify and disclose accordingly.

(c) Submission of this certification and disclosure is a pre-
requisite for making or entering into this contract imposed by
section 1352, Title 31, United States Code. Any person who
makes an expenditure prohibited under this provision or who
fails to file or amend the disclosure form to be filed or
amended by this provision, shall be subject to a civil penalty
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of not less than $10,000, and not more than $100,000, for each
such failure.

(End of provision)

52.203-12 Limitation on Payments to Influence Certain 
Federal Transactions.
As prescribed in 3.808, insert the following clause:

LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS TO INFLUENCE CERTAIN 
FEDERAL TRANSACTIONS (SEPT 2005)

(a) Definitions.
“Agency,” as used in this clause, means executive agency

as defined in 2.101.
“Covered Federal action,” as used in this clause, means any

of the following Federal actions:
(1) The awarding of any Federal contract.
(2) The making of any Federal grant.
(3) The making of any Federal loan.
(4) The entering into of any cooperative agreement.
(5) The extension, continuation, renewal, amendment,

or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or coop-
erative agreement.

“Indian tribe” and “tribal organization,” as used in this
clause, have the meaning provided in section 4 of the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 450B) and include Alaskan Natives.

“Influencing or attempting to influence,” as used in this
clause, means making, with the intent to influence, any com-
munication to or appearance before an officer or employee of
any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in con-
nection with any covered Federal action.

“Local government,” as used in this clause, means a unit of
government in a State and, if chartered, established, or other-
wise recognized by a State for the performance of a govern-
mental duty, including a local public authority, a special
district, an intrastate district, a council of governments, a
sponsor group representative organization, and any other
instrumentality of a local government.

“Officer or employee of an agency,” as used in this clause,
includes the following individuals who are employed by an
agency:

(1) An individual who is appointed to a position in the
Government under Title 5, United States Code, including a
position under a temporary appointment.

(2) A member of the uniformed services, as defined in
subsection 101(3), Title 37, United States Code.

(3) A special Government employee, as defined in
section 202, Title 18, United States Code.

(4) An individual who is a member of a Federal advisory
committee, as defined by the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, Title 5, United States Code, appendix 2.

“Person,” as used in this clause, means an individual, cor-
poration, company, association, authority, firm, partnership,
society, State, and local government, regardless of whether
such entity is operated for profit, or not for profit. This term
excludes an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or any other
Indian organization with respect to expenditures specifically
permitted by other Federal law.

“Reasonable compensation,” as used in this clause, means,
with respect to a regularly employed officer or employee of
any person, compensation that is consistent with the normal
compensation for such officer or employee for work that is not
furnished to, not funded by, or not furnished in cooperation
with the Federal Government.

“Reasonable payment,” as used in this clause, means, with
respect to professional and other technical services, a payment
in an amount that is consistent with the amount normally paid
for such services in the private sector.

“Recipient,” as used in this clause, includes the Contractor
and all subcontractors. This term excludes an Indian tribe,
tribal organization, or any other Indian organization with
respect to expenditures specifically permitted by other Fed-
eral law.

“Regularly employed,” as used in this clause, means, with
respect to an officer or employee of a person requesting or
receiving a Federal contract, an officer or employee who is
employed by such person for at least 130 working days within
1 year immediately preceding the date of the submission that
initiates agency consideration of such person for receipt of
such contract. An officer or employee who is employed by
such person for less than 130 working days within 1 year
immediately preceding the date of the submission that ini-
tiates agency consideration of such person shall be considered
to be regularly employed as soon as he or she is employed by
such person for 130 working days.

“State,” as used in this clause, means a State of the United
States, the District of Columbia, or an outlying area of the
United States, an agency or instrumentality of a State, and
multi-State, regional, or interstate entity having governmental
duties and powers.

(b) Prohibitions. (1) Section 1352 of Title 31, United
States Code, among other things, prohibits a recipient of a
Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement from
using appropriated funds to pay any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency,
a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress,
or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
any of the following covered Federal actions: the awarding of
any Federal contract; the making of any Federal grant; the
making of any Federal loan; the entering into of any cooper-
ative agreement; or the modification of any Federal contract,
grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2) The Act also requires Contractors to furnish a dis-
closure if any funds other than Federal appropriated funds
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(including profit or fee received under a covered Federal
transaction) have been paid, or will be paid, to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee
of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee
of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in con-
nection with a Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative
agreement.

(3) The prohibitions of the Act do not apply under the
following conditions:

(i) Agency and legislative liaison by own employees.
(A) The prohibition on the use of appropriated funds, in
paragraph (b)(1) of this clause, does not apply in the case of
a payment of reasonable compensation made to an officer or
employee of a person requesting or receiving a covered Fed-
eral action if the payment is for agency and legislative liaison
activities not directly related to a covered Federal action.

(B) For purposes of subdivision (b)(3)(i)(A) of
this clause, providing any information specifically requested
by an agency or Congress is permitted at any time.

(C) The following agency and legislative liaison
activities are permitted at any time where they are not related
to a specific solicitation for any covered Federal action:

(1) Discussing with an agency the qualities and
characteristics (including individual demonstrations) of the
person’s products or services, conditions or terms of sale, and
service capabilities.

(2) Technical discussions and other activities
regarding the application or adaptation of the person’s prod-
ucts or services for an agency’s use.

(D) The following agency and legislative liaison
activities are permitted where they are prior to formal solici-
tation of any covered Federal action—

(1) Providing any information not specifically
requested but necessary for an agency to make an informed
decision about initiation of a covered Federal action;

(2) Technical discussions regarding the prepa-
ration of an unsolicited proposal prior to its official submis-
sion; and

(3) Capability presentations by persons seek-
ing awards from an agency pursuant to the provisions of the
Small Business Act, as amended by Pub. L. 95-507, and sub-
sequent amendments.

(E) Only those agency and legislative liaison
activities expressly authorized by paragraph (b)(3)(i) of this
clause are permitted under this clause.

(ii) Professional and technical services.  (A) The
prohibition on the use of appropriated funds, in
paragraph (b)(1) of this clause, does not apply in the case of—

(1) A payment of reasonable compensation
made to an officer or employee of a person requesting or
receiving a covered Federal action or an extension, continua-
tion, renewal, amendment, or modification of a covered Fed-
eral action, if payment is for professional or technical services

rendered directly in the preparation, submission, or negotia-
tion of any bid, proposal, or application for that Federal action
or for meeting requirements imposed by or pursuant to law as
a condition for receiving that Federal action.

(2) Any reasonable payment to a person, other
than an officer or employee of a person requesting or receiv-
ing a covered Federal action or an extension, continuation,
renewal, amendment, or modification of a covered Federal
action if the payment is for professional or technical services
rendered directly in the preparation, submission, or negotia-
tion of any bid, proposal, or application for that Federal action
or for meeting requirements imposed by or pursuant to law as
a condition for receiving that Federal action. Persons other
than officers or employees of a person requesting or receiving
a covered Federal action include consultants and trade
associations.

(B) For purposes of subdivision (b)(3)(ii)(A) of
this clause, “professional and technical services” shall be lim-
ited to advice and analysis directly applying any professional
or technical discipline. For example, drafting of a legal docu-
ment accompanying a bid or proposal by a lawyer is allow-
able. Similarly, technical advice provided by an engineer on
the performance or operational capability of a piece of equip-
ment rendered directly in the negotiation of a contract is
allowable. However, communications with the intent to influ-
ence made by a professional (such as a licensed lawyer) or a
technical person (such as a licensed accountant) are not allow-
able under this section unless they provide advice and analysis
directly applying their professional or technical expertise and
unless the advice or analysis is rendered directly and solely in
the preparation, submission or negotiation of a covered Fed-
eral action. Thus, for example, communications with the
intent to influence made by a lawyer that do not provide legal
advice or analysis directly and solely related to the legal
aspects of his or her client’s proposal, but generally advocate
one proposal over another are not allowable under this section
because the lawyer is not providing professional legal ser-
vices. Similarly, communications with the intent to influence
made by an engineer providing an engineering analysis prior
to the preparation or submission of a bid or proposal are not
allowable under this section since the engineer is providing
technical services but not directly in the preparation, submis-
sion or negotiation of a covered Federal action.

(C) Requirements imposed by or pursuant to law
as a condition for receiving a covered Federal award include
those required by law or regulation and any other require-
ments in the actual award documents.

(D) Only those professional and technical ser-
vices expressly authorized by paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this
clause are permitted under this clause.

(4) The reporting requirements of FAR 3.803(a) shall
not apply with respect to payments of reasonable compensa-
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tion made to regularly employed officers or employees of a
person.

(c) Disclosure. (1) The Contractor who requests or
receives from an agency a Federal contract shall file with that
agency a disclosure form, OMB standard form LLL, Disclo-
sure of Lobbying Activities, if such person has made or has
agreed to make any payment using nonappropriated funds (to
include profits from any covered Federal action), which
would be prohibited under paragraph (b)(1) of this clause, if
paid for with appropriated funds.

(2) The Contractor shall file a disclosure form at the end
of each calendar quarter in which there occurs any event that
materially affects the accuracy of the information contained in
any disclosure form previously filed by such person under
paragraph (c)(1) of this clause. An event that materially
affects the accuracy of the information reported includes—

(i) A cumulative increase of $25,000 or more in the
amount paid or expected to be paid for influencing or attempt-
ing to influence a covered Federal action; or

(ii) A change in the person(s) or individual(s) influ-
encing or attempting to influence a covered Federal action; or

(iii) A change in the officer(s), employee(s), or
Member(s) contacted to influence or attempt to influence a
covered Federal action.

(3) The Contractor shall require the submittal of a cer-
tification, and if required, a disclosure form by any person
who requests or receives any subcontract exceeding $100,000
under the Federal contract.

(4) All subcontractor disclosure forms (but not certifi-
cations) shall be forwarded from tier to tier until received by
the prime Contractor. The prime Contractor shall submit all
disclosures to the Contracting Officer at the end of the calen-
dar quarter in which the disclosure form is submitted by the
subcontractor. Each subcontractor certification shall be
retained in the subcontract file of the awarding Contractor.

(d) Agreement. The Contractor agrees not to make any pay-
ment prohibited by this clause.

(e) Penalties. (1) Any person who makes an expenditure
prohibited under paragraph (a) of this clause or who fails to
file or amend the disclosure form to be filed or amended by
paragraph (b) of this clause shall be subject to civil penalties
as provided for by 31 U.S.C. 1352. An imposition of a civil
penalty does not prevent the Government from seeking any
other remedy that may be applicable.

(2) Contractors may rely without liability on the repre-
sentation made by their subcontractors in the certification and
disclosure form.

(f) Cost allowability. Nothing in this clause makes allow-
able or reasonable any costs which would otherwise be unal-
lowable or unreasonable. Conversely, costs made specifically

unallowable by the requirements in this clause will not be
made allowable under any other provision.

(End of clause)

52.204-1 Approval of Contract.
As prescribed in 4.103, insert the following clause:

APPROVAL OF CONTRACT (DEC 1989)

This contract is subject to the written approval of [identify
title of designated agency official here] and shall not be bind-
ing until so approved.

(End of clause)

52.204-2 Security Requirements.
As prescribed in 4.404(a), insert the following clause:

SECURITY REQUIREMENTS (AUG 1996)

(a) This clause applies to the extent that this contract
involves access to information classified “Confidential,”
“Secret,” or “Top Secret.”

(b) The Contractor shall comply with—
(1) The Security Agreement (DD Form 441), including

the National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual
(DoD 5220.22-M); and

(2) Any revisions to that manual, notice of which has
been furnished to the Contractor.

(c) If, subsequent to the date of this contract, the security
classification or security requirements under this contract are
changed by the Government and if the changes cause an
increase or decrease in security costs or otherwise affect any
other term or condition of this contract, the contract shall be
subject to an equitable adjustment as if the changes were
directed under the Changes clause of this contract.

(d) The Contractor agrees to insert terms that conform sub-
stantially to the language of this clause, including this
paragraph (d) but excluding any reference to the Changes
clause of this contract, in all subcontracts under this contract
that involve access to classified information.

(End of clause)

Alternate I (Apr 1984). If a cost contract for research and
development with an educational institution is contemplated,
add the following paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) to the basic
clause:

(e) If a change in security requirements, as provided in
paragraphs (b) and (c), results (1) in a change in the security
classification of this contract or any of its elements from an
unclassified status or a lower classification to a higher classifi-
cation, or (2) in more restrictive area controls than previously
required, the Contractor shall exert every reasonable effort com-
patible with the Contractor’s established policies to continue the
performance of work under the contract in compliance with the
change in security classification or requirements. If, despite rea-
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sonable efforts, the Contractor determines that the continuation
of work under this contract is not practicable because of the
change in security classification or requirements, the Contractor
shall notify the Contracting Officer in writing. Until resolution
of the problem is made by the Contracting Officer, the Contrac-
tor shall continue safeguarding all classified material as
required by this contract.

(f) After receiving the written notification, the Contracting
Officer shall explore the circumstances surrounding the pro-
posed change in security classification or requirements, and
shall endeavor to work out a mutually satisfactory method
whereby the Contractor can continue performance of the work
under this contract.

(g) If, 15 days after receipt by the Contracting Officer of
the notification of the Contractor’s stated inability to proceed,
(1) the application to this contract of the change in security clas-
sification or requirements has not been withdrawn, or (2) a
mutually satisfactory method for continuing performance of
work under this contract has not been agreed upon, the Contrac-
tor may request the Contracting Officer to terminate the contract
in whole or in part. The Contracting Officer shall terminate the
contract in whole or in part, as may be appropriate, and the ter-
mination shall be deemed a termination under the terms of the
Termination for the Convenience of the Government clause.

Alternate II (Apr 1984). If employee identification is
required for security or other reasons in a construction con-
tract or architect-engineer contract, add the following
paragraph (e) to the basic clause:

(e) The Contractor shall be responsible for furnishing to
each employee and for requiring each employee engaged on the
work to display such identification as may be approved and
directed by the Contracting Officer. All prescribed identifica-
tion shall immediately be delivered to the Contracting Officer,
for cancellation upon the release of any employee. When
required by the Contracting Officer, the Contractor shall obtain
and submit fingerprints of all persons employed or to be
employed on the project.

52.204-3 Taxpayer Identification.
As prescribed in 4.905, insert the following provision:

TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION (OCT 1998)

(a) Definitions.
“Common parent,” as used in this provision, means that

corporate entity that owns or controls an affiliated group of
corporations that files its Federal income tax returns on a con-
solidated basis, and of which the offeror is a member.

“Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN),” as used in this
provision, means the number required by the Internal Reve-
nue Service (IRS) to be used by the offeror in reporting
income tax and other returns. The TIN may be either a Social
Security Number or an Employer Identification Number.

(b) All offerors must submit the information required in
paragraphs (d) through (f) of this provision to comply with
debt collection requirements of 31 U.S.C. 7701(c) and
3325(d), reporting requirements of 26 U.S.C. 6041, 6041A,
and 6050M, and implementing regulations issued by the IRS.
If the resulting contract is subject to the payment reporting
requirements described in Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR) 4.904, the failure or refusal by the offeror to furnish the
information may result in a 31 percent reduction of payments
otherwise due under the contract.

(c) The TIN may be used by the Government to collect and
report on any delinquent amounts arising out of the offeror’s
relationship with the Government (31 U.S.C. 7701(c)(3)). If
the resulting contract is subject to the payment reporting
requirements described in FAR 4.904, the TIN provided here-
under may be matched with IRS records to verify the accuracy
of the offeror’s TIN.

(d) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN).
❏ TIN: ____________________________________.
❏ TIN has been applied for.
❏ TIN is not required because:
❏ Offeror is a nonresident alien, foreign corporation, 

or foreign partnership that does not have income 
effectively connected with the conduct of a trade or 
business in the United States and does not have an 
office or place of business or a fiscal paying agent 
in the United States;

❏ Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of a foreign 
government;

❏ Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of the Fed-
eral Government.

(e) Type of organization.
❏ Sole proprietorship;
❏ Partnership;
❏ Corporate entity (not tax-exempt);
❏ Corporate entity (tax-exempt);
❏ Government entity (Federal, State, or local);
❏ Foreign government;
❏ International organization per 26 CFR 1.6049-4;
❏ Other ___________________________________.

(f) Common parent.
❏ Offeror is not owned or controlled by a common par-

ent as defined in paragraph (a) of this provision.
❏ Name and TIN of common parent:

Name ___________________________________
TIN _____________________________________

(End of provision)

52.204-4 Printed or Copied Double-Sided on Recycled 
Paper.
As prescribed in 4.303, insert the following clause:
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[List as necessary]

(3) Buy American Act—Free Trade Agreements—
Israeli Trade Act Certificate, Alternate II (JAN 2004). If
Alternate II to the clause at FAR 52.225-3 is included in this
solicitation, substitute the following paragraph (g)(1)(ii) for
paragraph (g)(1)(ii) of the basic provision:

(g)(1)(ii) The offeror certifies that the following supplies
are Canadian end products or Israeli end products as defined in
the clause of this solicitation entitled “Buy American Act—Free
Trade Agreements—Israeli Trade Act”:
Canadian or Israeli End Products:

[List as necessary]

(4) Trade Agreements Certificate. (Applies only if the
clause at FAR 52.225-5, Trade Agreements, is included in this
solicitation.)

(i) The offeror certifies that each end product, except
those listed in paragraph (g)(4)(ii) of this provision, is a U.S.-
made or designated country end product, as defined in the
clause of this solicitation entitled “Trade Agreements.”

(ii) The offeror shall list as other end products those
end products that are not U.S.-made or designated country end
products.

Other End Products:

[List as necessary]

(iii) The Government will evaluate offers in accor-
dance with the policies and procedures of FAR Part 25. For
line items covered by the WTO GPA, the Government will
evaluate offers of U.S.-made or designated country end prod-
ucts without regard to the restrictions of the Buy American
Act. The Government will consider for award only offers of
U.S.-made or designated country end products unless the
Contracting Officer determines that there are no offers for
such products or that the offers for such products are insuffi-
cient to fulfill the requirements of the solicitation.

(h) Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension or
Ineligibility for Award (Executive Order 12549). (Applies
only if the contract value is expected to exceed the simplified
acquisition threshold.) The offeror certifies, to the best of its
knowledge and belief, that the offeror and/or any of its
principals—

(1) ❏ Are, ❏ are not presently debarred, suspended,
proposed for debarment, or declared ineligible for the award
of contracts by any Federal agency; and

(2) ❏ Have, ❏ have not, within a three-year period pre-
ceding this offer, been convicted of or had a civil judgment
rendered against them for: commission of fraud or a criminal
offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or
performing a Federal, state or local government contract or
subcontract; violation of Federal or state antitrust statutes
relating to the submission of offers; or commission of embez-
zlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of
records, making false statements, tax evasion, or receiving
stolen property; and

(3) ❏ Are, ❏ are not presently indicted for, or otherwise
criminally or civilly charged by a Government entity with,
commission of any of these offenses.

(i) Certification Regarding Knowledge of Child Labor for
Listed End Products (Executive Order 13126). [The Contract-
ing Officer must list in paragraph (i)(1) any end products
being acquired under this solicitation that are included in the
List of Products Requiring Contractor Certification as to
Forced or Indentured Child Labor, unless excluded at
22.1503(b).]

(1) Listed end products.

(2) Certification. [If the Contracting Officer has identi-
fied end products and countries of origin in paragraph (i)(1)
of this provision, then the offeror must certify to either (i)(2)(i)
or (i)(2)(ii) by checking the appropriate block.]

[ ] (i) The offeror will not supply any end product
listed in paragraph (i)(1) of this provision that was mined,
produced, or manufactured in the corresponding country as
listed for that product.

[ ] (ii) The offeror may supply an end product listed
in paragraph (i)(1) of this provision that was mined, produced,
or manufactured in the corresponding country as listed for that
product. The offeror certifies that it has made a good faith
effort to determine whether forced or indentured child labor
was used to mine, produce, or manufacture any such end
product furnished under this contract. On the basis of those
efforts, the offeror certifies that it is not aware of any such use
of child labor.

(j)(1) Annual Representations and Certifications. Any
changes provided by the offeror in paragraph (j) of this provi-
sion do not automatically change the representations and cer-
tifications posted on the Online Representations and
Certifications Application (ORCA) website.

(2) The offeror has completed the annual representa-
tions and certifications electronically via the ORCA website

Line Item No. Country of Origin
______________ _________________
______________ _________________
______________ _________________

Line Item No. Country of Origin
______________ _________________
______________ _________________
______________ _________________

Listed End Product Listed Countries of Origin
___________________ ___________________
___________________ ___________________
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at http://orca.bpn.gov. After reviewing the ORCA database
information, the offeror verifies by submission of this offer
that the representations and certifications currently posted
electronically at FAR 52.212-3, Offeror Representations and
Certifications—Commercial Items, have been entered or
updated in the last 12 months, are current, accurate, complete,
and applicable to this solicitation (including the business size
standard applicable to the NAICS code referenced for this
solicitation), as of the date of this offer and are incorporated
in this offer by reference (see FAR 4.1201), except for para-
graphs ______________.

[Offeror to identify the applicable paragraphs at (b)
through (i) of this provision that the offeror has completed for
the purposes of this solicitation only, if any.

These amended representation(s) and/or certification(s)
are also incorporated in this offer and are current, accurate,
and complete as of the date of this offer.

Any changes provided by the offeror are applicable to this
solicitation only, and do not result in an update to the represen-
tations and certifications posted on ORCA.]

(End of provision)

Alternate I (Apr 2002). As prescribed in 12.301(b)(2), add
the following paragraph (c)(11) to the basic provision:

(11) (Complete if the offeror has represented itself as dis-
advantaged in paragraph (c)(4) or (c)(9) of this provision.)

[The offeror shall check the category in which its owner-
ship falls]:

____ Black American.

____ Hispanic American.

____ Native American (American Indians, Eskimos,
Aleuts, or Native Hawaiians).

____ Asian-Pacific American (persons with origins from
Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Brunei,
Japan, China, Taiwan, Laos, Cambodia (Kampuchea), Vietnam,
Korea, The Philippines, U.S. Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands (Republic of Palau), Republic of the Marshall Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Samoa, Macao, Hong Kong,
Fiji, Tonga, Kiribati, Tuvalu, or Nauru).

____ Subcontinent Asian (Asian-Indian) American (per-
sons with origins from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, the Maldives Islands, or Nepal).

____ Individual/concern, other than one of the preceding.

Alternate II (Oct 2000). As prescribed in 12.301(b)(2), add
the following paragraph (c)(9)(iii) to the basic provision:

(iii) Address. The offeror represents that its address ❏ is,
❏ is not in a region for which a small disadvantaged business
procurement mechanism is authorized and its address has not

changed since its certification as a small disadvantaged business
concern or submission of its application for certification. The
list of authorized small disadvantaged business procurement
mechanisms and regions is posted at http://www.arnet.gov/
References/sdbadjustments.htm. The offeror shall use the list in
effect on the date of this solicitation. “Address,” as used in this
provision, means the address of the offeror as listed on the Small
Business Administration’s register of small disadvantaged busi-
ness concerns or the address on the completed application that
the concern has submitted to the Small Business Administration
or a Private Certifier in accordance with 13 CFR Part 124,
subpart B. For joint ventures, “address” refers to the address of
the small disadvantaged business concern that is participating in
the joint venture.

52.212-4 Contract Terms and Conditions—Commercial 
Items.
As prescribed in 12.301(b)(3), insert the following clause:

CONTRACT TERMS AND CONDITIONS—COMMERCIAL 
ITEMS (SEPT 2005)

(a) Inspection/Acceptance. The Contractor shall only ten-
der for acceptance those items that conform to the require-
ments of this contract. The Government reserves the right to
inspect or test any supplies or services that have been tendered
for acceptance. The Government may require repair or
replacement of nonconforming supplies or reperformance of
nonconforming services at no increase in contract price. The
Government must exercise its post-acceptance rights—

(1) Within a reasonable time after the defect was dis-
covered or should have been discovered; and

(2) Before any substantial change occurs in the condi-
tion of the item, unless the change is due to the defect in the
item.

(b) Assignment. The Contractor or its assignee may assign
its rights to receive payment due as a result of performance of
this contract to a bank, trust company, or other financing insti-
tution, including any Federal lending agency in accordance
with the Assignment of Claims Act (31 U.S.C. 3727). How-
ever, when a third party makes payment (e.g., use of the Gov-
ernmentwide commercial purchase card), the Contractor may
not assign its rights to receive payment under this contract.

(c) Changes. Changes in the terms and conditions of this
contract may be made only by written agreement of the
parties.

(d) Disputes. This contract is subject to the Contract Dis-
putes Act of 1978, as amended (41 U.S.C. 601-613). Failure
of the parties to this contract to reach agreement on any
request for equitable adjustment, claim, appeal or action aris-
ing under or relating to this contract shall be a dispute to be
resolved in accordance with the clause at FAR 52.233-1, Dis-
putes, which is incorporated herein by reference. The Con-
tractor shall proceed diligently with performance of this
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contract, pending final resolution of any dispute arising under
the contract.

(e) Definitions. The clause at FAR 52.202-1, Definitions, is
incorporated herein by reference.

(f) Excusable delays. The Contractor shall be liable for
default unless nonperformance is caused by an occurrence
beyond the reasonable control of the Contractor and without
its fault or negligence such as, acts of God or the public
enemy, acts of the Government in either its sovereign or con-
tractual capacity, fires, floods, epidemics, quarantine restric-
tions, strikes, unusually severe weather, and delays of
common carriers. The Contractor shall notify the Contracting
Officer in writing as soon as it is reasonably possible after the
commencement of any excusable delay, setting forth the full
particulars in connection therewith, shall remedy such occur-
rence with all reasonable dispatch, and shall promptly give
written notice to the Contracting Officer of the cessation of
such occurrence.

(g) Invoice. (1) The Contractor shall submit an original
invoice and three copies (or electronic invoice, if authorized)
to the address designated in the contract to receive invoices.
An invoice must include—

(i) Name and address of the Contractor;
(ii) Invoice date and number;
(iii) Contract number, contract line item number and,

if applicable, the order number;
(iv) Description, quantity, unit of measure, unit price

and extended price of the items delivered;
(v) Shipping number and date of shipment, including

the bill of lading number and weight of shipment if shipped
on Government bill of lading;

(vi) Terms of any discount for prompt payment
offered;

(vii) Name and address of official to whom payment
is to be sent;

(viii) Name, title, and phone number of person to
notify in event of defective invoice; and

(ix) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN). The
Contractor shall include its TIN on the invoice only if required
elsewhere in this contract.

(x) Electronic funds transfer (EFT) banking
information.

(A) The Contractor shall include EFT banking
information on the invoice only if required elsewhere in this
contract.

(B) If EFT banking information is not required to
be on the invoice, in order for the invoice to be a proper
invoice, the Contractor shall have submitted correct EFT
banking information in accordance with the applicable solic-
itation provision, contract clause (e.g., 52.232-33, Payment
by Electronic Funds Transfer—Central Contractor Registra-
tion, or 52.232-34, Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer—

Other Than Central Contractor Registration), or applicable
agency procedures.

(C) EFT banking information is not required if the
Government waived the requirement to pay by EFT.

(2) Invoices will be handled in accordance with the
Prompt Payment Act (31 U.S.C. 3903) and Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) prompt payment regulations at
5 CFR Part 1315.

(h) Patent indemnity. The Contractor shall indemnify the
Government and its officers, employees and agents against
liability, including costs, for actual or alleged direct or con-
tributory infringement of, or inducement to infringe, any
United States or foreign patent, trademark or copyright, aris-
ing out of the performance of this contract, provided the Con-
tractor is reasonably notified of such claims and proceedings.

(i) Payment.— (1) Items accepted. Payment shall be made
for items accepted by the Government that have been deliv-
ered to the delivery destinations set forth in this contract.

(2) Prompt payment. The Government will make pay-
ment in accordance with the Prompt Payment Act
(31 U.S.C. 3903) and prompt payment regulations at 5 CFR
Part 1315.

(3) Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). If the Government
makes payment by EFT, see 52.212-5(b) for the appropriate
EFT clause.

(4) Discount. In connection with any discount offered
for early payment, time shall be computed from the date of the
invoice. For the purpose of computing the discount earned,
payment shall be considered to have been made on the date
which appears on the payment check or the specified payment
date if an electronic funds transfer payment is made.

(5) Overpayments. If the Contractor becomes aware of
a duplicate contract financing or invoice payment or that the
Government has otherwise overpaid on a contract financing or
invoice payment, the Contractor shall immediately notify the
Contracting Officer and request instructions for disposition of
the overpayment.

(j) Risk of loss. Unless the contract specifically provides
otherwise, risk of loss or damage to the supplies provided
under this contract shall remain with the Contractor until, and
shall pass to the Government upon:

(1) Delivery of the supplies to a carrier, if transportation
is f.o.b. origin; or

(2) Delivery of the supplies to the Government at the
destination specified in the contract, if transportation is f.o.b.
destination.

(k) Taxes. The contract price includes all applicable Fed-
eral, State, and local taxes and duties.

(l) Termination for the Government’s convenience. The
Government reserves the right to terminate this contract, or
any part hereof, for its sole convenience. In the event of such
termination, the Contractor shall immediately stop all work
hereunder and shall immediately cause any and all of its sup-
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pliers and subcontractors to cease work. Subject to the terms
of this contract, the Contractor shall be paid a percentage of
the contract price reflecting the percentage of the work per-
formed prior to the notice of termination, plus reasonable
charges the Contractor can demonstrate to the satisfaction of
the Government using its standard record keeping system,
have resulted from the termination. The Contractor shall not
be required to comply with the cost accounting standards or
contract cost principles for this purpose. This paragraph does
not give the Government any right to audit the Contractor’s
records. The Contractor shall not be paid for any work per-
formed or costs incurred which reasonably could have been
avoided.

(m) Termination for cause. The Government may termi-
nate this contract, or any part hereof, for cause in the event of
any default by the Contractor, or if the Contractor fails to com-
ply with any contract terms and conditions, or fails to provide
the Government, upon request, with adequate assurances of
future performance. In the event of termination for cause, the
Government shall not be liable to the Contractor for any
amount for supplies or services not accepted, and the Contrac-
tor shall be liable to the Government for any and all rights and
remedies provided by law. If it is determined that the Govern-
ment improperly terminated this contract for default, such ter-
mination shall be deemed a termination for convenience.

(n) Title. Unless specified elsewhere in this contract, title
to items furnished under this contract shall pass to the Gov-
ernment upon acceptance, regardless of when or where the
Government takes physical possession.

(o) Warranty. The Contractor warrants and implies that the
items delivered hereunder are merchantable and fit for use for
the particular purpose described in this contract.

(p) Limitation of liability. Except as otherwise provided by
an express warranty, the Contractor will not be liable to the
Government for consequential damages resulting from any
defect or deficiencies in accepted items.

(q) Other compliances. The Contractor shall comply with
all applicable Federal, State and local laws, executive orders,
rules and regulations applicable to its performance under this
contract.

(r) Compliance with laws unique to Government contracts.
The Contractor agrees to comply with 31 U.S.C. 1352 relat-
ing to limitations on the use of appropriated funds to influence
certain Federal contracts; 18 U.S.C. 431 relating to officials
not to benefit; 40 U.S.C. 3701, et seq., Contract Work Hours
and Safety Standards Act; 41 U.S.C. 51-58, Anti-Kickback
Act of 1986; 41 U.S.C. 265 and 10 U.S.C. 2409 relating to
whistleblower protections; 49 U.S.C. 40118, Fly American;
and 41 U.S.C. 423 relating to procurement integrity.

(s) Order of precedence. Any inconsistencies in this solic-
itation or contract shall be resolved by giving precedence in
the following order:

(1) The schedule of supplies/services.

(2) The Assignments, Disputes, Payments, Invoice,
Other Compliances, and Compliance with Laws Unique to
Government Contracts paragraphs of this clause.

(3) The clause at 52.212-5.
(4) Addenda to this solicitation or contract, including

any license agreements for computer software.
(5) Solicitation provisions if this is a solicitation.
(6) Other paragraphs of this clause.
(7) The Standard Form 1449.
(8) Other documents, exhibits, and attachments.
(9) The specification.

(t) Central Contractor Registration (CCR). (1) Unless
exempted by an addendum to this contract, the Contractor is
responsible during performance and through final payment of
any contract for the accuracy and completeness of the data
within the CCR database, and for any liability resulting from
the Government’s reliance on inaccurate or incomplete data.
To remain registered in the CCR database after the initial reg-
istration, the Contractor is required to review and update on
an annual basis from the date of initial registration or subse-
quent updates its information in the CCR database to ensure
it is current, accurate and complete. Updating information in
the CCR does not alter the terms and conditions of this con-
tract and is not a substitute for a properly executed contractual
document.

(2)(i) If a Contractor has legally changed its business
name, “doing business as” name, or division name (whichever
is shown on the contract), or has transferred the assets used in
performing the contract, but has not completed the necessary
requirements regarding novation and change-of-name agree-
ments in FAR Subpart 42.12, the Contractor shall provide the
responsible Contracting Officer a minimum of one business
day’s written notification of its intention to (A) change the
name in the CCR database; (B) comply with the requirements
of Subpart 42.12; and (C) agree in writing to the timeline and
procedures specified by the responsible Contracting Officer.
The Contractor must provide with the notification sufficient
documentation to support the legally changed name.

(ii) If the Contractor fails to comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (t)(2)(i) of this clause, or fails to perform
the agreement at paragraph (t)(2)(i)(C) of this clause, and, in
the absence of a properly executed novation or change-of-
name agreement, the CCR information that shows the Con-
tractor to be other than the Contractor indicated in the contract
will be considered to be incorrect information within the
meaning of the “Suspension of Payment” paragraph of the
electronic funds transfer (EFT) clause of this contract.

(3) The Contractor shall not change the name or address
for EFT payments or manual payments, as appropriate, in the
CCR record to reflect an assignee for the purpose of assign-
ment of claims (see Subpart 32.8, Assignment of Claims).
Assignees shall be separately registered in the CCR database.
Information provided to the Contractor’s CCR record that
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indicates payments, including those made by EFT, to an ulti-
mate recipient other than that Contractor will be considered to
be incorrect information within the meaning of the “Suspen-
sion of payment” paragraph of the EFT clause of this contract.

(4) Offerors and Contractors may obtain information on
registration and annual confirmation requirements via the
internet at http://www.ccr.gov or by calling 1-888-227-2423 or
269-961-5757.

(End of clause)

52.212-5 Contract Terms and Conditions Required to 
Implement Statutes or Executive Orders—
Commercial Items.
As prescribed in 12.301(b)(4), insert the following clause:

CONTRACT TERMS AND CONDITIONS REQUIRED TO 
IMPLEMENT STATUTES OR EXECUTIVE ORDERS—

COMMERCIAL ITEMS (SEPT 2005)

(a) The Contractor shall comply with the following Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) clauses, which are incorpo-
rated in this contract by reference, to implement provisions of
law or Executive orders applicable to acquisitions of commer-
cial items:

(1) 52.233-3, Protest After Award (AUG 1996)
(31 U.S.C. 3553).

(2) 52.233-4, Applicable Law for Breach of Contract
Claim (OCT 2004) (Pub. L. 108-77, 108-78)

(b) The Contractor shall comply with the FAR clauses in
this paragraph (b) that the Contracting Officer has indicated as
being incorporated in this contract by reference to implement
provisions of law or Executive orders applicable to acquisi-
tions of commercial items:

[Contracting Officer check as appropriate.]

__ (1) 52.203-6, Restrictions on Subcontractor Sales to
the Government (JUL 1995), with Alternate I (OCT 1995)
(41 U.S.C. 253g and 10 U.S.C. 2402).

__ (2) 52.219-3, Notice of Total HUBZone Set-Aside
(JAN 1999) (15 U.S.C. 657a).

__ (3) 52.219-4, Notice of Price Evaluation Preference
for HUBZone Small Business Concerns (JULY 2005) (if the
offeror elects to waive the preference, it shall so indicate in its
offer) (15 U.S.C. 657a).

__ (4)(i) 52.219-5, Very Small Business Set-Aside
(JUNE 2003) (Pub. L. 103-403, section 304, Small Business
Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 1994).

__ (ii) Alternate I (MAR 1999) of 52.219-5.
__ (iii) Alternate II (JUNE 2003) of 52.219-5.

__ (5)(i) 52.219-6, Notice of Total Small Business Set-
Aside (JUNE 2003) (15 U.S.C. 644).

__ (ii) Alternate I (OCT 1995) of 52.219-6.
__ (iii) Alternate II (MAR 2004) of 52.219-6.

__ (6)(i) 52.219-7, Notice of Partial Small Business
Set-Aside (JUNE 2003) (15 U.S.C. 644).

__ (ii) Alternate I (OCT 1995) of 52.219-7.
__ (iii) Alternate II (MAR 2004) of 52.219-7.

__ (7) 52.219-8, Utilization of Small Business
Concerns (MAY 2004) (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(2) and (3)).

__ (8)(i) 52.219-9, Small Business Subcontracting
Plan (JULY 2005) (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(4).

__ (ii) Alternate I (OCT 2001) of 52.219-9.
__ (iii) Alternate II (OCT 2001) of 52.219-9.

__ (9) 52.219-14, Limitations on Subcontracting
(DEC 1996) (15 U.S.C. 637(a)(14)).

__ (10)(i) 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation
Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns
(SEPT 2005) (10 U.S.C. 2323) (if the offeror elects to waive
the adjustment, it shall so indicate in its offer).

__ (ii) Alternate I (JUNE 2003) of 52.219-23.
__ (11) 52.219-25, Small Disadvantaged Business

Participation Program—Disadvantaged Status and Reporting
(OCT 1999) (Pub. L. 103-355, section 7102, and
10 U.S.C. 2323).

__ (12) 52.219-26, Small Disadvantaged Business
Participation Program—Incentive Subcontracting
(OCT 2000) (Pub. L. 103-355, section 7102, and
10 U.S.C. 2323).

__ (13) 52.219-27, Notice of Total Service-Disabled
Veteran-Owned Small Business Set-Aside (May 2004).

__ (14) 52.222-3, Convict Labor (JUNE 2003)
(E.O. 11755).

__ (15) 52.222-19, Child Labor—Cooperation with
Authorities and Remedies (JUNE 2004) (E.O. 13126).

__ (16) 52.222-21, Prohibition of Segregated Facilities
(FEB 1999).

__ (17) 52.222-26, Equal Opportunity (APR 2002)
(E.O. 11246).

__ (18) 52.222-35, Equal Opportunity for Special
Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the Vietnam Era, and Other
Eligible Veterans (DEC 2001) (38 U.S.C. 4212).

__ (19) 52.222-36, Affirmative Action for Workers with
Disabilities (JUN 1998) (29 U.S.C. 793).

__ (20) 52.222-37, Employment Reports on Special
Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the Vietnam Era, and Other
Eligible Veterans (DEC 2001) (38 U.S.C. 4212).

__ (21) 52.222-39, Notification of Employee Rights
Concerning Payment of Union Dues or Fees (DEC 2004)
(E.O. 13201).

__ (22)(i) 52.223-9, Estimate of Percentage of Recov-
ered Material Content for EPA-Designated Products
(AUG 2000) (42 U.S.C. 6962(c)(3)(A)(ii)).

__ (ii) Alternate I (AUG 2000) of 52.223-9
(42 U.S.C. 6962(i)(2)(C)).

__ (23) 52.225-1, Buy American Act—Supplies
(JUNE 2003) (41 U.S.C. 10a-10d).
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__ (24)(i)52.225-3, Buy American Act—Free Trade
Agreements—Israeli Trade Act (JAN 2005)
(41 U.S.C. 10a-10d, 19 U.S.C. 3301 note, 19 U.S.C. 2112
note, Pub. L. 108-77, 108-78, 108-286).

__ (ii) Alternate I (JAN 2004) of 52.225-3.
__ (iii) Alternate II (JAN 2004) of 52.225-3.

__ (25) 52.225-5, Trade Agreements (JAN 2005)
(19 U.S.C. 2501, et seq., 19 U.S.C. 3301 note).

__ (26) 52.225-13, Restrictions on Certain Foreign
Purchases (MAR 2005) (E.o.s, proclamations, and statutes
administered by the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the
Department of the Treasury).

__ (27) 52.225-15, Sanctioned European Union
Country End Products (FEB 2000) (E.O. 12849).

__ (28) 52.225-16, Sanctioned European Union
Country Services (FEB 2000) (E.O. 12849).

__ (29) 52.232-29, Terms for Financing of Purchases of
Commercial Items (FEB 2002) (41 U.S.C. 255(f),
10 U.S.C. 2307(f)).

__ (30) 52.232-30, Installment Payments for
Commercial Items (OCT 1995) (41 U.S.C. 255(f),
10 U.S.C. 2307(f)).

__ (31) 52.232-33, Payment by Electronic Funds
Transfer—Central Contractor Registration (OCT 2003)
(31 U.S.C. 3332).

__ (32) 52.232-34, Payment by Electronic Funds
Transfer—Other than Central Contractor Registration
(MAY 1999) (31 U.S.C. 3332).

__ (33) 52.232-36, Payment by Third Party
(MAY 1999) (31 U.S.C. 3332).

__ (34) 52.239-1, Privacy or Security Safeguards
(AUG 1996) (5 U.S.C. 552a).

__ (35)(i) 52.247-64, Preference for Privately Owned
U.S.-Flag Commercial Vessels (APR 2003)
(46 U.S.C. App. 1241 and 10 U.S.C. 2631).

__ (ii) Alternate I (Apr 2003) of 52.247-64.
(c) The Contractor shall comply with the FAR clauses in

this paragraph (c), applicable to commercial services, that the
Contracting Officer has indicated as being incorporated in this
contract by reference to implement provisions of law or Exec-
utive orders applicable to acquisitions of commercial items:
[Contracting Officer check as appropriate.]

__ (1) 52.222-41, Service Contract Act of 1965, as
Amended (July 2005) (41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).

__ (2) 52.222-42, Statement of Equivalent Rates for
Federal Hires (MAY 1989) (29 U.S.C. 206 and
41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).

__ (3) 52.222-43, Fair Labor Standards Act and Service
Contract Act—Price Adjustment (Multiple Year and Option
Contracts) (MAY 1989) (29 U.S.C. 206 and 41 U.S.C. 351,
et seq.).

__ (4) 52.222-44, Fair Labor Standards Act and Service
Contract Act—Price Adjustment (FEB 2002) (29 U.S.C. 206
and 41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).

__ (5) 52.222-47, SCA Minimum Wages and Fringe
Benefits Applicable to Successor Contract Pursuant to
Predecessor Contractor Collective Bargaining Agreements
(CBA) (MAY 1989) (41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).

(d) Comptroller General Examination of Record. The Con-
tractor shall comply with the provisions of this paragraph (d)
if this contract was awarded using other than sealed bid, is in
excess of the simplified acquisition threshold, and does not
contain the clause at 52.215-2, Audit and Records—
Negotiation.

(1) The Comptroller General of the United States, or an
authorized representative of the Comptroller General, shall
have access to and right to examine any of the Contractor’s
directly pertinent records involving transactions related to this
contract.

(2) The Contractor shall make available at its offices at
all reasonable times the records, materials, and other evidence
for examination, audit, or reproduction, until 3 years after
final payment under this contract or for any shorter period
specified in FAR Subpart 4.7, Contractor Records Retention,
of the other clauses of this contract. If this contract is com-
pletely or partially terminated, the records relating to the work
terminated shall be made available for 3 years after any result-
ing final termination settlement. Records relating to appeals
under the disputes clause or to litigation or the settlement of
claims arising under or relating to this contract shall be made
available until such appeals, litigation, or claims are finally
resolved.

(3) As used in this clause, records include books, docu-
ments, accounting procedures and practices, and other data,
regardless of type and regardless of form. This does not
require the Contractor to create or maintain any record that the
Contractor does not maintain in the ordinary course of busi-
ness or pursuant to a provision of law.

(e)(1) Notwithstanding the requirements of the clauses in
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this clause, the Contractor
is not required to flow down any FAR clause, other than those
in paragraphs (i) through (vii) of this paragraph in a subcon-
tract for commercial items. Unless otherwise indicated below,
the extent of the flow down shall be as required by the
clause—

(i) 52.219-8, Utilization of Small Business Concerns
(MAY 2004) (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(2) and (3)), in all subcontracts
that offer further subcontracting opportunities. If the subcon-
tract (except subcontracts to small business concerns) exceeds
$500,000 ($1,000,000 for construction of any public facility),
the subcontractor must include 52.219-8 in lower tier subcon-
tracts that offer subcontracting opportunities.

(ii) 52.222-26, Equal Opportunity (APR 2002)
(E.O. 11246).

(iii) 52.222-35, Equal Opportunity for Special Dis-
abled Veterans, Veterans of the Vietnam Era, and Other Eligi-
ble Veterans (DEC 2001) (38 U.S.C. 4212).
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Alternate I (Oct 1998). As prescribed in 19.308(b), add the
following paragraph (b)(3) to the basic provision:

(3) Address. The offeror represents that its address ❏  is,
❏  is not in a region for which a small disadvantaged business
procurement mechanism is authorized and its address has not
changed since its certification as a small disadvantaged business
concern or submission of its application for certification. The
list of authorized small disadvantaged business procurement
mechanisms and regions is posted at http://www.arnet.gov/
References/sdbadjustments.htm. The offeror shall use the list in
effect on the date of this solicitation. “Address,” as used in this
provision, means the address of the offeror as listed on the Small
Business Administration’s register of small disadvantaged busi-
ness concerns or the address on the completed application that
the concern has submitted to the Small Business Administration
or a Private Certifier in accordance with 13 CFR Part 124,
subpart B. For joint ventures, “address” refers to the address of
the small disadvantaged business concern that is participating in
the joint venture.

52.219-23 Notice of Price Evaluation Adjustment for 
Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns.
As prescribed in 19.1104, insert the following clause:

NOTICE OF PRICE EVALUATION ADJUSTMENT FOR SMALL 
DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS CONCERNS (SEPT 2005)

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—
“Small disadvantaged business concern” means an offeror

that represents, as part of its offer, that it is a small business
under the size standard applicable to this acquisition; and
either—

(1) It has received certification by the Small Business
Administration as a small disadvantaged business concern
consistent with 13 CFR Part 124, subpart B; and

(i) No material change in disadvantaged ownership
and control has occurred since its certification;

(ii) Where the concern is owned by one or more dis-
advantaged individuals, the net worth of each individual upon
whom the certification is based does not exceed $750,000
after taking into account the applicable exclusions set forth at
13 CFR 124.104(c)(2); and

(iii) It is identified, on the date of its representation,
as a certified small disadvantaged business concern in the
database maintained by the Small Business Administration
(PRO-Net).

(2) It has submitted a completed application to the Small
Business Administration or a Private Certifier to be certified
as a small disadvantaged business concern in accordance with
13 CFR Part 124, subpart B, and a decision on that applica-
tion is pending, and that no material change in disadvantaged
ownership and control has occurred since its application was
submitted. In this case, in order to receive the benefit of a price
evaluation adjustment, an offeror must receive certification as

a small disadvantaged business concern by the Small Business
Administration prior to contract award; or

(3) Is a joint venture as defined in 13 CFR 124.1002(f).
“Historically black college or university” means an insti-

tution determined by the Secretary of Education to meet the
requirements of 34 CFR 608.2. For the Department of
Defense (DoD), the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA), and the Coast Guard, the term also includes
any nonprofit research institution that was an integral part of
such a college or university before November 14, 1986.

“Minority institution” means an institution of higher edu-
cation meeting the requirements of Section 1046(3) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067k, including a
Hispanic-serving institution of higher education, as defined in
Section 316(b)(1) of the Act (20 U.S.C. 1101a)).

(b) Evaluation adjustment. (1) The Contracting Officer
will evaluate offers by adding a factor of ____ [Contracting
Officer insert the percentage] percent to the price of all offers,
except—

(i) Offers from small disadvantaged business con-
cerns that have not waived the adjustment; and

(ii) An otherwise successful offer from a historically
black college or university or minority institution.

(2) The Contracting Officer will apply the factor to a
line item or a group of line items on which award may be
made. The Contracting Officer will apply other evaluation
factors described in the solicitation before application of the
factor. The factor may not be applied if using the adjustment
would cause the contract award to be made at a price that
exceeds the fair market price by more than the factor in
paragraph (b)(1) of this clause.

(c) Waiver of evaluation adjustment. A small disadvan-
taged business concern may elect to waive the adjustment, in
which case the factor will be added to its offer for evaluation
purposes. The agreements in paragraph (d) of this clause do
not apply to offers that waive the adjustment.

______ Offeror elects to waive the adjustment.
(d) Agreements. (1) A small disadvantaged business con-

cern, that did not waive the adjustment, agrees that in perfor-
mance of the contract, in the case of a contract for—

(i) Services, except construction, at least 50 percent
of the cost of personnel for contract performance will be spent
for employees of the concern;

(ii) Supplies (other than procurement from a non-
manufacturer of such supplies), at least 50 percent of the cost
of manufacturing, excluding the cost of materials, will be per-
formed by the concern;

(iii) General construction, at least 15 percent of the
cost of the contract, excluding the cost of materials, will be
performed by employees of the concern; or

(iv) Construction by special trade contractors, at
least 25 percent of the cost of the contract, excluding the cost
of materials, will be performed by employees of the concern.
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(2) A small disadvantaged business concern submitting
an offer in its own name shall furnish in performing this con-
tract only end items manufactured or produced by small dis-
advantaged business concerns in the United States or its
outlying areas. This paragraph does not apply to construction
or service contracts.

(End of clause)

Alternate I (June 2003). As prescribed in 19.1104, substi-
tute the following paragraph (d)(2) for paragraph (d)(2) of the
basic clause:

(2) A small disadvantaged business concern submitting an
offer in its own name shall furnish in performing this contract
only end items manufactured or produced by small business
concerns in the United States or its outlying areas. This para-
graph does not apply to construction or service contracts.

Alternate II (Oct 1998) As prescribed in 19.1104, substi-
tute the following paragraph (b)(1)(i) for paragraph (b)(1)(i)
of the basic clause:

(i) Offers from small disadvantaged business concerns,
that have not waived the adjustment, whose address is in a
region for which an evaluation adjustment is authorized;

52.219-24 Small Disadvantaged Business Participation 
Program—Targets.
As prescribed in 19.1204(a), insert a provision substan-

tially the same as the following:

SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS PARTICIPATION 
PROGRAM—TARGETS (OCT 2000)

(a) This solicitation contains a source selection factor or
subfactor related to the participation of small disadvantaged
business (SDB) concerns in the contract. Credit under that
evaluation factor or subfactor is not available to an SDB con-
cern that qualifies for a price evaluation adjustment under the
clause at FAR 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation Adjust-
ment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns, unless the
SDB concern specifically waives the price evaluation
adjustment.

(b) In order to receive credit under the source selection fac-
tor or subfactor, the offeror must provide, with its offer, tar-
gets, expressed as dollars and percentages of total contract
value, for SDB participation in any of the North American
Industry Classification System (NAICS) Industry Subsectors
as determined by the Department of Commerce. The targets

may provide for participation by a prime contractor, joint ven-
ture partner, teaming arrangement member, or subcontractor;
however, the targets for subcontractors must be listed
separately.

(End of provision)

52.219-25 Small Disadvantaged Business Participation 
Program—Disadvantaged Status and Reporting.
As prescribed in 19.1204(b), insert the following clause:

SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS PARTICIPATION 
PROGRAM—DISADVANTAGED STATUS AND REPORTING 

(OCT 1999)

(a) Disadvantaged status for joint venture partners, team
members, and subcontractors. This clause addresses disad-
vantaged status for joint venture partners, teaming arrange-
ment members, and subcontractors and is applicable if this
contract contains small disadvantaged business (SDB) partic-
ipation targets. The Contractor shall obtain representations of
small disadvantaged status from joint venture partners, team-
ing arrangement members, and subcontractors through use of
a provision substantially the same as paragraph (b)(1)(i) of the
provision at FAR 52.219-22, Small Disadvantaged Business
Status. The Contractor shall confirm that a joint venture part-
ner, team member, or subcontractor representing itself as a
small disadvantaged business concern, is identified as a certi-
fied small disadvantaged business in the database maintained
by the Small Business Administration (PRO-Net) or by con-
tacting the SBA’s Office of Small Disadvantaged Business
Certification and Eligibility.

(b) Reporting requirement. If this contract contains SDB
participation targets, the Contractor shall report on the partic-
ipation of SDB concerns at contract completion, or as other-
wise provided in this contract. Reporting may be on Optional
Form 312, Small Disadvantaged Business Participation
Report, or in the Contractor’s own format providing the same
information. This report is required for each contract contain-
ing SDB participation targets. If this contract contains an indi-
vidual Small, Small Disadvantaged and Women-Owned
Small Business Subcontracting Plan, reports may be submit-
ted with the final Subcontracting Report for Individual Con-
tracts (Standard Form 294) at the completion of the contract.

(End of clause)
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(f) When a tripartite escrow agreement is used, the Con-
tractor shall utilize only suppliers of labor and material that
signed the escrow agreement.

(End of clause)

52.228-14 Irrevocable Letter of Credit.
As prescribed in 28.204-4, insert the following clause:

IRREVOCABLE LETTER OF CREDIT (DEC 1999)

(a) “Irrevocable letter of credit” (ILC), as used in this
clause, means a written commitment by a federally insured
financial institution to pay all or part of a stated amount of
money, until the expiration date of the letter, upon presenta-
tion by the Government (the beneficiary) of a written demand
therefor. Neither the financial institution nor the offeror/Con-
tractor can revoke or condition the letter of credit.

(b) If the offeror intends to use an ILC in lieu of a bid bond,
or to secure other types of bonds such as performance and pay-
ment bonds, the letter of credit and letter of confirmation for-
mats in paragraphs (e) and (f) of this clause shall be used.

(c) The letter of credit shall be irrevocable, shall require
presentation of no document other than a written demand and
the ILC (including confirming letter, if any), shall be issued/
confirmed by an acceptable federally insured financial insti-
tution as provided in paragraph (d) of this clause, and—

(1) If used as a bid guarantee, the ILC shall expire no
earlier than 60 days after the close of the bid acceptance
period;

(2) If used as an alternative to corporate or individual
sureties as security for a performance or payment bond, the
offeror/Contractor may submit an ILC with an initial expira-
tion date estimated to cover the entire period for which finan-
cial security is required or may submit an ILC with an initial
expiration date that is a minimum period of one year from the
date of issuance. The ILC shall provide that, unless the issuer
provides the beneficiary written notice of non-renewal at least
60 days in advance of the current expiration date, the ILC is
automatically extended without amendment for one year from
the expiration date, or any future expiration date, until the
period of required coverage is completed and the Contracting
Officer provides the financial institution with a written state-
ment waiving the right to payment. The period of required
coverage shall be:

(i) For contracts subject to the Miller Act, the later
of—

(A) One year following the expected date of final
payment;

(B) For performance bonds only, until completion
of any warranty period; or

(C) For payment bonds only, until resolution of all
claims filed against the payment bond during the one-year
period following final payment.

(ii) For contracts not subject to the Miller Act, the
later of—

(A) 90 days following final payment; or
(B) For performance bonds only, until completion

of any warranty period.
(d) Only federally insured financial institutions rated

investment grade or higher shall issue or confirm the ILC. The
offeror/Contractor shall provide the Contracting Officer a
credit rating that indicates the financial institution has the
required rating(s) as of the date of issuance of the ILC. Unless
the financial institution issuing the ILC had letter of credit
business of at least $25 million in the past year, ILCs over
$5 million must be confirmed by another acceptable financial
institution that had letter of credit business of at least
$25 million in the past year.

(e) The following format shall be used by the issuing finan-
cial institution to create an ILC:

1. We hereby establish this irrevocable and transferable
Letter of Credit in your favor for one or more drawings up to
United States $______. This Letter of Credit is payable at [issu-
ing financial institution’s and, if any, confirming financial insti-
tution’s] office at [issuing financial institution’s address and, if
any, confirming financial institution’s address] and expires with
our close of business on ___________, or any automatically
extended expiration date.

2. We hereby undertake to honor your or the transferee’s
sight draft(s) drawn on the issuing or, if any, the confirming
financial institution, for all or any part of this credit if presented
with this Letter of Credit and confirmation, if any, at the office
specified in paragraph 1 of this Letter of Credit on or before the
expiration date or any automatically extended expiration date.

3. [This paragraph is omitted if used as a bid guarantee,
and subsequent paragraphs are renumbered.] It is a condition
of this Letter of Credit that it is deemed to be automatically
extended without amendment for one year from the expiration
date hereof, or any future expiration date, unless at least 60 days
prior to any expiration date, we notify you or the transferee by
registered mail, or other receipted means of delivery, that we
elect not to consider this Letter of Credit renewed for any such
additional period. At the time we notify you, we also agree to
notify the account party (and confirming financial institution, if
any) by the same means of delivery.

4. This Letter of Credit is transferable. Transfers and
assignments of proceeds are to be effected without charge to

_________________________________________________
[Issuing Financial Institution’s Letterhead 

or Name and Address]
Issue Date __________

Irrevocable Letter of Credit No. _______________________
Account party’s name _______________________________
Account party’s address ______________________________
For Solicitation No. _________________ (for reference only)

To: [U.S. Government agency]
[U.S. Government agency’s address]
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either the beneficiary or the transferee/assignee of proceeds.
Such transfer or assignment shall be only at the written direction
of the Government (the beneficiary) in a form satisfactory to the
issuing financial institution and the confirming financial insti-
tution, if any.

5. This Letter of Credit is subject to the Uniform Customs
and Practice (UCP) for Documentary Credits, 1993 Revision,
International Chamber of Commerce Publication No. 500, and
to the extent not inconsistent therewith, to the laws of
_____________________ [state of confirming financial insti-
tution, if any, otherwise state of issuing financial institution].

6. If this credit expires during an interruption of business
of this financial institution as described in Article 17 of the UCP,
the financial institution specifically agrees to effect payment if
this credit is drawn against within 30 days after the resumption
of our business.

Sincerely,

_______________________________
[Issuing financial institution]

(f) The following format shall be used by the financial
institution to confirm an ILC:

Gentlemen:

1. We hereby confirm the above indicated Letter of Credit,
the original of which is attached, issued by __________ [name
of issuing financial institution] for drawings of up to United
States dollars ___________/U.S. $_______ and expiring with
our close of business on _____________ [the expiration date],
or any automatically extended expiration date.

2. Draft(s) drawn under the Letter of Credit and this Con-
firmation are payable at our office located at
___________________.

3. We hereby undertake to honor sight draft(s) drawn under
and presented with the Letter of Credit and this Confirmation at
our offices as specified herein.

4. [This paragraph is omitted if used as a bid guarantee,
and subsequent paragraphs are renumbered.] It is a condition
of this confirmation that it be deemed automatically extended
without amendment for one year from the expiration date
hereof, or any automatically extended expiration date, unless:

(a) At least 60 days prior to any such expiration date, we
shall notify the Contracting Officer, or the transferee and the
issuing financial institution, by registered mail or other
receipted means of delivery, that we elect not to consider this
confirmation extended for any such additional period; or

(b) The issuing financial institution shall have exercised
its right to notify you or the transferee, the account party, and
ourselves, of its election not to extend the expiration date of the
Letter of Credit.

5. This confirmation is subject to the Uniform Customs
and Practice (UCP) for Documentary Credits, 1993 Revision,
International Chamber of Commerce Publication No. 500, and
to the extent not inconsistent therewith, to the laws of ________
[state of confirming financial institution].

6. If this confirmation expires during an interruption of
business of this financial institution as described in Article 17
of the UCP, we specifically agree to effect payment if this credit
is drawn against within 30 days after the resumption of our
business.

Sincerely,

_______________________________
[Confirming financial institution]

(g) The following format shall be used by the Contracting
Officer for a sight draft to draw on the Letter of Credit:

SIGHT DRAFT

_______________________________
[City, State]

(Date) _____________________________
[Name and address of financial institution]

Pay to the order of ______________ [Beneficiary Agency]
___________ the sum of United States $____________. This
draft is drawn under Irrevocable Letter of Credit No.
_______________________.

_______________________________
[Beneficiary Agency]

_______________________________
[By]

(End of clause)

52.228-15 Performance and Payment Bonds—
Construction.
As prescribed in 28.102-3(a), insert a clause substantially

as follows:

PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS—CONSTRUCTION 
(SEPT 2005)

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—
“Original contract price” means the award price of the con-

tract; or, for requirements contracts, the price payable for the
estimated total quantity; or, for indefinite-quantity contracts,
the price payable for the specified minimum quantity. Origi-
nal contract price does not include the price of any options,
except those options exercised at the time of contract award.

(b) Amount of required bonds. Unless the resulting contract
price is $100,000 or less, the successful offeror shall furnish

_________________________________________________
[Confirming Financial Institution’s Letterhead 

or Name and Address]
(Date) __________________

Our Letter of Credit Advice Number ____________________
Beneficiary: _________________ [U.S. Government agency]
Issuing Financial Institution: __________________________
Issuing Financial Institution’s LC No.: __________________
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performance and payment bonds to the Contracting Officer as
follows:

(1) Performance bonds (Standard Form 25). The penal
amount of performance bonds at the time of contract award
shall be 100 percent of the original contract price.

(2) Payment Bonds (Standard Form 25-A). The penal
amount of payment bonds at the time of contract award shall
be 100 percent of the original contract price.

(3) Additional bond protection. (i) The Government
may require additional performance and payment bond pro-
tection if the contract price is increased. The increase in pro-
tection generally will equal 100 percent of the increase in
contract price.

(ii) The Government may secure the additional pro-
tection by directing the Contractor to increase the penal
amount of the existing bond or to obtain an additional bond.

(c) Furnishing executed bonds. The Contractor shall fur-
nish all executed bonds, including any necessary reinsurance
agreements, to the Contracting Officer, within the time period
specified in the Bid Guarantee provision of the solicitation, or
otherwise specified by the Contracting Officer, but in any
event, before starting work.

(d) Surety or other security for bonds. The bonds shall be
in the form of firm commitment, supported by corporate sure-
ties whose names appear on the list contained in Treasury
Department Circular 570, individual sureties, or by other
acceptable security such as postal money order, certified
check, cashier’s check, irrevocable letter of credit, or, in
accordance with Treasury Department regulations, certain
bonds or notes of the United States. Treasury Circular 570 is
published in the Federal Register or may be obtained from
the:

U.S. Department of Treasury
Financial Management Service
Surety Bond Branch
401 14th Street, NW, 2nd Floor, West Wing
Washington, DC 20227.

(e) Notice of subcontractor waiver of protection
(40 U.S.C. 3133(c)). Any waiver of the right to sue on the pay-
ment bond is void unless it is in writing, signed by the person
whose right is waived, and executed after such person has first
furnished labor or material for use in the performance of the
contract.

(End of clause)

52.228-16 Performance and Payment Bonds—Other 
Than Construction.
As prescribed in 28.103-4, insert a clause substantially as

follows:

PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS—OTHER THAN 
CONSTRUCTION (JULY 2000)

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—
“Original contract price” means the award price of the con-

tract or, for requirements contracts, the price payable for the
estimated quantity; or, for indefinite-quantity contracts, the
price payable for the specified minimum quantity. Original
contract price does not include the price of any options, except
those options exercised at the time of contract award.

(b) The Contractor shall furnish a performance bond (Stan-
dard Form 1418) for the protection of the Government in an
amount equal to _______ percent of the original contract price
and a payment bond (Standard Form 1416) in an amount equal
to ______ percent of the original contract price.

(c) The Contractor shall furnish all executed bonds, includ-
ing any necessary reinsurance agreements, to the Contracting
Officer, within ________ days, but in any event, before start-
ing work.

(d) The Government may require additional performance
and payment bond protection if the contract price is increased.
The Government may secure the additional protection by
directing the Contractor to increase the penal amount of the
existing bonds or to obtain additional bonds.

(e) The bonds shall be in the form of firm commitment,
supported by corporate sureties whose names appear on the
list contained in Treasury Department Circular 570, individ-
ual sureties, or by other acceptable security such as postal
money order, certified check, cashier’s check, irrevocable let-
ter of credit, or, in accordance with Treasury Department reg-
ulations, certain bonds or notes of the United States. Treasury
Circular 570 is published in the Federal Register, or may be
obtained from the:

U.S. Department of Treasury
Financial Management Service
Surety Bond Branch
401 14th Street, NW, 2nd Floor, West Wing
Washington, DC 20227

(End of clause)

Alternate I (July 2000). As prescribed in 28.103-4, substi-
tute the following paragraphs (b) and (d) for paragraphs (b)
and (d) of the basic clause:

(b) The Contractor shall furnish a performance bond (Stan-
dard Form 1418) for the protection of the Government in an
amount equal to ______ percent of the original contract price.

(d) The Government may require additional performance
bond protection if the contract price is increased. The Govern-
ment may secure the additional protection by directing the Con-
tractor to increase the penal amount of the existing bond or to
obtain an additional bond.

52.229-1 State and Local Taxes.
As prescribed in 29.401-1, insert the following clause:

STATE AND LOCAL TAXES (APR 1984)
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Notwithstanding the terms of the Federal, State, and Local
Taxes clause, the contract price excludes all State and local
taxes levied on or measured by the contract or sales price of
the services or completed supplies furnished under this con-
tract. The Contractor shall state separately on its invoices
taxes excluded from the contract price, and the Government
agrees either to pay the amount of the taxes to the Contractor
or provide evidence necessary to sustain an exemption.

(End of clause)

52.229-2 North Carolina State and Local Sales and Use 
Tax.
As prescribed in 29.401-2, insert the following clause in

solicitations and contracts for construction to be performed in
North Carolina:

NORTH CAROLINA STATE AND LOCAL SALES AND USE 
TAX (APR 1984)

(a) “Materials,” as used in this clause, means building
materials, supplies, fixtures, and equipment that become a
part of or are annexed to any building or structure erected,
altered, or repaired under this contract.

(b) If this is a fixed-price contract, the contract price
includes North Carolina State and local sales and use taxes to
be paid on materials, notwithstanding any other provision of
this contract. If this is a cost-reimbursement contract, any
North Carolina State and local sales and use taxes paid by the
Contractor on materials shall constitute an allowable cost
under this contract.

(c) At the time specified in paragraph (d) of this section,
the Contractor shall furnish the Contracting Officer certified
statements setting forth the cost of the materials purchased
from each vendor and the amount of North Carolina State and
local sales and use taxes paid. In the event the Contractor
makes several purchases from the same vendor, the certified
statement shall indicate the invoice numbers, the inclusive
dates of the invoices, the total amount of the invoices, and the
North Carolina State and local sales and use taxes paid. The
statement shall also include the cost of any tangible personal
property withdrawn from the Contractor’s warehouse stock
and the amount of North Carolina State and local sales or use
tax paid on this property by the Contractor. Any local sales or
use taxes included in the Contractor’s statements must be
shown separately from the State sales or use taxes. The Con-
tractor shall furnish any additional information the Commis-
sioner of Revenue of the State of North Carolina may require
to substantiate a refund claim for sales or use taxes. The Con-
tractor shall also obtain and furnish to the Contracting Officer
similar certified statements by its subcontractors.

(d) If this contract is completed before the next October 1,
the certified statements to be furnished pursuant to
paragraph (c) of this clause shall be submitted within 60 days
after completion. If this contract is not completed before the

next October 1, the certified statements shall be submitted on
or before November 30 of each year and shall cover taxes paid
during the 12-month period that ended the preceding
September 30.

(e) The certified statements to be furnished pursuant to
paragraph (c) of this clause shall be in the following form:

I hereby certify that during the period ______ to _____
[insert dates], ____ [insert name of Contractor or subcontrac-
tor] paid North Carolina State and local sales and use taxes
aggregating $______ (State) and $______ (local), with respect
to building materials, supplies, fixtures, and equipment that
have become a part of or annexed to a building or structure
erected, altered, or repaired by _________ [insert name of Con-
tractor or subcontractor] for the United States of America, and
that the vendors from whom the property was purchased, the
dates and numbers of the invoices covering the purchases, the
total amount of the invoices of each vendor, the North Carolina
State and local sales and use taxes paid on the property (shown
separately), and the cost of property withdrawn from warehouse
stock and North Carolina State and local sales or use taxes paid
on this property are as set forth in the attachments.

(End of clause)

Alternate I (Apr 1984). If the requirement is for vessel
repair to be performed in North Carolina, substitute the fol-
lowing paragraph (a) for paragraph (a) of the basic clause:

(a) “Materials,” as used in this clause, means materials,
supplies, fixtures, and equipment that become a part of or are
annexed to any vessel altered or repaired under this contract.

52.229-3 Federal, State, and Local Taxes.
As prescribed in 29.401-3, insert the following clause:

FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL TAXES (APR 2003)

(a) As used in this clause—
“After-imposed Federal tax” means any new or increased

Federal excise tax or duty, or tax that was exempted or
excluded on the contract date but whose exemption was later
revoked or reduced during the contract period, on the transac-
tions or property covered by this contract that the Contractor
is required to pay or bear as the result of legislative, judicial,
or administrative action taking effect after the contract date.
It does not include social security tax or other employment
taxes.

“After-relieved Federal tax” means any amount of Federal
excise tax or duty, except social security or other employment
taxes, that would otherwise have been payable on the transac-
tions or property covered by this contract, but which the Con-
tractor is not required to pay or bear, or for which the
Contractor obtains a refund or drawback, as the result of leg-
islative, judicial, or administrative action taking effect after
the contract date.

“All applicable Federal, State, and local taxes and duties”
means all taxes and duties, in effect on the contract date, that
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falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the designated
payment office may make payment on the following working
day without incurring a late payment interest penalty.

(i) The designated billing office received a proper
invoice.

(ii) The Government processed a receiving report or
other Government documentation authorizing payment and
there was no disagreement over quantity, quality, Contractor
compliance with any contract term or condition, or requested
progress payment amount.

(iii) In the case of a final invoice for any balance of
funds due the Contractor for work or services performed, the
amount was not subject to further contract settlement actions
between the Government and the Contractor.

(4) Computing penalty amount. The Government will
compute the interest penalty in accordance with the Office of
Management and Budget prompt payment regulations at
5 CFR Part 1315.

(i) For the sole purpose of computing an interest pen-
alty that might be due the Contractor, Government acceptance
or approval is deemed to occur constructively as shown in
paragraphs (a)(4)(i)(A) and (B) of this clause. If actual accep-
tance or approval occurs within the constructive acceptance or
approval period, the Government will base the determination
of an interest penalty on the actual date of acceptance or
approval. Constructive acceptance or constructive approval
requirements do not apply if there is a disagreement over
quantity, quality, Contractor compliance with a contract pro-
vision, or requested progress payment amounts. These
requirements also do not compel Government officials to
accept work or services, approve Contractor estimates, per-
form contract administration functions, or make payment
prior to fulfilling their responsibilities.

(A) For work or services completed by the Con-
tractor, Government acceptance is deemed to occur construc-
tively on the 7th day after the Contractor completes the work
or services in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
contract.

(B) For progress payments, Government approval
is deemed to occur on the 7th day after the designated billing
office receives the Contractor estimates.

(ii) The prompt payment regulations at
5 CFR 1315.10(c) do not require the Government to pay inter-
est penalties if payment delays are due to disagreement
between the Government and the Contractor over the payment
amount or other issues involving contract compliance, or on
amounts temporarily withheld or retained in accordance with
the terms of the contract. The Government and the Contractor
shall resolve claims involving disputes, and any interest that
may be payable in accordance with the clause at
FAR 52.233-1, Disputes.

(5) Discounts for prompt payment. The designated pay-
ment office will pay an interest penalty automatically, without

request from the Contractor, if the Government takes a dis-
count for prompt payment improperly. The Government will
calculate the interest penalty in accordance with 5 CFR
Part 1315.

(6) Additional interest penalty. (i) The designated pay-
ment office will pay a penalty amount, calculated in accor-
dance with the prompt payment regulations at 5 CFR
Part 1315, in addition to the interest penalty amount only if—

(A) The Government owes an interest penalty of
$1 or more;

(B) The designated payment office does not pay
the interest penalty within 10 days after the date the invoice
amount is paid; and

(C) The contractor makes a written demand to the
designated payment office for additional penalty payment, in
accordance with paragraph (a)(6)(ii) of this clause, post-
marked not later than 40 days after the date the invoice
amount is paid.

(ii)(A) The Contractor shall support written demands
for additional penalty payments with the following data. The
Government will not request any additional data. The Con-
tractor shall—

(1) Specifically assert that late payment inter-
est is due under a specific invoice, and request payment of all
overdue late payment interest penalty and such additional
penalty as may be required;

(2) Attach a copy of the invoice on which the
unpaid late payment interest is due; and

(3) State that payment of the principal has been
received, including the date of receipt.

(B) If there is no postmark or the postmark is
illegible—

(1) The designated payment office that
receives the demand will annotate it with the date of receipt,
provided the demand is received on or before the 40th day
after payment was made; or

(2) If the designated payment office fails to
make the required annotation, the Government will determine
the demand’s validity based on the date the Contractor has
placed on the demand, provided such date is no later than the
40th day after payment was made.

(iii) The additional penalty does not apply to pay-
ments regulated by other Government regulations
(e.g., payments under utility contracts subject to tariffs and
regulation).

(b) Contract financing payments. If this contract provides
for contract financing, the Government will make contract
financing payments in accordance with the applicable con-
tract financing clause.

(c) Overpayments. If the Contractor becomes aware of a
duplicate contract financing or invoice payment or that the
Government has otherwise overpaid on a contract financing or
invoice payment, the Contractor shall immediately notify the
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Contracting Officer and request instructions for disposition of
the overpayment.

(End of clause)

52.232-27 Prompt Payment for Construction Contracts.
As prescribed in 32.908(b), insert the following clause:

PROMPT PAYMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS 
(SEPT 2005)

Notwithstanding any other payment terms in this contract,
the Government will make invoice payments under the terms
and conditions specified in this clause. The Government con-
siders payment as being made on the day a check is dated or
the date of an electronic funds transfer. Definitions of perti-
nent terms are set forth in sections 2.101, 32.001, and 32.902
of the Federal Acquisition Regulation. All days referred to in
this clause are calendar days, unless otherwise specified.
(However, see paragraph (a)(3) concerning payments due on
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.)

(a) Invoice payments— (1) Types of invoice payments. For
purposes of this clause, there are several types of invoice pay-
ments that may occur under this contract, as follows:

(i) Progress payments, if provided for elsewhere in
this contract, based on Contracting Officer approval of the
estimated amount and value of work or services performed,
including payments for reaching milestones in any project.

(A) The due date for making such payments is
14 days after the designated billing office receives a proper
payment request. If the designated billing office fails to anno-
tate the payment request with the actual date of receipt at the
time of receipt, the payment due date is the 14th day after the
date of the Contractor’s payment request, provided the desig-
nated billing office receives a proper payment request and
there is no disagreement over quantity, quality, or Contractor
compliance with contract requirements.

(B) The due date for payment of any amounts
retained by the Contracting Officer in accordance with the
clause at 52.232-5, Payments Under Fixed-Price Construction
Contracts, is as specified in the contract or, if not specified,
30 days after approval by the Contracting Officer for release
to the Contractor.

(ii) Final payments based on completion and accep-
tance of all work and presentation of release of all claims
against the Government arising by virtue of the contract, and
payments for partial deliveries that have been accepted by the
Government (e.g., each separate building, public work, or
other division of the contract for which the price is stated sep-
arately in the contract).

(A) The due date for making such payments is the
later of the following two events:

(1) The 30th day after the designated billing
office receives a proper invoice from the Contractor.

(2) The 30th day after Government acceptance
of the work or services completed by the Contractor. For a
final invoice when the payment amount is subject to contract
settlement actions (e.g., release of claims), acceptance is
deemed to occur on the effective date of the contract
settlement.

(B) If the designated billing office fails to anno-
tate the invoice with the date of actual receipt at the time of
receipt, the invoice payment due date is the 30th day after the
date of the Contractor’s invoice, provided the designated bill-
ing office receives a proper invoice and there is no disagree-
ment over quantity, quality, or Contractor compliance with
contract requirements.

(2) Contractor's invoice. The Contractor shall prepare
and submit invoices to the designated billing office specified
in the contract. A proper invoice must include the items listed
in paragraphs (a)(2)(i) through (a)(2)(xi) of this clause. If the
invoice does not comply with these requirements, the desig-
nated billing office must return it within 7 days after receipt,
with the reasons why it is not a proper invoice. When comput-
ing any interest penalty owed the Contractor, the Government
will take into account if the Government notifies the Contrac-
tor of an improper invoice in an untimely manner.

(i) Name and address of the Contractor.
(ii) Invoice date and invoice number. (The Contrac-

tor should date invoices as close as possible to the date of
mailing or transmission.)

(iii) Contract number or other authorization for work
or services performed (including order number and contract
line item number).

(iv) Description of work or services performed.
(v) Delivery and payment terms (e.g., discount for

prompt payment terms).
(vi) Name and address of Contractor official to

whom payment is to be sent (must be the same as that in the
contract or in a proper notice of assignment).

(vii) Name (where practicable), title, phone number,
and mailing address of person to notify in the event of a defec-
tive invoice.

(viii) For payments described in paragraph (a)(1)(i)
of this clause, substantiation of the amounts requested and
certification in accordance with the requirements of the clause
at 52.232-5, Payments Under Fixed-Price Construction
Contracts.

(ix) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN). The
Contractor shall include its TIN on the invoice only if required
elsewhere in this contract.

(x) Electronic funds transfer (EFT) banking
information.

(A) The Contractor shall include EFT banking
information on the invoice only if required elsewhere in this
contract.
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(ii) Payment to the subcontractor of any withheld
amounts of a progress payment, specifying—

(A) The amounts withheld under paragraph (e)(1)
of this clause; and

(B) The dates that such withholding began and
ended; and

(6) Interest to Government. Be obligated to pay to the
Government an amount equal to interest on the withheld pay-
ments (computed in the manner provided in
31 U.S.C. 3903(c)(1)), from the 8th day after receipt of the
withheld amounts from the Government until—

(i) The day the identified subcontractor performance
deficiency is corrected; or

(ii) The date that any subsequent payment is reduced
under paragraph (e)(5)(i) of this clause.

(f) Third-party deficiency reports— (1) Withholding from
subcontractor. If a Contractor, after making payment to a first-
tier subcontractor, receives from a supplier or subcontractor of
the first-tier subcontractor (hereafter referred to as a "second-
tier subcontractor") a written notice in accordance with the
Miller Act (40 U.S.C. 3133), asserting a deficiency in such
first-tier subcontractor’s performance under the contract for
which the Contractor may be ultimately liable, and the Con-
tractor determines that all or a portion of future payments oth-
erwise due such first-tier subcontractor is subject to
withholding in accordance with the subcontract agreement,
the Contractor may, without incurring an obligation to pay an
interest penalty under paragraph (e)(6) of this clause—

(i) Furnish to the first-tier subcontractor a notice con-
forming to the standards of paragraph (g) of this clause as
soon as practicable upon making such determination; and

(ii) Withhold from the first-tier subcontractor’s next
available progress payment or payments an amount not to
exceed the amount specified in the notice of withholding fur-
nished under paragraph (f)(1)(i) of this clause.

(2) Subsequent payment or interest charge. As soon as
practicable, but not later than 7 days after receipt of satisfac-
tory written notification that the identified subcontract perfor-
mance deficiency has been corrected, the Contractor shall—

(i) Pay the amount withheld under
paragraph (f)(1)(ii) of this clause to such first-tier subcontrac-
tor; or

(ii) Incur an obligation to pay a late payment interest
penalty to such first-tier subcontractor computed at the rate of
interest established by the Secretary of the Treasury, and pub-
lished in the Federal Register, for interest payments under
section 12 of the Contracts Disputes Act of 1978
(41 U.S.C. 611) in effect at the time the Contractor accrues the
obligation to pay an interest penalty.

(g) Written notice of subcontractor withholding. The Con-
tractor shall issue a written notice of any withholding to a sub-
contractor (with a copy furnished to the Contracting Officer),
specifying—

(1) The amount to be withheld;
(2) The specific causes for the withholding under the

terms of the subcontract; and
(3) The remedial actions to be taken by the subcontrac-

tor in order to receive payment of the amounts withheld.
(h) Subcontractor payment entitlement. The Contractor

may not request payment from the Government of any amount
withheld or retained in accordance with paragraph (d) of this
clause until such time as the Contractor has determined and
certified to the Contracting Officer that the subcontractor is
entitled to the payment of such amount.

(i) Prime-subcontractor disputes. A dispute between the
Contractor and subcontractor relating to the amount or enti-
tlement of a subcontractor to a payment or a late payment
interest penalty under a clause included in the subcontract pur-
suant to paragraph (c) of this clause does not constitute a dis-
pute to which the Government is a party. The Government
may not be interpleaded in any judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding involving such a dispute.

(j) Preservation of prime-subcontractor rights. Except as
provided in paragraph (i) of this clause, this clause shall not
limit or impair any contractual, administrative, or judicial
remedies otherwise available to the Contractor or a subcon-
tractor in the event of a dispute involving late payment or non-
payment by the Contractor or deficient subcontract
performance or nonperformance by a subcontractor.

(k) Non-recourse for prime contractor interest penalty.
The Contractor’s obligation to pay an interest penalty to a sub-
contractor pursuant to the clauses included in a subcontract
under paragraph (c) of this clause shall not be construed to be
an obligation of the Government for such interest penalty. A
cost-reimbursement claim may not include any amount for
reimbursement of such interest penalty.

(l) Overpayments. If the Contractor becomes aware of a
duplicate contract financing or invoice payment or that the
Government has otherwise overpaid on a contract financing or
invoice payment, the Contractor shall immediately notify the
Contracting Officer and request instructions for disposition of
the overpayment.

(End of clause)

52.232-28 Invitation to Propose Performance-Based 
Payments.
As prescribed in 32.1005(b)(1), insert the following

provision:

INVITATION TO PROPOSE PERFORMANCE-BASED 
PAYMENTS (MAR 2000)

(a) The Government invites the offeror to propose terms
under which the Government will make performance-based
contract financing payments during contract performance.
The Government will consider performance-based payment
financing terms proposed by the offeror in the evaluation of
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the offeror’s proposal. The Contracting Officer will incorpo-
rate the financing terms of the successful offeror and the
FAR clause, Performance-Based Payments, at
FAR 52.232-32, in any resulting contract.

(b) In the event of any conflict between the terms proposed
by the offeror and the terms in the clause at FAR 52.232-32,
Performance-Based Payments, the terms of the clause at
FAR 52.232-32 shall govern.

(c) The Contracting Officer will not accept the offeror’s
proposed performance-based payment financing if the financ-
ing does not conform to the following limitations:

(1) The Government will make delivery payments only
for supplies delivered and accepted, or services rendered and
accepted in accordance with the payment terms of this
contract.

(2) The terms and conditions of the performance-based
payments must—

(i) Comply with FAR 32.1004;
(ii) Be reasonable and consistent with all other tech-

nical and cost information included in the offeror’s proposal;
and

(iii) Their total shall not exceed 90 percent of the
contract price if on a whole contract basis, or 90 percent of the
delivery item price if on a delivery item basis.

(3) The terms and conditions of the performance-based
financing must be in the best interests of the Government.

(d) The offeror’s proposal of performance-based payment
financing shall include the following:

(1) The proposed contractual language describing the
performance-based payments (see FAR 32.1004 for appropri-
ate criteria for establishing performance bases and perfor-
mance-based finance payment amounts).

(2) A listing of—
(i) The projected performance-based payment dates

and the projected payment amounts; and
(ii) The projected delivery date and the projected

payment amount.
(3) Information addressing the Contractor’s investment

in the contract.
(e) Evaluation of the offeror’s proposed prices and financ-

ing terms will include whether the offeror’s proposed perfor-
mance-based payment events and payment amounts are
reasonable and consistent with all other terms and conditions
of the offeror’s proposal.

(End of provision)

Alternate I (Mar 2000). As prescribed in
FAR 32.1005(b)(2), add the following paragraph (f) to the
basic provision:

(f) The Government will adjust each proposed price to
reflect the cost of providing the proposed performance-based

payments to determine the total cost to the Government of that
particular combination of price and performance-based financ-
ing. The Government will make the adjustment using the pro-
cedure described in FAR 32.205(c).

52.232-29 Terms for Financing of Purchases of 
Commercial Items.
As prescribed in 32.206(b)(2), insert the following clause:

TERMS FOR FINANCING OF PURCHASES OF COMMERCIAL 
ITEMS (FEB 2002)

(a) Contractor entitlement to financing payments. The
Contractor may request, and the Government shall pay, a con-
tract financing payment as specified elsewhere in this contract
when: the payment requested is properly due in accordance
with this contract; the supplies deliverable or services due
under the contract will be delivered or performed in accor-
dance with the contract; and there has been no impairment or
diminution of the Government’s security under this contract.

(b) Special terms regarding termination for cause. If this
contract is terminated for cause, the Contractor shall, on
demand, repay to the Government the amount of unliquidated
contract financing payments. The Government shall be liable
for no payment except as provided by the Termination for
Cause paragraph of the clause at 52.212-4, Contract Terms
and Conditions—Commercial Items.

(c) Security for Government financing. In the event the
Contractor fails to provide adequate security, as required in
this contract, no financing payment shall be made under this
contract. Upon receipt of adequate security, financing pay-
ments shall be made, including all previous payments to
which the Contractor is entitled, in accordance with the terms
of the provisions for contract financing. If at any time the Con-
tracting Officer determines that the security provided by the
Contractor is insufficient, the Contractor shall promptly pro-
vide such additional security as the Contracting Officer deter-
mines necessary. In the event the Contractor fails to provide
such additional security, the Contracting Officer may collect
or liquidate such security that has been provided and suspend
further payments to the Contractor; and the Contractor shall
repay to the Government the amount of unliquidated financ-
ing payments as the Contracting Officer at his sole discretion
deems repayable.

(d) Reservation of rights. (1) No payment or other action
by the Government under this clause shall—

(i) Excuse the Contractor from performance of obli-
gations under this contract; or

(ii) Constitute a waiver of any of the rights or reme-
dies of the parties under the contract.

(2) The Government’s rights and remedies under this
clause—
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52.301

52.3-9

52.215-14 Integrity of Unit Prices. 15.408(f)(1) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
Alternate I 15.408(f)(2) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.215-15 Pension Adjustments and 
Asset Reversions.

15.408(g) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.215-16 Facilities Capital Cost of 
Money.

15.408(h) P Yes L A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.215-17 Waiver of Facilities Capital 
Cost of Money.

15.408(i) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.215-18 Reversion or Adjustment of 
Plans for Postretirement Benefits 
(PRB) Other Than Pensions.

15.408(j) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.215-19 Notification of Ownership 
Changes.

15.408(k) C No I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.215-20 Requirements for Cost or 
Pricing Data or Information Other Than 
Cost or Pricing Data.

15.408(l) P No L O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

Alternate I 15.408(l) P No L O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Alternate II 15.408(l) P No L O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Alternate III 15.408(l) P No L O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Alternate IV 15.408(l) P No L O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

52.215-21 Requirements for Cost or 
Pricing Data or Information Other Than 
Cost or Pricing Data—Modifications.

15.408(m) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

Alternate I 15.408(m) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Alternate II 15.408(m) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Alternate III 15.408(m) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Alternate IV 15.408(m) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

52.216-1 Type of Contract. 16.105 P No L A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
52.216-2 Economic Price Adjustment—
Standard Supplies.

16.203-4(a) C No I O O O

52.216-3 Economic Price Adjustment—
Semistandard Supplies.

16.203-4(b) C No I O O O

52.216-4 Economic Price Adjustment—
Labor and Material.

16.203-4(c) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O

52.216-5 Price Redetermination—
Prospective.

16.205-4 C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A

52.216-6 Price Redetermination—
Retroactive.

16.206-4 C Yes I A A A A A A A A

52.216-7 Allowable Cost and Payment. 16.307(a) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A
Alternate I 16.307(a)(2) C Yes I A

52.216-8 Fixed Fee. 16.307(b) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A

PRINCIPLE TYPE AND/OR PURPOSE OF CONTRACT

PROVISION OR CLAUSE PRESCRIBED IN P OR 
C

IBR UCF FP 
SUP

CR 
SUP

FP 
R&D

CR 
R&D

FP 
SVC

CR 
SVC

FP 
CON

CR 
CON

T&M 
LH

LMV COM 
SVC

DDR A&E FAC IND 
DEL

TRN SAP UTL 
SVC

CI
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52.216-9 Fixed Fee—Construction. 16.307(c) C Yes A
52.216-10 Incentive Fee. 16.307(d) C Yes I A A A A A A A A
52.216-11 Cost Contract—No Fee. 16.307(e)(1) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A
Alternate I 16.307(e)(2) C Yes I A

52.216-12 Cost-Sharing Contract—No 
Fee.

16.307(f)(1) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A

Alternate I 16.307(f)(2) C Yes I A
52.216-13 Allowable Cost and Payment 
—Facilities.

16.307(g)(1) C Yes I A

Alternate I 16.307(g)(2) C Yes I O
52.216-14 Allowable Cost and 
Payment—Facilities Use.

16.307(h) C Yes I A

52.216-15 Predetermined Indirect Cost 
Rates.

16.307(i) C Yes I A

52.216-16 Incentive Price Revision—
Firm Target.

16.406(a)✓ C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A

Alternate I 16.406(a)✓ C Yes I A A A A A A
52.216-17 Incentive Price Revision—
Successive Targets.

16.406(b)✓ C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A

Alternate I 16.406(b)✓ C Yes I A A A A A A A
52.216-18 Ordering. 16.506(a) C Yes I A
52.216-19 Order Limitations. 16.506(b) C Yes I A
52.216-20 Definite Quantity. 16.506(c) C Yes I A
52.216-21 Requirements. 16.506(d)(1) C Yes I A
Alternate I 16.506(d)(2) C Yes I A
Alternate II 16.506(d)(3) C Yes I A
Alternate III 16.506(d)(4) C Yes I A
Alternate IV 16.506(d)(5) C Yes I A

52.216-22 Indefinite Quantity. 16.506(e) C Yes I A
52.216-23 Execution and 
Commencement of Work. (See Note 1.)

16.603-4(b)(1) C No I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.216-24 Limitation of Government 
Liability. (See Note 1.)

16.603-4(b)(2) C No I R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

52.216-25 Contract Definitization. 
(See Note 1.)

16.603-4(b)(3) C No I R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

Alternate I (See Note 1.) 16.603-4(b)(3) C No I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
52.216-26 Payments of Allowable Costs 
Before Definitization. (See Note 1.)

16.603-4(c) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A

52.216-27 Single or Multiple Awards. 16.506(f) P Yes L A
52.216-28 Multiple Awards for Advisory 
and Assistance Services.

16.506(g) P Yes L A

PRINCIPLE TYPE AND/OR PURPOSE OF CONTRACT

PROVISION OR CLAUSE PRESCRIBED IN P OR 
C

IBR UCF FP 
SUP

CR 
SUP

FP 
R&D

CR 
R&D

FP 
SVC

CR 
SVC

FP 
CON

CR 
CON

T&M 
LH

LMV COM 
SVC

DDR A&E FAC IND 
DEL

TRN SAP UTL 
SVC

CI
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52.3-13

52.219-26 Small Disadvantaged 
Business Participation Program—
Incentive Subcontracting.

19.1204(c) C Yes I O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

52.219-27 Notice of Total 
Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small 
Business Set Aside.

19.1407 C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-1 Notice to the Government of 
Labor Disputes.

22.103-5(a) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-2 Payment for Overtime 
Premiums.

22.103-5(b) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A

52.222-3 Convict Labor. 22.202 C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
52.222-4 Contract Work Hours and 
Safety Standards Act—Overtime 
Compensation.

22.305 C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-5 Davis-Bacon Act—Secondary 
Site of the Work.

22.407(h) P No
✓

L
✓

A A A

52.222-6 Davis-Bacon Act. 22.407(a) C Yes I A A A
52.222-7 Withholding of Funds. 22.407(a) C Yes I A A
52.222-8 Payrolls and Basic Records. 22.407(a) C Yes I A A
52.222-9 Apprentices and Trainees. 22.407(a) C Yes I A A
52.222-10 Compliance with Copeland 
Act Requirements.

22.407(a) C Yes I A A

52.222-11 Subcontracts (Labor 
Standards).

22.407(a) C Yes I A A

52.222-12 Contract Termination—
Debarment.

22.407(a) C Yes I A A A

52.222-13 Compliance with 
Davis-Bacon and Related Act 
Regulations.

22.407(a) C Yes I A A A

52.222-14 Disputes Concerning Labor 
Standards.

22.407(a) C Yes I A A A

52.222-15 Certification of Eligibility. 22.407(a) C Yes I A A A
52.222-16 Approval of Wage Rates. 22.407(b) C Yes I A
52.222-17 Labor Standards for 
Construction Work—Facilities 
Contracts.

22.407(d) C Yes I A

52.222-18 Certification Regarding 
Knowledge of Child Labor for Listed 
End Products.

22.1505(a) P No K A A A A A

52.222-19 Child Labor—Cooperation 
with Authorities and Remedies.

22.1505(b) C Yes I A A A A A
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52.3-14

52.222-20 Walsh-Healey Public 
Contracts Act.

22.610 C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-21 Prohibition of Segregated 
Facilities.

22.810(a)(1) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-22 Previous Contracts and 
Compliance Reports.

22.810(a)(2) P No K A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-23 Notice of Requirement for 
Affirmative Action to Ensure Equal 
Employment Opportunity for 
Construction.

22.810(b) P Yes A A A

52.222-24 Preaward On-Site Equal 
Opportunity Compliance Evaluation.

22.810(c) P Yes L A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-25 Affirmative Action 
Compliance.

22.810(d) P No K A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-26 Equal Opportunity. 22.810(e) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
Alternate I 22.810(e) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-27 Affirmative Action 
Compliance Requirements for 
Construction.

22.810(f) C Yes A A A

52.222-29 Notification of Visa Denial. 22.810(g) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
52.222-30 Davis-Bacon Act—Price 
Adjustment (None or Separately 
Specified Method).

22.407(e) C A A

52.222-31 Davis Bacon Act—Price 
Adjustment (Percentage Method).

22.407(f) C A A

52.222-32 Davis-Bacon Act—Price 
Adjustment (Actual Method).

22.407(g) C A A

52.222-35 Equal Opportunity for  
Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of 
the Vietnam Era, and Other Eligible 
Veterans.

22.1310(A)(1) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Alternate I 22.1308(a)(2) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
52.222-36 Affirmative Action for 
Workers with Disabilities.

22.1408(a) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Alternate I 22.1408(b) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
52.222-37 Employment Reports on  
Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of 
the Vietnam Era, and Other Eligible 
Veterans.

22.1308(b) C Yes I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-38 Compliance with Veterans’ 
Employment Reporting Requirements.

22.1310(c) P Yes K A A A A A A a A A A A A A A A A A A

52.222-39 Notification of Employee 
Rights Concerning Payment of Union 
Dues or Fees.

22.1605 c No I A A a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a
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SUBPART 31.1—APPLICABILITY 31.106-1

31.1-5

home office overhead, partners’ compensation, employment
of consultants, and equipment usage costs, are particularly
important in construction and architect-engineer contracts.
When appropriate, they serve to express the parties’ under-
standing and avoid possible subsequent disputes or
disallowances.

(2) “Construction equipment,” as used in this section,
means equipment (including marine equipment) in sound
workable condition, either owned or controlled by the con-
tractor or the subcontractor at any tier, or obtained from a
commercial rental source, and furnished for use under Gov-
ernment contracts.

(i) Allowable ownership and operating costs shall be
determined as follows:

(A) Actual cost data shall be used when such data
can be determined for both ownership and operations costs for
each piece of equipment, or groups of similar serial or series
equipment, from the contractor’s accounting records. When
such costs cannot be so determined, the contracting agency
may specify the use of a particular schedule of predetermined
rates or any part thereof to determine ownership and operating
costs of construction equipment (see subdivisions (d)(2)(i)(B)
and (C) of this section). However, costs otherwise unallow-
able under this part shall not become allowable through the
use of any schedule (see 31.109(c)). For example, schedules
need to be adjusted for Government contract costing purposes
if they are based on replacement cost, include unallowable
interest costs, or use improper cost of money rates or compu-
tations. Contracting officers should review the computations
and factors included within the specified schedule and ensure
that unallowable or unacceptably computed factors are not
allowed in cost submissions.

(B) Predetermined schedules of construction
equipment use rates (e.g., the Construction Equipment Own-
ership and Operating Expense Schedule, published by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, industry sponsored construc-
tion equipment cost guides, or commercially published sched-
ules of construction equipment use cost) provide average
ownership and operating rates for construction equipment.
The allowance for operating costs may include costs for such
items as fuel, filters, oil, and grease; servicing, repairs, and
maintenance; and tire wear and repair. Costs of labor, mobili-
zation, demobilization, overhead, and profit are generally not
reflected in schedules, and separate consideration may be
necessary.

(C) When a schedule of predetermined use rates
for construction equipment is used to determine direct costs,
all costs of equipment that are included in the cost allowances
provided by the schedule shall be identified and eliminated
from the contractor’s other direct and indirect costs charged to
the contract. If the contractor’s accounting system provides
for site or home office overhead allocations, all costs which
are included in the equipment allowances may need to be

included in any cost input base before computing the contrac-
tor’s overhead rate. In periods of suspension of work pursuant
to a contract clause, the allowance for equipment ownership
shall not exceed an amount for standby cost as determined by
the schedule or contract provision.

(ii) Reasonable costs of renting construction equip-
ment are allowable (but see paragraph (C) of this subsection).

(A) Costs, such as maintenance and minor or run-
ning repairs incident to operating such rented equipment, that
are not included in the rental rate are allowable.

(B) Costs incident to major repair and overhaul of
rental equipment are unallowable.

(C) The allowability of charges for construction
equipment rented from any division, subsidiary, or organiza-
tion under common control, will be determined in accordance
with 31.205-36(b)(3).

(3) Costs incurred at the job site incident to performing
the work, such as the cost of superintendence, timekeeping
and clerical work, engineering, utility costs, supplies, material
handling, restoration and cleanup, etc., are allowable as direct
or indirect costs, provided the accounting practice used is in
accordance with the contractor’s established and consistently
followed cost accounting practices for all work.

(4) Rental and any other costs, less any applicable cred-
its incurred in acquiring the temporary use of land, structures,
and facilities are allowable. Costs, less any applicable credits,
incurred in constructing or fabricating structures and facilities
of a temporary nature are allowable.

31.106 Facilities contracts.

31.106-1 Applicable cost principles.
The cost principles and procedures applicable to the eval-

uation and determination of costs under facilities contracts (as
defined in 45.301), and subcontracts thereunder, will be gov-
erned by the type of entity to which a facilities contract is
awarded. Except as otherwise provided in 31.106-2 of this
section, Subpart 31.2 applies to facilities contracts awarded to
commercial organizations; Subpart 31.3 applies to facilities
contracts awarded to educational institutions; and 31.105
applies to facilities contracts awarded to construction contrac-
tors. Whichever cost principles are appropriate will be used in
the pricing of facilities contracts and contract modifications if
cost analysis is performed as required by 15.404-1(c). In addi-
tion, the contracting officer shall incorporate the cost princi-
ples and procedures appropriate in the circumstances
(e.g., Subpart 31.2; Subpart 31.3; or 31.105) by reference in
facilities contracts as the basis for—

(a) Determining reimbursable costs under facilities con-
tracts, including cost-reimbursement subcontracts
thereunder;

(b) Negotiating indirect cost rates; and

(FAC 2005–06)
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(c) Determining costs of terminated contracts when the
contractor elects to “voucher out” costs (see Subpart 49.3),
and for settlement by determination (see 49.109-7).

31.106-2 Exceptions to general rules on allowability and 
allocability.
(a) A contractor’s established accounting system and pro-

cedures are normally directed to the equitable allocation of
costs to the types of products which the contractor produces
or services rendered in the course of normal operating activi-
ties. The acquisition of, or work on, facilities for the Govern-
ment normally does not involve the manufacturing processes,
plant departmental operations, cost patterns of work, admin-
istrative and managerial control, or clerical effort usual to pro-
duction of the contractor’s normal products or services.

(b) Advance agreements (see 31.109) should be made
between the contractor and the contracting officer as to indi-
rect cost items to be applied to the facilities acquisition. A con-
tractor’s normal accounting practice for allocating indirect
costs to the acquisition of contractor facilities may range from
charging all these costs to this acquisition to not charging any.
When necessary to produce an equitable result, the contrac-
tor’s usual method of allocating indirect cost shall be varied,
and appropriate adjustment shall be made to the pools of indi-
rect cost and the bases of their distribution.

(c) The purchase of completed facilities (or services in con-
nection with the facilities) from outside sources does not
involve the contractor’s direct labor or indirect plant mainte-
nance personnel. Accordingly, indirect manufacturing and
plant overhead costs, which are primarily incurred or gener-
ated by reason of direct labor or maintenance labor operations,
are not allocable to the acquisition of such facilities.

(d) Contracts providing for the installation of new facilities
or the rehabilitation of existing facilities may involve the use
of the contractor’s plant maintenance labor, as distinguished
from direct labor engaged in the production of the company’s
normal products. In such instances, only those types of indi-
rect manufacturing and plant operating costs that are related
to or incurred by reason of the expenditures of the classes of
labor used for the performance of the facilities work may be
allocated to the facilities contract. Thus, a facilities contract
which involves the use of plant maintenance labor only would
not be subject to an allocation of such cost items as direct pro-
ductive labor supervision, depreciation, and maintenance
expense applicable to productive machinery and equipment,
or raw material and finished goods storage costs.

(e) Where a facilities contract calls for the construction,
production, or rehabilitation of equipment or other items that
are involved in the regular course of the contractor’s business
by the use of the contractor’s direct labor and manufacturing
processes, the indirect costs normally allocated to all that
work may be allocated to the facilities contract.

31.106-3 Contractor’s commercial items.
If facilities constituting the contractor’s usual commercial

items (or only minor modifications thereof) are acquired by
the Government under the contract, the Government shall not
pay any amount in excess of the contractor’s most favored
customer price or the price of other suppliers for like quanti-
ties of the same or substantially the same items, whichever is
lower.

31.107 Contracts with State, local, and federally 
recognized Indian tribal governments.
(a) Subpart 31.6 provides principles and standards for

determining costs applicable to contracts with State, local, and
federally recognized Indian tribal governments. They provide
the basis for a uniform approach to the problem of determin-
ing costs and to promote efficiency and better relationships
between State, local, and federally recognized Indian tribal
governments, and Federal Government entities. They apply to
all programs that involve contracts with State, local, and fed-
erally recognized Indian tribal governments, except contracts
with—

(1) Publicly financed educational institutions subject to
Subpart 31.3; or

(2) Publicly owned hospitals and other providers of
medical care subject to requirements promulgated by the
sponsoring Government agencies.

(b) The Office of Management and Budget will approve
any other exceptions in particular cases when adequate justi-
fication is presented.

31.108 Contracts with nonprofit organizations.
Subpart 31.7 provides principles and standards for deter-

mining costs applicable to contracts with nonprofit organiza-
tions other than educational institutions, State and local
governments, and those nonprofit organizations exempted
under OMB Circular No. A-122.

31.109 Advance agreements.
(a) The extent of allowability of the costs covered in this

part applies broadly to many accounting systems in varying
contract situations. Thus, the reasonableness, the allocability
and the allowability under the specific cost principles at
Subparts 31.2, 31.3, 31.6, and 31.7 of certain costs may be dif-
ficult to determine. To avoid possible subsequent disallow-
ance or dispute based on unreasonableness, unallocability or
unallowability under the specific cost principles at
Subparts 31.2, 31.3, 31.6, and 31.7, contracting officers and
contractors should seek advance agreement on the treatment
of special or unusual costs and on statistical sampling meth-
odologies at 31.201-6(c). However, an advance agreement is
not an absolute requirement and the absence of an advance
agreement on any cost will not, in itself, affect the reasonable-
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ness, allocability or the allowability under the specific cost
principles at Subparts 31.2, 31.3, 31.6, and 31.7 of that cost.

(b) Advance agreements may be negotiated either before or
during a contract but should be negotiated before incurrence
of the costs involved. The agreements must be in writing, exe-
cuted by both contracting parties, and incorporated into appli-
cable current and future contracts. An advance agreement
shall contain a statement of its applicability and duration.

(c) The contracting officer is not authorized by this 31.109
to agree to a treatment of costs inconsistent with this part. For
example, an advance agreement may not provide that, not-
withstanding 31.205-20, interest is allowable.

(d) Advance agreements may be negotiated with a partic-
ular contractor for a single contract, a group of contracts, or
all the contracts of a contracting office, an agency, or several
agencies.

(e) The cognizant administrative contracting officer
(ACO), or other contracting officer established in Part 42,
shall negotiate advance agreements except that an advance
agreement affecting only one contract, or class of contracts
from a single contracting office, shall be negotiated by a con-
tracting officer in the contracting office, or an ACO when del-
egated by the contracting officer. When the negotiation
authority is delegated, the ACO shall coordinate the proposed
agreement with the contracting officer before executing the
advance agreement.

(f) Before negotiating an advance agreement, the Govern-
ment negotiator shall—

(1) Determine if other contracting offices inside the
agency or in other agencies have a significant unliquidated
dollar balance in contracts with the same contractor;

(2) Inform any such office or agency of the matters
under consideration for negotiation; and

(3) As appropriate, invite the office or agency and the
responsible audit agency to participate in prenegotiation dis-
cussions and/or in the subsequent negotiations.

(g) Upon completion of the negotiation, the sponsor shall
prepare and distribute to other interested agencies and offices,
including the audit agency, copies of the executed agreement
and a memorandum providing the information specified in
15.406-3, as applicable.

(h) Examples for which advance agreements may be par-
ticularly important are—

(1) Compensation for personal services, including but
not limited to allowances for off-site pay, incentive pay, loca-

tion allowances, hardship pay, cost of living differential, and
termination of defined benefit pension plans;

(2) Use charges for fully depreciated assets;
(3) Deferred maintenance costs;
(4) Precontract costs;
(5) Independent research and development and bid and

proposal costs;
(6) Royalties and other costs for use of patents;
(7) Selling and distribution costs;
(8) Travel and relocation costs, as related to special or

mass personnel movements, as related to travel via contractor-
owned, -leased, or -chartered aircraft; or as related to maxi-
mum per diem rates;

(9) Costs of idle facilities and idle capacity;
(10) Severance pay to employees on support service

contracts;
(11) Plant reconversion;
(12) Professional services (e.g., legal, accounting, and

engineering);
(13) General and administrative costs (e.g., corporate,

division, or branch allocations) attributable to the general
management, supervision, and conduct of the contractor’s
business as a whole. These costs are particularly significant in
construction, job-site, architect-engineer, facilities, and Gov-
ernment-owned contractor operated (GOCO) plant contracts
(see 31.203(h));

(14) Costs of construction plant and equipment (see
31.105(d));

(15) Costs of public relations and advertising;
(16) Training and education costs (see 31.205-44(h));

and
(17) Statistical sampling methods (see 31.201-6(c)(4).

31.110 Indirect cost rate certification and penalties on 
unallowable costs.
(a) Certain contracts require certification of the indirect

cost rates proposed for final payment purposes. See 42.703-2
for administrative procedures regarding the certification pro-
visions and the related contract clause prescription.

(b) If unallowable costs are included in final indirect cost
settlement proposals, penalties may be assessed. See 42.709
for administrative procedures regarding the penalty assess-
ment provisions and the related contract clause prescription.
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Subpart 31.2—Contracts with Commercial 
Organizations

31.201 General.

31.201-1 Composition of total cost.
(a) The total cost, including standard costs properly

adjusted for applicable variances, of a contract is the sum of
the direct and indirect costs allocable to the contract, incurred
or to be incurred, plus any allocable cost of money pursuant
to 31.205-10, less any allocable credits. In ascertaining what
constitutes a cost, any generally accepted method of determin-
ing or estimating costs that is equitable and is consistently
applied may be used.

(b) While the total cost of a contract includes all costs prop-
erly allocable to the contract, the allowable costs to the Gov-
ernment are limited to those allocable costs which are
allowable pursuant to Part 31 and applicable agency
supplements.

31.201-2 Determining allowability.
(a) A cost is allowable only when the cost complies with

all of the following requirements:
(1) Reasonableness.
(2) Allocability.
(3) Standards promulgated by the CAS Board, if appli-

cable, otherwise, generally accepted accounting principles
and practices appropriate to the circumstances.

(4) Terms of the contract.
(5) Any limitations set forth in this subpart.

(b) Certain cost principles in this subpart incorporate the
measurement, assignment, and allocability rules of selected
CAS and limit the allowability of costs to the amounts deter-
mined using the criteria in those selected standards. Only
those CAS or portions of standards specifically made appli-
cable by the cost principles in this subpart are mandatory
unless the contract is CAS-covered (see Part 30). Business
units that are not otherwise subject to these standards under a
CAS clause are subject to the selected standards only for the
purpose of determining allowability of costs on Government
contracts. Including the selected standards in the cost princi-
ples does not subject the business unit to any other CAS rules
and regulations. The applicability of the CAS rules and regu-
lations is determined by the CAS clause, if any, in the contract
and the requirements of the standards themselves.

(c) When contractor accounting practices are inconsistent
with this Subpart 31.2, costs resulting from such inconsistent
practices in excess of the amount that would have resulted
from using practices consistent with this subpart are
unallowable.

(d) A contractor is responsible for accounting for costs
appropriately and for maintaining records, including support-

ing documentation, adequate to demonstrate that costs
claimed have been incurred, are allocable to the contract, and
comply with applicable cost principles in this subpart and
agency supplements. The contracting officer may disallow all
or part of a claimed cost that is inadequately supported.

31.201-3 Determining reasonableness.
(a) A cost is reasonable if, in its nature and amount, it does

not exceed that which would be incurred by a prudent person
in the conduct of competitive business. Reasonableness of
specific costs must be examined with particular care in con-
nection with firms or their separate divisions that may not be
subject to effective competitive restraints. No presumption of
reasonableness shall be attached to the incurrence of costs by
a contractor. If an initial review of the facts results in a chal-
lenge of a specific cost by the contracting officer or the con-
tracting officer’s representative, the burden of proof shall be
upon the contractor to establish that such cost is reasonable.

(b) What is reasonable depends upon a variety of consid-
erations and circumstances, including—

(1) Whether it is the type of cost generally recognized
as ordinary and necessary for the conduct of the contractor’s
business or the contract performance;

(2) Generally accepted sound business practices, arm’s-
length bargaining, and Federal and State laws and regulations;

(3) The contractor’s responsibilities to the Government,
other customers, the owners of the business, employees, and
the public at large; and

(4) Any significant deviations from the contractor’s
established practices.

31.201-4 Determining allocability.
A cost is allocable if it is assignable or chargeable to one

or more cost objectives on the basis of relative benefits
received or other equitable relationship. Subject to the fore-
going, a cost is allocable to a Government contract if it—

(a) Is incurred specifically for the contract;
(b) Benefits both the contract and other work, and can be

distributed to them in reasonable proportion to the benefits
received; or

(c) Is necessary to the overall operation of the business,
although a direct relationship to any particular cost objective
cannot be shown.

31.201-5 Credits.
The applicable portion of any income, rebate, allowance,

or other credit relating to any allowable cost and received by
or accruing to the contractor shall be credited to the Govern-
ment either as a cost reduction or by cash refund. See
31.205-6(j)(4) for rules governing refund or credit to the Gov-
ernment associated with pension adjustments and asset
reversions.
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31.201-6 Accounting for unallowable costs.
(a) Costs that are expressly unallowable or mutually agreed

to be unallowable, including mutually agreed to be unallow-
able directly associated costs, shall be identified and excluded
from any billing, claim, or proposal applicable to a Govern-
ment contract. A directly associated cost is any cost that is
generated solely as a result of incurring another cost, and that
would not have been incurred had the other cost not been
incurred. When an unallowable cost is incurred, its directly
associated costs are also unallowable.

(b) Costs that specifically become designated as unallow-
able or as unallowable directly associated costs of unallow-
able costs as a result of a written decision furnished by a
contracting officer shall be identified if included in or used in
computing any billing, claim, or proposal applicable to a Gov-
ernment contract. This identification requirement applies also
to any costs incurred for the same purpose under like circum-
stances as the costs specifically identified as unallowable
under either this paragraph or paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(c)(1) The practices for accounting for and presentation of
unallowable costs must be those described in 48 CFR
9904.405, Accounting for Unallowable Costs.

(2) Statistical sampling is an acceptable practice for
contractors to follow in accounting for and presenting unal-
lowable costs provided the criteria in paragraphs (c)(1)(i),
(c)(1)(ii), and (c)(1)(iii) of this subsection are met:

(i) The statistical sampling results in an unbiased
sample that is a reasonable representation of the sampling uni-
verse.

(ii) Any large dollar value or high risk transaction is
separately reviewed for unallowable costs and excluded from
the sampling process.

(iii) The statistical sampling permits audit verifica-
tion.

(3) For any indirect cost in the selected sample that is
subject to the penalty provisions at 42.709, the amount pro-
jected to the sampling universe from that sampled cost is also
subject to the same penalty provisions.

(4) Use of statistical sampling methods for identifying
and segregating unallowable costs should be the subject of an
advance agreement under the provisions of 31.109 between
the contractor and the cognizant administrative contracting
officer or Federal official.  The advance agreement should
specify the basic characteristics of the sampling process.  The
cognizant administrative contracting officer or Federal offi-
cial shall request input from the cognizant auditor before
entering into any such agreements.

(5) In the absence of an advance agreement, if an initial
review of the facts results in a challenge of the statistical sam-
pling methods by the contracting officer or the contracting
officer’s representative, the burden of proof shall be on the
contractor to establish that such a method meets the criteria in
paragraph (c)(2) of this subsection.

(d) If a directly associated cost is included in a cost pool
that is allocated over a base that includes the unallowable cost
with which it is associated, the directly associated cost shall
remain in the cost pool. Since the unallowable costs will
attract their allocable share of costs from the cost pool, no fur-
ther action is required to assure disallowance of the directly
associated costs. In all other cases, the directly associated
costs, if material in amount, must be purged from the cost pool
as unallowable costs.

(e)(1) In determining the materiality of a directly associ-
ated cost, consideration should be given to the significance
of—

(i) The actual dollar amount,
(ii) The cumulative effect of all directly associated

costs in a cost pool, and
(iii) The ultimate effect on the cost of Government

contracts.
(2) Salary expenses of employees who participate in

activities that generate unallowable costs shall be treated as
directly associated costs to the extent of the time spent on the
proscribed activity, provided the costs are material in accor-
dance with paragraph (e)(1) of this subsection (except when
such salary expenses are, themselves, unallowable). The time
spent in proscribed activities should be compared to total time
spent on company activities to determine if the costs are mate-
rial. Time spent by employees outside the normal working
hours should not be considered except when it is evident that
an employee engages so frequently in company activities dur-
ing periods outside normal working hours as to indicate that
such activities are a part of the employee’s regular duties.

(3) When a selected item of cost under 31.205 provides
that directly associated costs be unallowable, such directly
associated costs are unallowable only if determined to be
material in amount in accordance with the criteria provided in
paragraphs (e)(1) and (e)(2) of this subsection, except in those
situations where allowance of any of the directly associated
costs involved would be considered to be contrary to public
policy.

31.201-7 Construction and architect-engineer contracts.
Specific principles and procedures for evaluating and

determining costs in connection with contracts and subcon-
tracts for construction, and architect-engineer contracts
related to construction projects, are in 31.105. The applicabil-
ity of these principles and procedures is set forth in 31.000 and
31.100.

31.202 Direct costs.
(a) No final cost objective shall have allocated to it as a

direct cost any cost, if other costs incurred for the same pur-
pose in like circumstances have been included in any indirect
cost pool to be allocated to that or any other final cost objec-
tive. Direct costs of the contract shall be charged directly to
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the contract. All costs specifically identified with other final
cost objectives of the contractor are direct costs of those cost
objectives and are not to be charged to the contract directly or
indirectly.

(b) For reasons of practicality, the contractor may treat any
direct cost of a minor dollar amount as an indirect cost if the
accounting treatment—

(1) Is consistently applied to all final cost objectives;
and

(2) Produces substantially the same results as treating
the cost as a direct cost.

31.203 Indirect costs.
(a) For contracts subject to full CAS coverage, allocation

of indirect costs shall be based on the applicable provisions.
For all other contracts, the applicable CAS provisions in
paragraphs (b) through (h) of this section apply.

(b) After direct costs have been determined and charged
directly to the contract or other work, indirect costs are those
remaining to be allocated to intermediate or two or more final
cost objectives. No final cost objective shall have allocated to
it as an indirect cost any cost, if other costs incurred for the
same purpose, in like circumstances, have been included as a
direct cost of that or any other final cost objective.

(c) The contractor shall accumulate indirect costs by logi-
cal cost groupings with due consideration of the reasons for
incurring such costs. The contractor shall determine each
grouping so as to permit use of an allocation base that is com-
mon to all cost objectives to which the grouping is to be allo-
cated. The base selected shall allocate the grouping on the
basis of the benefits accruing to intermediate and final cost
objectives. When substantially the same results can be
achieved through less precise methods, the number and com-
position of cost groupings should be governed by practical
considerations and should not unduly complicate the
allocation.

(d) Once an appropriate base for allocating indirect costs
has been accepted, the contractor shall not fragment the base
by removing individual elements. All items properly includ-
able in an indirect cost base shall bear a pro rata share of indi-
rect costs irrespective of their acceptance as Government
contract costs. For example, when a cost input base is used for
the allocation of G&A costs, the contractor shall include in the
base all items that would properly be part of the cost input
base, whether allowable or unallowable, and these items shall
bear their pro rata share of G&A costs.

(e) The method of allocating indirect costs may require
revision when there is a significant change in the nature of the
business, the extent of subcontracting, fixed-asset improve-
ment programs, inventories, the volume of sales and produc-
tion, manufacturing processes, the contractor’s products, or
other relevant circumstances.

(f) Separate cost groupings for costs allocable to offsite
locations may be necessary to permit equitable distribution of
costs on the basis of the benefits accruing to the several cost
objectives.

(g) A base period for allocating indirect costs is the cost
accounting period during which such costs are incurred and
accumulated for allocation to work performed in that period.

(1) For contracts subject to full or modified CAS cov-
erage, the contractor shall follow the criteria and guidance in
48 CFR 9904.406 for selecting the cost accounting periods to
be used in allocating indirect costs.

(2) For contracts other than those subject to
paragraph (g)(1) of this section, the base period for allocating
indirect costs shall be the contractor’s fiscal year used for
financial reporting purposes in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles. The fiscal year will normally
be 12 months, but a different period may be appropriate
(e.g., when a change in fiscal year occurs due to a business
combination or other circumstances).

(h) Special care should be exercised in applying the prin-
ciples of paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of this section when Gov-
ernment-owned contractor-operated (GOCO) plants are
involved. The distribution of corporate, division or branch
office G&A expenses to such plants operating with little or no
dependence on corporate administrative activities may
require more precise cost groupings, detailed accounts screen-
ing, and carefully developed distribution bases.

31.204 Application of principles and procedures.
(a) Costs are allowable to the extent they are reasonable,

allocable, and determined to be allowable under 31.201,
31.202, 31.203, and 31.205. These criteria apply to all of the
selected items that follow, even if particular guidance is pro-
vided for certain items for emphasis or clarity.

(b)(1) For the following subcontract types, costs incurred
as reimbursements or payments to a subcontractor are allow-
able to the extent the reimbursements or payments are for
costs incurred by the subcontractor that are consistent with
this part:

(i) Cost-reimbursement.
(ii) Fixed-price incentive.
(iii) Price redeterminable (i.e., fixed-price contracts

with prospective price redetermination and fixed-ceiling-
price contracts with retroactive price redetermination).

(2) The requirements of paragraph (b)(1) of this section
apply to any tier above the first firm-fixed-price subcontract
or fixed-price subcontract with economic price adjustment
provisions.

(c) Costs incurred as payments under firm-fixed-price sub-
contracts or fixed-price subcontracts with economic price
adjustment provisions or modifications thereto, for which
subcontract cost analysis was performed are allowable if the
price was negotiated in accordance with 31.102.
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(d) Section 31.205 does not cover every element of cost.
Failure to include any item of cost does not imply that it is
either allowable or unallowable. The determination of
allowability shall be based on the principles and standards in
this subpart and the treatment of similar or related selected
items. When more than one subsection in 31.205 is relevant
to a contractor cost, the cost shall be apportioned among the
applicable subsections, and the determination of allowability
of each portion shall be based on the guidance contained in the
applicable subsection. When a cost, to which more than one
subsection in 31.205 is relevant, cannot be apportioned, the
determination of allowability shall be based on the guidance
contained in the subsection that most specifically deals with,
or best captures the essential nature of, the cost at issue.

31.205 Selected costs.

31.205-1 Public relations and advertising costs.
(a) “Public relations” means all functions and activities

dedicated to—
(1) Maintaining, protecting, and enhancing the image of

a concern or its products; or
(2) Maintaining or promoting reciprocal understanding

and favorable relations with the public at large, or any seg-
ment of the public. The term public relations includes activi-
ties associated with areas such as advertising, customer
relations, etc.

(b) “Advertising” means the use of media to promote the
sale of products or services and to accomplish the activities
referred to in paragraph (d) of this subsection, regardless of
the medium employed, when the advertiser has control over
the form and content of what will appear, the media in which
it will appear, and when it will appear. Advertising media
include but are not limited to conventions, exhibits, free
goods, samples, magazines, newspapers, trade papers, direct
mail, dealer cards, window displays, outdoor advertising,
radio, and television.

(c) Public relations and advertising costs include the costs
of media time and space, purchased services performed by
outside organizations, as well as the applicable portion of sal-
aries, travel, and fringe benefits of employees engaged in the
functions and activities identified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this subsection.

(d) The only allowable advertising costs are those that
are—

(1) Specifically required by contract, or that arise from
requirements of Government contracts, and that are exclu-
sively for—

(i) Acquiring scarce items for contract performance;
or

(ii) Disposing of scrap or surplus materials acquired
for contract performance;

(2) Costs of activities to promote sales of products nor-
mally sold to the U.S. Government, including trade shows,
which contain a significant effort to promote exports from the
United States. Such costs are allowable, notwithstanding
paragraphs (f)(1), (f)(3), (f)(4)(ii), and (f)(5) of this subsec-
tion. However, such costs do not include the costs of memo-
rabilia (e.g., models, gifts, and souvenirs), alcoholic
beverages, entertainment, and physical facilities that are used
primarily for entertainment rather than product promotion; or

(3) Allowable in accordance with 31.205-34.
(e) Allowable public relations costs include the following:

(1) Costs specifically required by contract.
(2) Costs of—

(i) Responding to inquiries on company policies and
activities;

(ii) Communicating with the public, press, stock-
holders, creditors, and customers; and

(iii) Conducting general liaison with news media and
Government public relations officers, to the extent that such
activities are limited to communication and liaison necessary
to keep the public informed on matters of public concern such
as notice of contract awards, plant closings or openings,
employee layoffs or rehires, financial information, etc.

(3) Costs of participation in community service activi-
ties (e.g., blood bank drives, charity drives, savings bond
drives, disaster assistance, etc.).

(4) Costs of plant tours and open houses (but see
paragraph (f)(5) of this subsection).

(5) Costs of keel laying, ship launching, commission-
ing, and roll-out ceremonies, to the extent specifically pro-
vided for by contract.

(f) Unallowable public relations and advertising costs
include the following:

(1) All public relations and advertising costs, other than
those specified in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this subsection,
whose primary purpose is to promote the sale of products or
services by stimulating interest in a product or product line
(except for those costs made allowable under
31.205-38(b)(5)), or by disseminating messages calling favor-
able attention to the contractor for purposes of enhancing the
company image to sell the company’s products or services.

(2) All costs of trade shows and other special events
which do not contain a significant effort to promote the export
sales of products normally sold to the U.S. Government.

(3) Costs of sponsoring meetings, conventions, sympo-
sia, seminars, and other special events when the principal pur-
pose of the event is other than dissemination of technical
information or stimulation of production.

(4) Costs of ceremonies such as—
(i) Corporate celebrations and
(ii) New product announcements.

(5) Costs of promotional material, motion pictures, vid-
eotapes, brochures, handouts, magazines, and other media
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that are designed to call favorable attention to the contractor
and its activities.

(6) Costs of souvenirs, models, imprinted clothing, but-
tons, and other mementos provided to customers or the public.

(7) Costs of memberships in civic and community
organizations.

31.205-2 [Reserved]

31.205-3 Bad debts.
Bad debts, including actual or estimated losses arising

from uncollectible accounts receivable due from customers
and other claims, and any directly associated costs such as col-
lection costs, and legal costs are unallowable.

31.205-4 Bonding costs.
(a) Bonding costs arise when the Government requires

assurance against financial loss to itself or others by reason of
the act or default of the contractor. They arise also in instances
where the contractor requires similar assurance. Included are
such bonds as bid, performance, payment, advance payment,
infringement, and fidelity bonds.

(b) Costs of bonding required pursuant to the terms of the
contract are allowable.

(c) Costs of bonding required by the contractor in the gen-
eral conduct of its business are allowable to the extent that
such bonding is in accordance with sound business practice
and the rates and premiums are reasonable under the
circumstances.

31.205-5 [Reserved]
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would have been allowable if incurred after the date of the
contract (see 31.109).

31.205-33 Professional and consultant service costs.
(a) Definition. “Professional and consultant services,” as

used in this subsection, means those services rendered by per-
sons who are members of a particular profession or possess a
special skill and who are not officers or employees of the con-
tractor. Examples include those services acquired by contrac-
tors or subcontractors in order to enhance their legal,
economic, financial, or technical positions. Professional and
consultant services are generally acquired to obtain informa-
tion, advice, opinions, alternatives, conclusions, recommen-
dations, training, or direct assistance, such as studies,
analyses, evaluations, liaison with Government officials, or
other forms of representation.

(b) Costs of professional and consultant services are allow-
able subject to this paragraph and paragraphs (c) through (f)
of this subsection when reasonable in relation to the services
rendered and when not contingent upon recovery of the costs
from the Government (but see 31.205-30 and 31.205-47).

(c) Costs of professional and consultant services per-
formed under any of the following circumstances are
unallowable:

(1) Services to improperly obtain, distribute, or use
information or data protected by law or regulation
(e.g., 52.215-1(e), Restriction on Disclosure and Use of
Data).

(2) Services that are intended to improperly influence
the contents of solicitations, the evaluation of proposals or
quotations, or the selection of sources for contract award,
whether award is by the Government, or by a prime contractor
or subcontractor.

(3) Any other services obtained, performed, or other-
wise resulting in violation of any statute or regulation prohib-
iting improper business practices or conflicts of interest.

(4) Services performed which are not consistent with
the purpose and scope of the services contracted for or other-
wise agreed to.

(d) In determining the allowability of costs (including
retainer fees) in a particular case, no single factor or any spe-
cial combination of factors is necessarily determinative. How-
ever, the contracting officer shall consider the following
factors, among others:

(1) The nature and scope of the service rendered in rela-
tion to the service required.

(2) The necessity of contracting for the service, consid-
ering the contractor’s capability in the particular area.

(3) The past pattern of acquiring such services and their
costs, particularly in the years prior to the award of Govern-
ment contracts.

(4) The impact of Government contracts on the contrac-
tor’s business.

(5) Whether the proportion of Government work to the
contractor’s total business is such as to influence the contrac-
tor in favor of incurring the cost, particularly when the ser-
vices rendered are not of a continuing nature and have little
relationship to work under Government contracts.

(6) Whether the service can be performed more eco-
nomically by employment rather than by contracting.

(7) The qualifications of the individual or concern ren-
dering the service and the customary fee charged, especially
on non-Government contracts.

(8) Adequacy of the contractual agreement for the ser-
vice (e.g., description of the service, estimate of time
required, rate of compensation, termination provisions).

(e) Retainer fees, to be allowable, must be supported by
evidence that—

(1) The services covered by the retainer agreement are
necessary and customary;

(2) The level of past services justifies the amount of the
retainer fees (if no services were rendered, fees are not auto-
matically unallowable);

(3) The retainer fee is reasonable in comparison with
maintaining an in-house capability to perform the covered ser-
vices, when factors such as cost and level of expertise are con-
sidered; and

(4) The actual services performed are documented in
accordance with paragraph (f) of this subsection.

(f) Fees for services rendered are allowable only when sup-
ported by evidence of the nature and scope of the service fur-
nished (see also 31.205-38(c)). However, retainer agreements
generally are not based on specific statements of work. Evi-
dence necessary to determine that work performed is proper
and does not violate law or regulation shall include—

(1) Details of all agreements (e.g., work requirements,
rate of compensation, and nature and amount of other
expenses, if any) with the individuals or organizations provid-
ing the services and details of actual services performed;

(2) Invoices or billings submitted by consultants,
including sufficient detail as to the time expended and nature
of the actual services provided; and

(3) Consultants’ work products and related documents,
such as trip reports indicating persons visited and subjects dis-
cussed, minutes of meetings, and collateral memoranda and
reports.

31.205-34 Recruitment costs.
(a) Subject to paragraph (b) of this subsection, the follow-

ing costs are allowable:
(1) Costs of help-wanted advertising.
(2) Costs of operating an employment office needed to

secure and maintain an adequate labor force.
(3) Costs of operating an aptitude and educational test-

ing program.
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(4) Travel costs of employees engaged in recruiting
personnel.

(5) Travel costs of applicants for interviews.
(6) Costs for employment agencies, not in excess of

standard commercial rates.
(b) Help-wanted advertising costs are unallowable if the

advertising—
(1) Does not describe specific positions or classes of

positions; or
(2) Includes material that is not relevant for recruitment

purposes, such as extensive illustrations or descriptions of the
company’s products or capabilities.

31.205-35 Relocation costs.
(a) Relocation costs are costs incident to the permanent

change of assigned work location (for a period of 12 months
or more) of an existing employee or upon recruitment of a new
employee. The following types of relocation costs are allow-
able as noted, subject to the limitations in paragraphs (b) and
(f) of this subsection:

(1) Costs of travel of the employee and members of the
employee’s immediate family (see 31.205-46) and transpor-
tation of the household and personal effects to the new
location.

(2) Costs of finding a new home, such as advance trips
by the employee or the spouse, or both, to locate living quar-
ters, and temporary lodging during the transition period for
the employee and members of the employee’s immediate
family.

(3) Closing costs incident to the disposition of the actual
residence owned by the employee when notified of the trans-
fer (e.g., brokerage fees, legal fees, appraisal fees, points, and
finance charges), except that these costs, when added to the
costs described in paragraph (a)(4) of this subsection, shall
not exceed 14 percent of the sales price of the property sold.

(4) Continuing costs of ownership of the vacant former
actual residence being sold, such as maintenance of building
and grounds (exclusive of fixing up expenses), utilities, taxes,
property insurance, and mortgage interest, after the settlement
date or lease date of a new permanent residence, except that
these costs, when added to the costs described in
paragraph (a)(3) of this subsection, shall not exceed
14 percent of the sales price of the property sold.

(5) Other necessary and reasonable expenses normally
incident to relocation, such as disconnecting and connecting
household appliances; automobile registration; driver’s
license and use taxes; cutting and fitting rugs, draperies, and
curtains; forfeited utility fees and deposits; and purchase of
insurance against damage to or loss of personal property while
in transit.

(6) Costs incident to acquiring a home in the new work
location, except that—

(i) These costs are not allowable for existing employ-
ees or newly recruited employees who were not homeowners
before the relocation; and

(ii) The total costs shall not exceed 5 percent of the
purchase price of the new home.

(7) Mortgage interest differential payments, except that
these costs are not allowable for existing or newly recruited
employees who, before the relocation, were not homeowners
and the total payments are limited to an amount determined as
follows:

(i) The difference between the mortgage interest
rates of the old and new residences times the current balance
of the old mortgage times 3 years.

(ii) When mortgage differential payments are made
on a lump-sum basis and the employee leaves or is transferred
again in less than 3 years, the amount initially recognized
shall be proportionately adjusted to reflect payments only for
the actual time of the relocation.

(8) Rental differential payments covering situations
where relocated employees retain ownership of a vacated
home in the old location and rent at the new location. The
rented quarters at the new location must be comparable to
those vacated, and the allowable differential payments may
not exceed the actual rental costs for the new home, less the
fair market rent for the vacated home times 3 years.

(9) Costs of canceling an unexpired lease.
(10) Payments for increased employee income or Fed-

eral Insurance Contributions Act (26 U.S.C. Chapter 21)
taxes incident to allowable reimbursed relocation costs.

(11) Payments for spouse employment assistance.
(b) The costs described in paragraph (a) of this subsection

must also meet the following criteria to be considered
allowable:

(1) The move must be for the benefit of the employer.
(2) Reimbursement must be in accordance with an

established policy or practice that is consistently followed by
the employer and is designed to motivate employees to relo-
cate promptly and economically.

(3) The costs must not be otherwise unallowable under
Subpart 31.2.

(4) Amounts to be reimbursed shall not exceed the
employee’s actual expenses, except as provided for in para-
graphs (b)(5) and (b)(6) of this subsection.

(5) For miscellaneous costs of the type discussed in
paragraph (a)(5) of this subsection, a lump-sum amount, not
to exceed $5,000, may be allowed in lieu of actual costs.

(6)(i) Reimbursement on a lump-sum basis may be
allowed for any of the following relocation costs when ade-
quately supported by data on the individual elements (e.g.,
transportation, lodging, and meals) comprising the build-up of
the lump-sum amount to be paid based on the circumstances
of the particular employee’s relocation:
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(A) Costs of finding a new home, as discussed in
paragraph (a)(2) of this subsection.

(B) Costs of travel to the new location, as dis-
cussed in paragraph (a)(1) of this subsection (but not costs for
the transportation of household goods).

(C) Costs of temporary lodging, as discussed in
paragraph (a)(2) of this subsection.

(ii) When reimbursement on a lump-sum basis is
used, any adjustments to reflect actual costs are unallowable.

(c) The following types of costs are unallowable:
(1) Loss on the sale of a home.
(2) Costs incident to acquiring a home in the new loca-

tion as follows:
(i) Real estate brokers’ fees and commissions.
(ii) Costs of litigation.
(iii) Real and personal property insurance against

damage or loss of property.
(iv) Mortgage life insurance.
(v) Owner’s title policy insurance when such insur-

ance was not previously carried by the employee on the old
residence. (However, the cost of a mortgage title policy is
allowable.)

(vi) Property taxes and operating or maintenance
costs.

(3) Continuing mortgage principal payments on a resi-
dence being sold.

(4) Costs incident to furnishing equity or nonequity
loans to employees or making arrangements with lenders for
employees to obtain lower-than-market rate mortgage loans.

(d) If relocation costs for an employee have been allowed
either as an allocable indirect or direct cost, and the employee
resigns within 12 months for reasons within the employee’s
control, the contractor shall refund or credit the relocation
costs to the Government.

(e) Subject to the requirements of paragraphs (a) through
(d) of this section, the costs of family movements and of per-
sonnel movements of a special or mass nature are allowable.
The cost, however, should be assigned on the basis of work
(contracts) or time period benefited.

(f) Relocation costs (both outgoing and return) of employ-
ees who are hired for performance on specific contracts or
long-term field projects are allowable if—

(1) The term of employment is 12 months or more;
(2) The employment agreement specifically limits the

duration of employment to the time spent on the contract or
field project for which the employee is hired;

(3) The employment agreement provides for return
relocation to the employee’s permanent and principal home
immediately prior to the outgoing relocation, or other location
of equal or lesser cost; and

(4) The relocation costs are determined under the rules
of paragraphs (a) through (d) of this section. However, the
costs to return employees, who are released from employment

upon completion of field assignments pursuant to their
employment agreements, are not subject to the refund or
credit requirement of paragraph (d).

31.205-36 Rental costs.
(a) This subsection is applicable to the cost of renting or

leasing real or personal property acquired under “operating
leases” as defined in Statement of Financial Accounting Stan-
dards No. 13 (FAS-13), Accounting for Leases. (See
31.205-11 for Capital Leases.)

(b) The following costs are allowable:
(1) Rental costs under operating leases, to the extent that

the rates are reasonable at the time of the lease decision, after
consideration of—

(i) Rental costs of comparable property, if any;
(ii) Market conditions in the area;
(iii) The type, life expectancy, condition, and value

of the property leased;
(iv) Alternatives available; and
(v) Other provisions of the agreement.

(2) Rental costs under a sale and leaseback arrangement
only up to the amount the contractor would be allowed if the
contractor retained title, computed based on the net book
value of the asset on the date the contractor becomes a lessee
of the property adjusted for any gain or loss recognized in
accordance with 31.205-16(b).

(3) Charges in the nature of rent for property between
any divisions, subsidiaries, or organizations under common
control, to the extent that they do not exceed the normal costs
of ownership, such as depreciation, taxes, insurance, facilities
capital cost of money, and maintenance (excluding interest or
other unallowable costs pursuant to Part 31), provided that no
part of such costs shall duplicate any other allowed cost.
Rental cost of personal property leased from any division,
subsidiary, or affiliate of the contractor under common con-
trol, that has an established practice of leasing the same or
similar property to unaffiliated lessees shall be allowed in
accordance with paragraph (b)(1) of this subsection.

(c) The allowability of rental costs under unexpired leases
in connection with terminations is treated in 31.205-42(e).

31.205-37 Royalties and other costs for use of patents.
(a) Royalties on a patent or amortization of the cost of pur-

chasing a patent or patent rights necessary for the proper per-
formance of the contract and applicable to contract products
or processes are allowable unless—

(1) The Government has a license or the right to a free
use of the patent;

(2) The patent has been adjudicated to be invalid, or has
been administratively determined to be invalid;

(3) The patent is considered to be unenforceable; or
(4) The patent is expired.
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(b) Care should be exercised in determining reasonable-
ness when the royalties may have been arrived at as a result
of less-than-arm’s-length bargaining; e.g., royalties—

(1) Paid to persons, including corporations, affiliated
with the contractor;

(2) Paid to unaffiliated parties, including corporations,
under an agreement entered into in contemplation that a Gov-
ernment contract would be awarded; or

(3) Paid under an agreement entered into after the con-
tract award.

(c) In any case involving a patent formerly owned by the
contractor, the royalty amount allowed should not exceed the
cost which would have been allowed had the contractor
retained title.

(d) See 31.109 regarding advance agreements.

31.205-38 Selling costs.
(a) “Selling” is a generic term encompassing all efforts to

market the contractor’s products or services, some of which
are covered specifically in other subsections of 31.205. The
costs of any selling efforts other than those addressed in this
cost principle are unallowable.

(b) Selling activity includes the following broad
categories:

(1) Advertising. Advertising is defined at 31.205-1(b),
and advertising costs are subject to the allowability provisions
of 31.205-1(d) and (f).

(2) Corporate image enhancement. Corporate image
enhancement activities, including broadly targeted sales
efforts, other than advertising, are included within the defini-
tion of public relations at 31.205-1(a), and the costs of such
efforts are subject to the allowability provisions at 31.205-1(e)
and (f).

(3) Bid and proposal costs. Bid and proposal costs are
defined at 31.205-18 and are subject to the allowability pro-
visions of that subsection.

(4) Market planning. Market planning involves market
research and analysis and general management planning con-
cerned with development of the contractor’s business. Long-
range market planning costs are subject to the allowability
provisions of 31.205-12. Other market planning costs are
allowable.

(5) Direct selling. Direct selling efforts are those acts or
actions to induce particular customers to purchase particular
products or services of the contractor. Direct selling is char-
acterized by person-to-person contact and includes such
efforts as familiarizing a potential customer with the contrac-
tor’s products or services, conditions of sale, service capabil-
ities, etc. It also includes negotiation, liaison between
customer and contractor personnel, technical and consulting
efforts, individual demonstrations, and any other efforts hav-
ing as their purpose the application or adaptation of the con-

tractor’s products or services for a particular customer’s use.
The cost of direct selling efforts is allowable.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection,
sellers’ or agents’ compensation, fees, commissions, percent-
ages, retainer or brokerage fees, whether or not contingent
upon the award of contracts, are allowable only when paid to
bona fide employees or established commercial or selling
agencies maintained by the contractor for the purpose of
securing business.

31.205-39 Service and warranty costs.
Service and warranty costs include those arising from ful-

fillment of any contractual obligation of a contractor to pro-
vide services such as installation, training, correcting defects
in the products, replacing defective parts, and making refunds
in the case of inadequate performance. When not inconsistent
with the terms of the contract, service and warranty costs are
allowable. However, care should be exercised to avoid dupli-
cation of the allowance as an element of both estimated prod-
uct cost and risk.

31.205-40 Special tooling and special test equipment 
costs.
(a) The terms “special tooling” and “special test equip-

ment” are defined in 45.101.
(b) The cost of special tooling and special test equipment

used in performing one or more Government contracts is
allowable and shall be allocated to the specific Government
contract or contracts for which acquired, except that the cost
of—

(1) Items acquired by the contractor before the effective
date of the contract (or replacement of such items), whether or
not altered or adapted for use in performing the contract, and

(2) Items which the contract schedule specifically
excludes, shall be allowable only as depreciation or
amortization.

(c) When items are disqualified as special tooling or spe-
cial test equipment because with relatively minor expense
they can be made suitable for general purpose use and have a
value as such commensurate with their value as special tool-
ing or special test equipment, the cost of adapting the items for
use under the contract and the cost of returning them to their
prior configuration are allowable.

31.205-41 Taxes.
(a) The following types of costs are allowable:

(1) Federal, State, and local taxes (see Part 29), except
as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this section that are
required to be and are paid or accrued in accordance with gen-
erally accepted accounting principles. Fines and penalties are
not considered taxes.

(2) Taxes otherwise allowable under paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, but upon which a claim of illegality or erroneous
assessment exists; provided the contractor, before paying such
taxes—
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(i) Promptly requests instructions from the contract-
ing officer concerning such taxes; and

(ii) Takes all action directed by the contracting
officer arising out of paragraph (2)(i) of this section or an
independent decision of the Government as to the existence of
a claim of illegality or erroneous assessment, to—

(A) Determine the legality of the assessment or
(B) Secure a refund of such taxes.

(3) Pursuant to paragraph (a)(2) of this section, the rea-
sonable costs of any action taken by the contractor at the direc-
tion or with the concurrence of the contracting officer. Interest
or penalties incurred by the contractor for non-payment of any
tax at the direction of the contracting officer or by reason of
the failure of the contracting officer to ensure timely direction
after a prompt request.

(4) The Environmental Tax found at section 59A of the
Internal Revenue Code, also called the “Superfund Tax.”

(b) The following types of costs are not allowable:
(1) Federal income and excess profits taxes.
(2) Taxes in connection with financing, refinancing,

refunding operations, or reorganizations (see 31.205-20 and
31.205-27).

(3) Taxes from which exemptions are available to the
contractor directly, or available to the contractor based on an
exemption afforded the Government, except when the con-
tracting officer determines that the administrative burden inci-
dent to obtaining the exemption outweighs the corresponding
benefits accruing to the Government. When partial exemption
from a tax is attributable to Government contract activity,
taxes charged to such work in excess of that amount resulting
from application of the preferential treatment are unallow-
able. These provisions intend that tax preference attributable
to Government contract activity be realized by the Govern-
ment. The term “exemption” means freedom from taxation in
whole or in part and includes a tax abatement or reduction
resulting from mode of assessment, method of calculation, or
otherwise.

(4) Special assessments on land that represent capital
improvements.

(5) Taxes (including excises) on real or personal prop-
erty, or on the value, use, possession or sale thereof, which is
used solely in connection with work other than on Govern-
ment contracts (see paragraph (c) of this section).

(6) Any excise tax in subtitle D, Chapter 43 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. That chapter includes
excise taxes imposed in connection with qualified pension
plans, welfare plans, deferred compensation plans, or other
similar types of plans.

(7) Income tax accruals designed to account for the tax
effects of differences between taxable income and pretax
income as reflected by the books of account and financial
statements.

(c) Taxes on property (see paragraph (b)(5) of this section)
used solely in connection with either non-Government or

Government work should be considered directly applicable to
the respective category of work unless the amounts involved
are insignificant or comparable results would otherwise be
obtained; e.g., taxes on contractor-owned work-in-process
which is used solely in connection with non-Government
work should be allocated to such work; taxes on contractor-
owned work-in-process inventory (and Government-owned
work-in-process inventory when taxed) used solely in connec-
tion with Government work should be charged to such work.
The cost of taxes incurred on property used in both Govern-
ment and non-Government work shall be apportioned to all
such work based upon the use of such property on the respec-
tive final cost objectives.

(d) Any taxes, interest, or penalties that were allowed as
contract costs and are refunded to the contractor shall be cred-
ited or paid to the Government in the manner it directs. If a
contractor or subcontractor obtains a foreign tax credit that
reduces its U.S. Federal income tax because of the payment of
any tax or duty allowed as contract costs, and if those costs
were reimbursed by a foreign government, the amount of the
reduction shall be paid to the Treasurer of the United States at
the time the Federal income tax return is filed. However, any
interest actually paid or credited to a contractor incident to a
refund of tax, interest, or penalty shall be paid or credited to
the Government only to the extent that such interest accrued
over the period during which the contractor had been reim-
bursed by the Government for the taxes, interest, or penalties.

31.205-42 Termination costs.
Contract terminations generally give rise to the incurrence

of costs or the need for special treatment of costs that would
not have arisen had the contract not been terminated. The fol-
lowing cost principles peculiar to termination situations are to
be used in conjunction with the other cost principles in
Subpart 31.2:

(a) Common items. The costs of items reasonably usable on
the contractor’s other work shall not be allowable unless the
contractor submits evidence that the items could not be
retained at cost without sustaining a loss. The contracting
officer should consider the contractor’s plans and orders for
current and planned production when determining if items can
reasonably be used on other work of the contractor. Contem-
poraneous purchases of common items by the contractor shall
be regarded as evidence that such items are reasonably usable
on the contractor’s other work. Any acceptance of common
items as allocable to the terminated portion of the contract
should be limited to the extent that the quantities of such items
on hand, in transit, and on order are in excess of the reasonable
quantitative requirements of other work.

(b) Costs continuing after termination. Despite all reason-
able efforts by the contractor, costs which cannot be discon-
tinued immediately after the effective date of termination are
generally allowable. However, any costs continuing after the
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effective date of the termination due to the negligent or willful
failure of the contractor to discontinue the costs shall be
unallowable.

(c) Initial costs. Initial costs, including starting load and
preparatory costs, are allowable as follows:

(1) Starting load costs not fully absorbed because of ter-
mination are nonrecurring labor, material, and related over-
head costs incurred in the early part of production and result
from factors such as—

(i) Excessive spoilage due to inexperienced labor;
(ii) Idle time and subnormal production due to test-

ing and changing production methods;
(iii) Training; and
(iv) Lack of familiarity or experience with the prod-

uct, materials, or manufacturing processes.
(2) Preparatory costs incurred in preparing to perform

the terminated contract include such costs as those incurred
for initial plant rearrangement and alterations, management
and personnel organization, and production planning. They do
not include special machinery and equipment and starting
load costs.

(3) When initial costs are included in the settlement pro-
posal as a direct charge, such costs shall not also be included
in overhead. Initial costs attributable to only one contract shall
not be allocated to other contracts.

(4) If initial costs are claimed and have not been segre-
gated on the contractor’s books, they shall be segregated for
settlement purposes from cost reports and schedules reflecting
that high unit cost incurred during the early stages of the
contract.

(5) If the settlement proposal is on the inventory basis,
initial costs should normally be allocated on the basis of total
end items called for by the contract immediately before ter-
mination; however, if the contract includes end items of a
diverse nature, some other equitable basis may be used, such
as machine or labor hours.

(d) Loss of useful value. Loss of useful value of special
tooling, and special machinery and equipment is generally
allowable, provided—

(1) The special tooling, or special machinery and equip-
ment is not reasonably capable of use in the other work of the
contractor;

(2) The Government’s interest is protected by transfer of
title or by other means deemed appropriate by the contracting
officer; and

(3) The loss of useful value for any one terminated con-
tract is limited to that portion of the acquisition cost which
bears the same ratio to the total acquisition cost as the termi-
nated portion of the contract bears to the entire terminated
contract and other Government contracts for which the special
tooling, or special machinery and equipment was acquired.

(e) Rental under unexpired leases. Rental costs under
unexpired leases, less the residual value of such leases, are

generally allowable when shown to have been reasonably nec-
essary for the performance of the terminated contract, if—

(1) The amount of rental claimed does not exceed the
reasonable use value of the property leased for the period of
the contract and such further period as may be reasonable; and

(2) The contractor makes all reasonable efforts to termi-
nate, assign, settle, or otherwise reduce the cost of such lease.

(f) Alterations of leased property. The cost of alterations
and reasonable restorations required by the lease may be
allowed when the alterations were necessary for performing
the contract.

(g) Settlement expenses. (1) Settlement expenses, includ-
ing the following, are generally allowable:

(i) Accounting, legal, clerical, and similar costs rea-
sonably necessary for—

(A) The preparation and presentation, including
supporting data, of settlement claims to the contracting
officer; and

(B) The termination and settlement of
subcontracts.

(ii) Reasonable costs for the storage, transportation,
protection, and disposition of property acquired or produced
for the contract.

(iii) Indirect costs related to salary and wages
incurred as settlement expenses in (i) and (ii); normally, such
indirect costs shall be limited to payroll taxes, fringe benefits,
occupancy costs, and immediate supervision costs.

(2) If settlement expenses are significant, a cost account
or work order shall be established to separately identify and
accumulate them.

(h) Subcontractor claims. Subcontractor claims, including
the allocable portion of the claims common to the contract and
to other work of the contractor, are generally allowable. An
appropriate share of the contractor’s indirect expense may be
allocated to the amount of settlements with subcontractors;
provided, that the amount allocated is reasonably proportion-
ate to the relative benefits received and is otherwise consistent
with 31.201-4 and 31.203(d). The indirect expense so allo-
cated shall exclude the same and similar costs claimed directly
or indirectly as settlement expenses.

31.205-43 Trade, business, technical and professional 
activity costs.
The following types of costs are allowable:
(a) Memberships in trade, business, technical, and profes-

sional organizations.
(b) Subscriptions to trade, business, professional, or other

technical periodicals.
(c) When the principal purpose of a meeting, convention,

conference, symposium, or seminar is the dissemination of
trade, business, technical or professional information or the
stimulation of production or improved productivity—
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(1) Costs of organizing, setting up, and sponsoring the
meetings, conventions, symposia, etc., including rental of
meeting facilities, transportation, subsistence, and incidental
costs;

(2) Costs of attendance by contractor employees,
including travel costs (see 31.205-46); and

(3) Costs of attendance by individuals who are not
employees of the contractor, provided—

(i) Such costs are not also reimbursed to the individ-
ual by the employing company or organization, and

(ii) The individuals attendance is essential to achieve
the purpose of the conference, meeting, convention, sympo-
sium, etc.

31.205-44 Training and education costs.
Costs of training and education that are related to the field

in which the employee is working or may reasonably be
expected to work are allowable, except as follows:

(a) Overtime compensation for training and education is
unallowable.

(b) The cost of salaries for attending undergraduate level
classes or part-time graduate level classes during working
hours is unallowable, except when unusual circumstances do
not permit attendance at such classes outside of regular work-
ing hours.

(c) Costs of tuition, fees, training materials and textbooks,
subsistence, salary, and any other payments in connection
with full-time graduate level education are unallowable for
any portion of the program that exceeds two school years or
the length of the degree program, whichever is less.

(d) Grants to educational or training institutions, including
the donation of facilities or other properties, scholarships, and
fellowships are considered contributions and are unallowable.

(e) Training or education costs for other than bona fide
employees are unallowable, except that the costs incurred for
educating employee dependents (primary and secondary level
studies) when the employee is working in a foreign country
where suitable public education is not available may be
included in overseas differential pay.

(f) Contractor contributions to college savings plans for
employee dependents are unallowable.

31.205-45 [Reserved]

31.205-46 Travel costs.
(a) Costs for transportation, lodging, meals, and incidental

expenses. (1) Costs incurred by contractor personnel on offi-
cial company business are allowable, subject to the limitations
contained in this subsection. Costs for transportation may be
based on mileage rates, actual costs incurred, or on a combi-
nation thereof, provided the method used results in a reason-
able charge. Costs for lodging, meals, and incidental expenses
may be based on per diem, actual expenses, or a combination

thereof, provided the method used results in a reasonable
charge.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (a)(3) of this sub-
section, costs incurred for lodging, meals, and incidental
expenses (as defined in the regulations cited in (a)(2)(i)
through (iii) of this paragraph) shall be considered to be rea-
sonable and allowable only to the extent that they do not
exceed on a daily basis the maximum per diem rates in effect
at the time of travel as set forth in the—

(i) Federal Travel Regulations, prescribed by the
General Services Administration, for travel in the contiguous
United States, available on a subscription basis from the—

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington DC 20402

Stock No. 922-002-00000-2;

(ii) Joint Travel Regulation, Volume 2, DoD Civilian
Personnel, Appendix A, prescribed by the Department of
Defense, for travel in Alaska, Hawaii, and outlying areas of
the United States, available on a subscription basis from the—

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington DC 20402

Stock No. 908-010-00000-1; or

(iii) Standardized Regulations (Government Civil-
ians, Foreign Areas), Section 925, “Maximum Travel Per
Diem Allowances for Foreign Areas,” prescribed by the
Department of State, for travel in areas not covered in (a)(2)(i)
and (ii) of this paragraph, available on a subscription basis
from the—

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402

Stock No. 744-008-00000-0.

(3) In special or unusual situations, actual costs in
excess of the above-referenced maximum per diem rates are
allowable provided that such amounts do not exceed the
higher amounts authorized for Federal civilian employees as
permitted in the regulations referenced in (a)(2)(i), (ii), or (iii)
of this subsection. For such higher amounts to be allowable,
all of the following conditions must be met:

(i) One of the conditions warranting approval of the
actual expense method, as set forth in the regulations refer-
enced in paragraphs (a)(2)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this subsection,
must exist.

(ii) A written justification for use of the higher
amounts must be approved by an officer of the contractor’s
organization or designee to ensure that the authority is prop-
erly administered and controlled to prevent abuse.
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(iii) If it becomes necessary to exercise the authority
to use the higher actual expense method repetitively or on a
continuing basis in a particular area, the contractor must
obtain advance approval from the contracting officer.

(iv) Documentation to support actual costs incurred
shall be in accordance with the contractor’s established prac-
tices, subject to paragraph (a)(7) of this subsection, and pro-
vided that a receipt is required for each expenditure of $75.00
or more. The approved justification required by
paragraph (a)(3)(ii) and, if applicable, paragraph (a)(3)(iii) of
this subsection must be retained.

(4) Paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this subsection do
not incorporate the regulations cited in subdivisions (a)(2)(i),
(ii), and (iii) of this subsection in their entirety. Only the max-
imum per diem rates, the definitions of lodging, meals, and
incidental expenses, and the regulatory coverage dealing with
special or unusual situations are incorporated herein.

(5) An advance agreement (see 31.109) with respect to
compliance with paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this subsec-
tion may be useful and desirable.

(6) The maximum per diem rates referenced in
paragraph (a)(2) of this subsection generally would not con-
stitute a reasonable daily charge—

(i) When no lodging costs are incurred; and/or
(ii) On partial travel days (e.g., day of departure and

return).
Appropriate downward adjustments from the maximum per
diem rates would normally be required under these circum-
stances. While these adjustments need not be calculated in
accordance with the Federal Travel Regulation or Joint Travel
Regulations, they must result in a reasonable charge.

(7) Costs shall be allowable only if the following infor-
mation is documented—

(i) Date and place (city, town, or other similar desig-
nation) of the expenses;

(ii) Purpose of the trip; and
(iii) Name of person on trip and that person’s title or

relationship to the contractor.
(b) Airfare costs in excess of the lowest customary stan-

dard, coach, or equivalent airfare offered during normal busi-
ness hours are unallowable except when such
accommodations require circuitous routing, require travel
during unreasonable hours, excessively prolong travel, result
in increased cost that would offset transportation savings, are
not reasonably adequate for the physical or medical needs of
the traveler, or are not reasonably available to meet mission
requirements. However, in order for airfare costs in excess of
the above standard airfare to be allowable, the applicable con-
dition(s) set forth above must be documented and justified.

(c)(1) “Cost of travel by contractor-owned, -leased, or
-chartered aircraft,” as used in this paragraph, includes the
cost of lease, charter, operation (including personnel), main-
tenance, depreciation, insurance, and other related costs.

(2) The costs of travel by contractor-owned, -leased, or
-chartered aircraft are limited to the standard airfare described
in paragraph (b) of this subsection for the flight destination
unless travel by such aircraft is specifically required by con-
tract specification, term, or condition, or a higher amount is
approved by the contracting officer. A higher amount may be
agreed to when one or more of the circumstances for justifying
higher than standard airfare listed in paragraph (b) of this sub-
section are applicable, or when an advance agreement under
paragraph (c)(3) of this subsection has been executed. In all
cases, travel by contractor-owned, -leased, or -chartered air-
craft must be fully documented and justified. For each con-
tractor-owned, -leased, or -chartered aircraft used for any
business purpose which is charged or allocated, directly or
indirectly, to a Government contract, the contractor must
maintain and make available manifest/logs for all flights on
such company aircraft. As a minimum, the manifest/log shall
indicate—

(i) Date, time, and points of departure;
(ii) Destination, date, and time of arrival;
(iii) Name of each passenger and relationship to the

contractor;
(iv) Authorization for trip; and
(v) Purpose of trip.

(3) Where an advance agreement is proposed (see
31.109), consideration may be given to the following:

(i) Whether scheduled commercial airlines or other
suitable, less costly, travel facilities are available at reasonable
times, with reasonable frequency, and serve the required des-
tinations conveniently.

(ii) Whether increased flexibility in scheduling
results in time savings and more effective use of personnel
that would outweigh additional travel costs.

(d) Costs of contractor-owned or -leased automobiles, as
used in this paragraph, include the costs of lease, operation
(including personnel), maintenance, depreciation, insurance,
etc. These costs are allowable, if reasonable, to the extent that
the automobiles are used for company business. That portion
of the cost of company-furnished automobiles that relates to
personal use by employees (including transportation to and
from work) is compensation for personal services and is unal-
lowable as stated in 31.205-6(m)(2).

31.205-47 Costs related to legal and other proceedings.
(a) Definitions. As used in this subpart—
“Costs” include, but are not limited to, administrative and

clerical expenses; the costs of legal services, whether per-
formed by in-house or private counsel; the costs of the ser-
vices of accountants, consultants, or others retained by the
contractor to assist it; costs of employees, officers, and direc-
tors; and any similar costs incurred before, during, and after
commencement of a judicial or administrative proceeding
which bears a direct relationship to the proceeding.
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“Fraud,” as used in this subsection, means—
(1) Acts of fraud or corruption or attempts to defraud the

Government or to corrupt its agents;
(2) Acts which constitute a cause for debarment or sus-

pension under 9.406-2(a) and 9.407-2(a); and
(3) Acts which violate the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C.,

sections 3729-3731, or the Anti-Kickback Act, 41 U.S.C.,
sections 51 and 54.

“Penalty,” does not include restitution, reimbursement, or
compensatory damages.

“Proceeding,” includes an investigation.
(b) Costs incurred in connection with any proceeding

brought by a Federal, State, local, or foreign government for
violation of, or a failure to comply with, law or regulation by
the contractor (including its agents or employees), or costs
incurred in connection with any proceeding brought by a third
party in the name of the United States under the False Claims
Act, 31 U.S.C. 3730, are unallowable if the result is—

(1) In a criminal proceeding, a conviction;
(2) In a civil or administrative proceeding, either a find-

ing of contractor liability where the proceeding involves an
allegation of fraud or similar misconduct or imposition of a
monetary penalty where the proceeding does not involve an
allegation of fraud or similar misconduct;

(3) A final decision by an appropriate official of an
executive agency to—

(i) Debar or suspend the contractor;
(ii) Rescind or void a contract; or
(iii) Terminate a contract for default by reason of a

violation or failure to comply with a law or regulation.
(4) Disposition of the matter by consent or compromise

if the proceeding could have led to any of the outcomes listed
in paragraphs (b)(1) through (3) of this subsection (but see
paragraphs (c) and (d) of this subsection); or

(5) Not covered by paragraphs (b)(1) through (4) of this
subsection, but where the underlying alleged contractor mis-
conduct was the same as that which led to a different proceed-
ing whose costs are unallowable by reason of
paragraphs (b)(1) through (4) of this subsection.

(c)(1) To the extent they are not otherwise unallowable,
costs incurred in connection with any proceeding under
paragraph (b) of this subsection commenced by the United
States that is resolved by consent or compromise pursuant to
an agreement entered into between the contractor and the
United States, and which are unallowable solely because of
paragraph (b) of this subsection, may be allowed to the extent
specifically provided in such agreement

(2) In the event of a settlement of any proceeding
brought by a third party under the False Claims Act in which
the United States did not intervene, reasonable costs incurred
by the contractor in connection with such a proceeding, that
are not otherwise unallowable by regulation or by separate
agreement with the United States, may be allowed if the con-

tracting officer, in consultation with his or her legal advisor,
determines that there was very little likelihood that the third
party would have been successful on the merits.

(d) To the extent that they are not otherwise unallowable,
costs incurred in connection with any proceeding under
paragraph (b) of this subsection commenced by a State, local,
or foreign government may be allowable when the contracting
officer (or other official specified in agency procedures) deter-
mines, that the costs were incurred either:

(1) As a direct result of a specific term or condition of
a Federal contract; or

(2) As a result of compliance with specific written direc-
tion of the cognizant contracting officer.

(e) Costs incurred in connection with proceedings
described in paragraph (b) of this subsection, but which are
not made unallowable by that paragraph, may be allowable to
the extent that:

(1) The costs are reasonable in relation to the activities
required to deal with the proceeding and the underlying cause
of action;

(2) The costs are not otherwise recovered from the Fed-
eral Government or a third party, either directly as a result of
the proceeding or otherwise; and

(3) The percentage of costs allowed does not exceed the
percentage determined to be appropriate considering the com-
plexity of procurement litigation, generally accepted princi-
ples governing the award of legal fees in civil actions
involving the United States as a party, and such other factors
as may be appropriate. Such percentage shall not exceed
80 percent. Agreements reached under paragraph (c) of this
subsection shall be subject to this limitation. If, however, an
agreement described in paragraph (c)(1) of this subsection
explicitly states the amount of otherwise allowable incurred
legal fees and limits the allowable recovery to 80 percent or
less of the stated legal fees, no additional limitation need be
applied. The amount of reimbursement allowed for legal costs
in connection with any proceeding described in
paragraph (c)(2) of this subsection shall be determined by the
cognizant contracting officer, but shall not exceed 80 percent
of otherwise allowable legal costs incurred.

(f) Costs not covered elsewhere in this subsection are unal-
lowable if incurred in connection with:

(1) Defense against Federal Government claims or
appeals or the prosecution of claims or appeals against the
Federal Government (see 2.101).

(2) Organization, reorganization, (including mergers
and acquisitions) or resisting mergers and acquisitions (see
also 31.205-27).

(3) Defense of antitrust suits.
(4) Defense of suits brought by employees or ex-

employees of the contractor under section 2 of the Major
Fraud Act of 1988 where the contractor was found liable or
settled.
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(5) Costs of legal, accounting, and consultant services
and directly associated costs incurred in connection with the
defense or prosecution of lawsuits or appeals between con-
tractors arising from either—

(i) An agreement or contract concerning a teaming
arrangement, a joint venture, or similar arrangement of shared
interest; or

(ii) Dual sourcing, coproduction, or similar pro-
grams, are unallowable, except when—

(A) Incurred as a result of compliance with spe-
cific terms and conditions of the contract or written instruc-
tions from the contracting officer, or

(B) When agreed to in writing by the contracting
officer.

(6) Patent infringement litigation, unless otherwise pro-
vided for in the contract.

(7) Representation of, or assistance to, individuals,
groups, or legal entities which the contractor is not legally
bound to provide, arising from an action where the participant
was convicted of violation of a law or regulation or was found
liable in a civil or administrative proceeding.

(8) Protests of Federal Government solicitations or con-
tract awards, or the defense against protests of such solicita-
tions or contract awards, unless the costs of defending against
a protest are incurred pursuant to a written request from the
cognizant contracting officer.

(g) Costs which may be unallowable under 31.205-47,
including directly associated costs, shall be segregated and
accounted for by the contractor separately. During the pen-
dency of any proceeding covered by paragraph (b) and
paragraphs (f)(4) and (f)(7) of this subsection, the contracting
officer shall generally withhold payment of such costs. How-
ever, if in the best interests of the Government, the contracting
officer may provide for conditional payment upon provision
of adequate security, or other adequate assurance, and agree-
ment by the contractor to repay all unallowable costs, plus
interest, if the costs are subsequently determined to be
unallowable.

31.205-48 Research and development costs.
“Research and development,” as used in this subsection,

means the type of technical effort described in 31.205-18 but
sponsored by a grant or required in the performance of a con-
tract. When costs are incurred in excess of either the price of
a contract or amount of a grant for research and development
effort, the excess is unallowable under any other Government
contract.

31.205-49 Goodwill.
Goodwill, an unidentifiable intangible asset, originates

under the purchase method of accounting for a business com-
bination when the price paid by the acquiring company
exceeds the sum of the identifiable individual assets acquired
less liabilities assumed, based upon their fair values. The
excess is commonly referred to as goodwill. Goodwill may
arise from the acquisition of a company as a whole or a portion
thereof. Any costs for amortization, expensing, write-off, or
write-down of goodwill (however represented) are
unallowable.

31.205-50 [Reserved]

31.205-51 Costs of alcoholic beverages.
Costs of alcoholic beverages are unallowable.

31.205-52 Asset valuations resulting from business 
combinations.
(a) For tangible capital assets, when the purchase method

of accounting for a business combination is used, whether or
not the contract or subcontract is subject to CAS, the allow-
able depreciation and cost of money shall be based on the cap-
italized asset values measured and assigned in accordance
with 48 CFR 9904.404-50(d), if allocable, reasonable, and
not otherwise unallowable.

(b) For intangible capital assets, when the purchase method
of accounting for a business combination is used, allowable
amortization and cost of money shall be limited to the total of
the amounts that would have been allowed had the combina-
tion not taken place.

(FAC 2005–06)


	FEDERAL ACQUISITION CIRCULAR
	(BLANK PAGE)
	1.6-1 AND 2.pdf
	Subpart 1.6- Career Development, Contracting Authority, and Responsibilities
	1.601 General.
	1.602 Contracting officers.
	1.602-1 Authority.
	1.602-2 Responsibilities.
	1.602-3 Ratification of unauthorized commitments.
	1.603 Selection, appointment, and termination of appointment.
	1.603-1 General.
	1.603-2 Selection.
	1.603-3 Appointment.
	1.603-4 Termination.





